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Wes Davis goes
to Washington

When last we left our story, the
County Commission was sending
intrepid commissioner Wesley
Davis rushing up to Washington,
DG, to introduce representatives
of a mystery company interested
in opening a facility in Indian
River County to Florida Senators
Bill Nelson and George LeMieux.

Well, that all sounds pretty im-
portant. But once there, it turns
out our special emissary never
got to set eyes on either Sen.
Nelson or Sen. LeMieux. No, he
got to “introduce” the company
representatives to the “staffs” of
the two Senators.

As anyone who has spent much
time around Washington knows,
self-important staffers in their
20s are generally whom you get
to see - not Senators.

And who is this company, and
what does it propose to produce
in Indian River County? Well, we
don't know much more than we
did last week (though the num-
ber of jobs is put at 150).

But company officials have al-
ready made some visits to Indian
River County, Davis said, and like
the area because (a) they think
there will be a pool of scientists
and engineers available once the
NASA program winds down; (b)
Indian River County’s desig-
nation as a Hub Zone makes
federal dollars and tax breaks
available; and (c) company of-
ficials like the quality of life here.

The big gamble: 42nd Street
pays off for Riverside. P20

Vero's Top Chef challenge:
Slice, dice and spice. P12
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Vero polo
thrives at
Pointe West

BY MICHELLE GENZ
STAFF WRITER

It is a modern-day Seurat
sprung from its canvas — a
deep blue winter sky, a ten-
acre expanse of manicured
lawn, 60 families or more
picnicking from tidy rows
of cars lining either side on
a Sunday afternoon.

Suddenly, horses and
their uniformed riders gal-
lop onto the field, jerseys
numbered and embla-
zoned with team names
known to all: Charley Re-
plogle’s Ocean Grill; Mich-
elob — Peter Busch’s team;

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Amid gamesmanship, advisory
panel picks water consultant

BY LISA ZAHNER
STAFF WRITER

The joint advisory commit-
tee established by Vero Beach,
Indian River Shores and Indi-
an River County to study join-
ing forces on a water utility
chose a consultant last week
-- just not the one that could
have gotten the job done
six weeks earlier and tens of
thousands of dollars cheaper
than the others.

And all because the Vero
Beach representatives on the
panel didn’t like the idea of
hiring a consulting firm that
planned to employ as a sub-
contractor the man who prob-
ably knows more than anyone
about the local water systems,
retired county public works
director Jim Davis.

The winner, GAI Consul-
tants of Orlando, and the run-
nerup, Post Buckley Shuh and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Elizabeth Brooker ready to take

on ‘old boys’ over Vero utility

BY LISA ZAHNER
STAFF WRITER

The hired gun of former
Vero Beach City Council-
man Charlie Wilson in his
bid to get a referendum on
the fall ballot calling for the
sale of the Vero power plant
is a longtime local attorney
who has taken on City Hall
before.

Elizabeth Brooker was on

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Utilities
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Jernigan (PBS&J) of Orlando, which
came to the meeting with Davis,
both are clearly large qualified firms
which have performed many similar
projects.

But the manner of GAI’s selection
- and the confusion and gamesman-
ship that surrounded initial efforts
to explore whether a collective solu-
tion among the city, the town and the
country can hold down rising costs of
providing drinking water, reuse water
and sewer service to the community
— got the process off to a less than
auspicious start.

Because of that, advisory board

Chairman Tom Cadden of Indian Riv-
er Shores told Vero and the county
to go back to their respective coun-
cil and commission, and make sure
they’re committed to finding solu-
tions -- not just putting on a perfor-
mance for the ratepayers.

“I think it’s a real opportunity for
this county to do something,” Cad-
den later told members of Indian Riv-
er Shores Town Council.

“But I told (the other two entities)
that when they make this presen-
tation, to find out if they're serious
about this or they're just going to go
their own way because, if so, it’s a
sham.”

Vero has been showing signs of
planning to retract into its borders,

and the county is under serious pres-
sure by constituents to pick up the
South barrier island residents cur-
rently served by the city system.

Indian River Shores —which cur-
rently gets its water from the city
but possibly is ready to switch to the
county -- wants more autonomy over
its utilities.

For Vero Beach, Indian River Shores
and Indian River County, just coming
together on a consultant to study the
issue proved a monumental task.

County Commissioner Wesley Da-
vis, who got the three entities to fi-
nally come to the table and embark
upon a joint study, has publicly stat-
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ed that the Vero Beach and county
utility staffs have personnel more
than capable of performing the study
without any need to hire consultants,
but everyone agreed this was not
possible because the two entities do
not trust each other.

The goal of the study is to get a
fact-based, objective opinion and a
strong recommendation from a con-
sulting firm that would step outside
the politics of the situation, and look
at it from a feasibility and financial
perspective.

In a six-hour meeting, the advisory
committee ranked GAI Consultants
first, with Post Buckley Shuh and
Jernigan close behind.

“Our approach is not real fancy, it’s
personal,” said Jerry Hartman, vice
president of GAL

“We sit down with you and gather
the data,” Hartman said. “We won'’t
say send us this but don't talk to us
about it.”

A qualified firm with a full com-
plement of resources and person-
nel to put behind the project, GAI
team members emphasized that they
would be “good listeners.”

They even told the advisory panel
they would work to protect the “sa-
cred cows” during the process of
studying the options.

“It makes no sense to us to give a
recommendation that is 180 degrees
from the local goals,” one team mem-
ber said during questioning.

They also said they had run up
against situations in dealing with
groups that don’t get along well trying
to consolidate, specifically the city of
Orlando and Orange County, but in
the end they determined that combin-
ing efforts of the two would not work
politically.

The second-ranked firm preferred
by a majority of the advisory board,
PBS&J didn't get chosen, even though
its selection could have saved the
process thousands of dollars because
a significant amount of work is al-
ready done.

PBS&J has been consulting on these
types of projects for 50 years. They have
4,000 employees nationwide -- 1,100 of
those at their 22 Florida offices.

Their credentials include work on
1,000 water and sewer consolidation
studies and projects over the past 10
years involving assets worth more than
$1 billion.

To prepare for its presentation last
week, PBS&]J assembled mapping data
of the Indian River County, Indian Riv-
er Shores and Vero Beach city systems
so they would be ready to start working
immediately if selected.

The team described itself as “poised
and ready” to guide the three entities
through the process of delineating the
pros and cons of various consolidation
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options and also of keeping the status
quo. It even had, as a subcontractor,
retained Jim Davis.

With Davis having worked for the
City of Vero Beach, and then for the
county as the county’s first licensed
engineer, first utilities director and
first public works director, his knowl-
edge could have proven of immeasur-
able worth in determining the future
of utilities for county, Vero and Shores
residents.

“Jim worked to collect 90 percent of
the data for us and he would be here
in Vero to work on the project as a sub-
contractor,” Walch said.

“Half the battle sometimes is know-
ing who and where to go to for the
information, and Jim knows exactly
where to go and who has the informa-
tion.

“He lives in Vero and works from
home so we wouldn't have to include
expenses for sending someone to Vero
to be on site.”

PBS&]J was the only group that made
a commitment to do the job in five
months with a final report by June 30,
a timeline that would meet the goal In-
dian River Shores had set for decision
making.

“We have extensive databases al-
ready,” said PBS&]J Vice President Marc
Walch, who presented as the potential
project manager.

“It is very unlikely that we would
need more information,” he said.
“We've created a GIS (geographic infor-
mation system) database already rep-
resenting all the water and reclaimed
water systems.”

When asked afterwards, outside the
interview hall, how much time and
money having all that work already in
hand would have potentially saved the
taxpayers, Walch replied roughly four
to six weeks’ time and “tens of thou-
sands of dollars.”

But oddly, Vero Water and Sewer Util-
ity Director Rob Bolton — after a five-
minute break taken at the insistence
of Vero City Attorney Charles Vitunac
-- ranked PBS&J next to last. This low
ranking made it close to mathemati-
cally impossible for PBS&]J to come out
on top.

Cadden ranked PBS&J third. During
a break at the beginning of the meet-
ing, Cadden had told a member of the
audience he was very impressed with
GAT’s credentials.

The other three members of the joint
panel in attendance all ranked PBS&J
as their top pick, with Vero’s public
works director Monte Falls ranking GAI
and PBS&J equally at number one.

PBS&]J candidly told the committee
that consolidation might lead to sav-
ing money through the elimination of
highly paid, redundant utilities staff.

The next step prior to negotiating
a price and terms with GAI is for the

members from the county and Vero
to take their recommendation back to
their various elected officials.

This is all scheduled to happen on
or before March 16, but at the conclu-
sion of the Feb. 25 meeting, Chairman
Tom Cadden said he wasn't sure the
group should hire any consultant to
do anything.

Cadden basically told the county
and city officials to go back and re-
evaluate their goals and their priori-
ties.

“I think it’s important for us, too, as
we approach our respective boards
that we've comfortable with the
scope that we committed to in Oc-
tober,” Cadden said, referring to all
three entities being on board with at
least opening the door to some re-
gional solution.

“If you read the minutes of the
(Vero) Finance Committee and you
watch the last County Commission
meeting, you'd think we were all in a
catfight,” Cadden said.

Cadden emphasized that no bud-
get had yet been set for the project,
but consultants as specialized as
these do not work cheap.

Initial estimates were that the study
would cost about $75,000, but that fig-
ure may be on the low side, consider-
ing that a multitude of financial, regu-
latory, environmental and legal issues
need to be addressed.

“These people could come in at
$50,000 or at as much as $500,000,”
Cadden said.
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Brooker

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the legal team that successfully rep-
resented her father, an employee of
the Vero utility, in an age-discrim-
ination lawsuit against the city in
1996. When Wilson introduced her
at a recent City Council meeting, it
was clear she was no stranger to the
faces in the room.

Brooker’s inside knowledge of the
city and its electric utility can't hurt
in this particular assignment - to se-
cure wording for a legal referendum,
gather the required signatures to
place it on the ballot, and work with
Operation Clean Sweep, an organi-
zation formed to find candidates to
challenge sitting Council members
in November.

“I know the city has had issues at
the power plant for years,” Brooker
said. “My partners and I are not part
of the old boys’ club, I don’t belong
to country clubs and we're not afraid
of losing our friends.”

A principal at Brooker & Rooney in
the old courthouse building on 14th
Avenue in downtown Vero, Brook-
er is known to be a tough attorney
and one not afraid of ruffling feath-
ers.

When she takes on a case, her op-

Charlie Wilson and attorney Beth Brooker go over the neccessary paperwork to start a political committee. Photo: Tom McCarthy Jr.
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ponent inevitably has more staff,
more resources and more money to
spend, so representing a group of
citizens fighting City Hall to force
the sale of the electric utility doesn’t
faze her at all.

“You're going to find that as a law-
yer representing a client you're sub-

ject to personal attacks from others
in the community disparaging your
reputation, but that’s nothing new,”
she said. “By taking on a client like
Operation Clean Sweep, I ‘m putting
the firm out there.”

In the 23 years since she was ad-
mitted to the Florida Bar, Brooker

has taken on city and county gov-
ernments, school boards, the Indian
River County Sheriff’s Office, unions,
healthcare providers, major corpo-
rations, big insurance companies in-
cluding Allstate Insurance, and firms
such as Ira Hatch’s Coastal Title and
Escrow.

She’s also tried cases in family
court involving messy divorces, cus-
tody battles and controversial adop-
tion issues.

In the past two years, she’s won
two settlements from Wal-Mart for
clients suing for negligence.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Brooker
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On March 15, Brooker will face off
against Embassy Suites in a Semi-
nole County courtroom, represent-
ing an Indian River County woman
injured at her son’s wedding recep-
tion when the hotel dance floor col-
lapsed.

“We take on difficult cases and
we're not afraid of the extra work,”
she said. “Our firm has a reputation
for taking on the odd and unusual
types of cases. I enjoy unusual legal
issues.”

She said the partners at Brooker &
Rooney routinely handle sticky mal-
practice and personal injury suits
and fair labor practice and adminis-
trative disputes.

For his part, Wilson said he hired
her because she knows the players
and is eminently qualified. Indeed,
Brooker has impressed from a young
age.

“I've lived here since 1977 and
consider myself from Vero,” Brooker
said.

Impatient with life in high school,
Brooker passed her GED at age 15
and enrolled in classes at then-Indi-
an River Community College.

She earned her degree in criminal
justice in 1984 from Florida South-
ern College and went on to graduate
with her juris doctorate degree from
Mercer University School of Law in
1987.

Brooker has lectured on litigation
and legal issues for organizations.
Known as the champion of the un-
derdog, she received the Pro Bono
Attorney of the Year Award in 2002
from the 19th Judicial Circuit.

Admittedly part tomboy and all
country girl, Brooker holds a U.S.
Coast Guard Captain’s license and is
an lover of sports -- on and off the
water.

Her passions are fishing, diving,
travel and classic cars.

Public records show that Brooker
worked on a legal team that sued the
City of Vero Beach in 1996 over em-
ployment discrimination in a case
involving her father, Craig Stewart.

A former General Electric em-
ployee who came to the city with de-
cades of experience, Stewart worked
as supervisor of maintenance at the
Vero power plant for nearly 10 years
and, as pleadings reveal, claimed he
was the victim of age discrimination
which started when he was 54 years
old.

The case was settled in his favor,
Brooker said.

With Wilson, Brooker said her
most important job will be to com-
ply with all the legal requirements
for getting a referendum on the bal-
lot and then make sure it sticks.

“On the legal side, my goal at this
time for Operation Clean Sweep is to

make sure all the legalities of the ref-
erendum are sufficient, that the pro-
posed charter amendment would be
valid,” Brooker said.

Brooker said she took on the
case because this issue hit her in
her heart, where she believes in the
power of people to combat injustice,
whether it exists in the halls of gov-
ernment or of industry.

“To represent a person or group
of people against a big government
entity or a corporation and to prevail
is very rewarding, to let the peoples’
voices be heard,” she said.

“They need to start listening to the
people,” she said of Vero’s leaders.
“If scrutiny like this comes up, they
might listen to the people earlier.”

After news started getting around
that Brooker was representing Op-
eration Clean Sweep, she said she
started getting anonymous informa-
tion via email.

Tips from the public and from em-
ployees are common in cases dealing
with government or a large corpora-
tion with a culture of being tight-
lipped with information, she said.

Sure of her abilities, Wilson has
asked her to become the face of the
referendum going forward while he
focuses on his run for county com-
mission.

Former City Council applicant
Tracy Carroll, who tried for Wilson’s
vacated seat, has agreed to serve on
the board of Operation Clean Sweep
and Wilson is looking for more peo-
ple for the all-volunteer effort.

Local accountant and critic of the
electric system Glenn Heran has also
signed on as a volunteer with Opera-
tion Clean Sweep.

Wilson said Operation Clean
Sweep will launch a media campaign
with mailers, radio, print and out-
door advertising.

He said the organization will
need to raise about $5,000 to com-
municate its message, plus a small
amount of money to pay for the pro-
cessing of the petitions by the Super-
visor of Elections’ office.

Brooker is accepting donations for
Operation Clean Sweep through her
office.

Wilson urged those opposing the
referendum to form their own orga-
nization so both sides of the issue
will be heard.

“This referendum will give every-
one the chance to debate and get
both sides of the argument out,” Wil-
son said.

“In 1976, both sides got all the
information out, the pros and the
cons, and it still passed 2 to 1.”

Petitions are expected to be avail-
able in March.

At least 1,060 wvalid signatures
from registered voters who currently
reside in the City of Vero Beach are
needed to put the referendum on the
ballot.
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ORrcHID IsLaND

New 4BR/4.5BA golf $2.575 Million
estate with office Mus# 106379
KieraN Hickey 772.696.1276
Joan Cook 772.559.5846

Castaway CoOVE

Direct riverfront, elegant
3BR/3BA/2HB, 2 family rooms,
pool/spa, stunning sunset views. Mrs# 79449
SarLy Woops

Immaculate 4BR/3BA lake- $810,000
front pool home

Best price in Shores! Mus# 106620
EL1ZABETH SORENSEN 772.713.5512

BeErmupa CrLuB

3BR/3BA corner unit with $649,000
beautiful river views Muvs# 77869
Kieran Hickey 772.696.1276
Joan Cooxk 772.559.5846

WWW.SORENSENREALESTATE.COM

Price CHANGES ® FEATURED PROPERTIES ® NEw LisTinGgs ® OreN Houses ® UppaTeED DAarLy

3206 Cardinal Drive

Vero Beach, Florida, 32963
Office: 772.231.4712 o Fax: 772.231.3726

5065 North A1A

Vero Beach, Florida, 32963
Office: 772.234.3801 e Fax: 772.234.1708

$1.4 Million

772.538.1861
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Current electric utility battle was previewed in 1976

BY LISA ZAHNER
STAFF WRITER

Whether or not to sell the City of
Vero Beach electric system has been
a 35-year battle.

What some may not know is that
the sale of the system to Florida Pow-
er & light actually took place in the
fall of 1976, when voters approved a
referendum ushering in the change.
Ultimately, city employees filed a
lawsuit and federal regulators nixed
the deal, but the twists and turns of

that sale struck some familiar turf.

Former Mayor David Gregg and
former City Manager John Little now
depict the 1976 sale of the electric
system as a fairly simple endeavor.

Bur according to reports of the times,
it succeeded only by the overwhelming
will of the people to take the running
of an electric utility out of the hands of
the city and give it to FP&L.

“All you need to do is use a little
common sense and not waste your
time talking to people other than
FP&L, they just can’t compete,” Little

told city officials on Feb. 16 about
their current efforts to engage vari-
ous power providers about a potential
sale. “That’s common sense, gentle-
men, it’s not rocket science.”

In 1976, the ratepayers are angry that
they're paying “considerably more”
than FP&L customers for electricity —
about 24 percent more.

The City of Vero Beach produced
all of its own power at the time, and
though the system was much im-
proved over the previous decade,
there were still frequent outages.

Mercedes Benz of Ft. Pierce

SPECIAL PURCHASE
2009 Mercedes-Benz CLK
Coupes & Convertibles

Special APR Financing options available
on select Mercedes Benz pre-owned vehicles.

2005 VOLKSWAGEN |l 2006 TOYOTA.
Jetta GLS Corolla LE

automatic-power package great miles, automatic

50995

2006 AUDI . 2005 NISN
A4 350Z Convertible

one owner, leather 34k miles, the right one

2005 FORD ~ 2003 GMC
F-150 XLT Yukon SLT

one owner, automatic, leather, 4x4, sunroof
4 door

E350

12k miles, one owner mercedes certified,
well maintained

Subject to prior sale. See dealer for details.

CLK500

42k miles,
mercedes certified

2004 TOYOTA 2005 VOLVO
Sequoia limited XC90

leather, carfax certified, leather, sunroof, V8
one owner

29k miles, 4matic,
mercedes certified

LS460L

chrome wheels, one owner,)

24k miles

Mercedes Benz of Ft. Pierce
www.mercedesbenzofftpierce.com

CLS550

13k miles, 18k miles, one owner
mercedes certified

1-877-A-NEW-BENZ
4500 US 1 South
Ft. Pierce, FL 34982

Little found a kindred soul in Mayor
David Gregg -- who was up for re-elec-
tion and didn’t mind taking on selling
the electric utility as a campaign issue.
The duo teamed up, negotiating a sale
of the system to FP&L for $42.6 million

A referendum was then placed on
the September ballot for the voters to
bless the sale and make it official.

But not everyone was happy that Lit-
tle and Gregg had sold the electric sys-
tem to FP&L, even if it would ultimate-
ly mean lower rates and being part of
a large, investor-owned utility that was
on the cutting edge of technology.

A camp formed to try to stop the
sale, made up largely of city employees.

A political committee called “Em-
ployees and Citizens Against the Elec-
trical Sale” began running full-page ads
espousing all the reasons why the city
needed to keep ownership and control
of its own power destiny. The people
trying to protect their jobs paired with
people in town who were interested in
protecting the transfers into the gen-
eral fund from the electric utility.

“Since 1967, for example, the con-
tribution to the City’s general fund
from the electric system has increased
from $284,000 to $612,000 in 1975, and
could be expected to increase in future
years as it has in the past,” the oppo-
sition ad stated. “The only reasonable
conclusion is that aside from any other
aspects of the sale, the city’s general
fund will be much worse off.”

But people like Dr. Eugene Lyons
saw the potential of the electric utility
as a huge money maker for the city.

On Sept. 3, the superintendent of the
Vero plant, Fred Gossett, joined with
Lyons and retired utility attorney John
Dawson and filed suit to stop the sale.

Dawson said at the time that if the
city just waited and studied the is-
sue some more, “it would be close
-- if not equal -- to FP&L rates within
three years.”

Despite the fact that voters approved
the sale by a 2 to 1 margin (the two bar-
rier island precincts backed it by a 4
to 1 margin), certain elements in the
community kept fighting the decision.

“Although the City Council was
unanimous in its support for the
sale, minority opposition stuck to its
guns,” stated a December 1976 year-
end recap story. “The Florida Munici-
pal Utilities Association requested a
U.S. Justice Department investiga-
tion of FP&L to determine if the large
utilities company was in violation of
anti-trust laws.”

After nearly a year of legal wran-
gling, the sale of the Vero electric util-
ity ultimately collapsed under Flori-
da Energy Regulatory Commission’
demands that FP&L open up access
to its cheaper power.

Chef Michele Hennessey from the River Grille begins the process
of plating her dish for 160 diners at Vero's Top Chel Challenge.
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Polo in Vero: Thriving as a family pasttime

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Rocking K, for the Kahle family; and
Shamrock, John Walsh’s team.

After two decades in Vero Beach,
polo has become, if not plebian, a lot
more accessible to players and specta-
tors alike, thanks to a decidedly un-
stuffy crowd of old Vero friends work-
ing hard to ensure its survival.

Fears that the crown is slipping from
the Sport of Kings have not material-
ized, though polo, long considered the
domain of only the most affluent, has
evolved into a family pastime here.

Drawing a growing crowd of tail-
gating spectators lining up their lawn
chairs and blankets, it has maintained
its base of participants, even while the
recession has prompted some players
to hang up their mallets in larger polo
communities like Wellington.

Thanks to a core group of a dozen
well-known Vero families, who com-
bine sense of community with addic-

1
&, = L *
L
=) e
i —
- e ———
4 - —
| ———
R —
e e
-
| ——
[Fa—
. —
—
- —
& e -
- . Fe
o —— n - - . e
...4-;—. s o i = s | 7

it T = o e Ay Ve g Wy, b e, YN NG L

i T e BTy W SOPURRPEE L0, o BN e w37~ = P

ot Bt T Vot Ao N, e et e e B o Sl e v B L LV ma e R

George, Devon and Dolph Kahle head off of the field after playing in The Children’s Cup to ben-
efit Childcare Resources and the Homeless Family Center. Photos: Tom McCarthy Jr.

”

John Walsh heads onto the field for a friendly game at The Polo Grounds at Pointe West.

tion to the sport, polo here has thrived.
An ever-evolving league has managed
to endure the tough economic times
by volunteering to do chores it former-
ly hired out, and has ensured contin-
ued interest by encouraging younger
players.

Polo was ushered into Vero Beach in
the late 1980s by no less than nobility:
Charles, Prince of Wales. With great
fanfare and an international press en-
tourage, Prince Charles came to play at
the invitation of avid polo fans Galen
Weston and Geoffrey Kent, founders of
Windsor, the north-island community
as elegant as the sport it championed.

From its roots at Windsor, Vero
Beach polo trotted west around 2000,

every Sunday at 2 — barring inclement
weather.
There, during a season that starts

in January and runs through Easter,
the English-accented commentary
of Dawn Garvey Redman often in-
cludes this assurance of action: After
bullfighting and Formula One racing,
polo, she claims, is the third most dan-
gerous sport.

“It is not for the faint of heart,” says
George Kahle, the senior statesman of
Vero polo, pointing to various bones
he has broken “here, and here, and
here.”

“The Kahles have made a huge
commitment to family polo,” says
John Walsh, whose national celebrity
as host of “America’s Most Wanted”
falls away on the Vero field, where he
becomes just one more polo fanatic.
“They’ve done a tremendous job.”

“George and Sandy Kahle are part
of a great group of people,” says Peter
Busch, a member of the beer-brewing
dynasty and father of Tiffany Busch, an
up-and-coming player on the national
scene. “That’s been one of the driving
forces to keep me out there — these are
all my friends. The other is the all the
children. I truly hope this club stays

= o F Lt - B O g

to the similarly New Urbanist if con-
siderably more affordable neighbor-
hood of Pointe West, a mile or so be-
yond the city’s mall on state road 60.
Today, public matches are played
on the field at The Polo Grounds, a
development adjacent to and south
of Pointe West, with larger homes sur-
rounding what doubles — once the div-
ots are stomped -- as a well-groomed
park, set off by the crisp white fences
of a handsome equestrian center and
boarding stable at its western edge.
With several families now saddling
up their third generation for play, a
sense of small-town familiarity over-
lays the Old World tradition pervad-
ing the field where play takes place

Three Generations of Interior Design

772.231.1420

SFrench Coun /1"_5/
ANTIQUES

3245 Cardinal Drive, Vero Beach, FL 32963
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with it.”

Kahle is so blinded by the love of the
sport that he is able to watch unflinch-
ingly as not only his son Dolf plays, but
also his 15-year-old grandson, Devon.

On this particular afternoon, the
striking blond boy who has suddenly
shot up and filled out into a serious
presence on his thoroughbred horse
was charging down the field with the
ball in play and suddenly came off
his horse, falling on to the field. He
promptly got back in the saddle, and
with a deft turn or two and a well-
guided swipe of the mallet, proceeded
to score a goal seconds after his mis-
hap. A cheer rose up from the crowd.

Devon Kahle lives on a curving bar-
rier island street dripping with live
oaks and leading to the ocean, where
his great-great grandmother, Grace
Hopwood, kept a family beach house.
(Her husband - Devon’s great-great
grandfather — and Pointe West devel-
oper Tom Jones’s grandfather were
partners in Calgon, the Pittsburgh-
based water softener and bath prod-
ucts company.) Devon’s great-grand-
father is Dan Richardson, beloved Vero
philanthropist and former citrus man.

In a sense, Vero’s history in the dual
rural pursuits of ranching and groves
may be at the root of its unfussy em-
brace of polo today. Indeed, the land
where the polo is played today was
once planted in citrus trees; cattle still
graze in adjacent pastures.

Devon remembers “hanging on to
my dad’s belt loops” when he first sat
on his father’s saddle as a four-year-
old boy.

Devon’s best friend on the field is
Hayden Walsh, John's son. Father and
son have played polo internation-
ally, including in Morocco and Ire-
land. A love of horses follows both of
Hayden’s blood lines; while he was
taking part in a practice the weekend
before, Hayden's mom, Reve, was out
leading a fox-hunt on the other side of
the state. “Fox-hunting is more obser-
vational,” the 15-year-old St. Edward’s
ninth-grader says. “Polo is more inter-
active.”

That, of course, is gross understate-
ment. Ifleaping over fences and ditch-
es on horseback is “observational,”
imagine a whole herd racing down a
field together, stopping almost simul-
taneously, doing a U-ey, and hauling
tail back the other way. Imagine every-
body hanging on with just the thighs —
nothing opposable or prehensile there
-- and deliberately smashing into oth-
erriders. That’s called the “bump.”

With one hand holding the reins, the
other wields a goliath-sized bamboo-
and-hardwood mallet. And they don’t

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
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MOORINGS - THE ANCHOR 52 800,000
Peerey SBR/SBAZHE home with deep waler
dock slevator, ond pool.  [MLS# 104400)
Jane Schwiering a473-6048

ORCHID ISLE 51,250,000
Riverfront 4BR/2.5BA pool home w/dock.
Great room, office and den. [MLS# 641 49)
Gena Grove/Andrew Horper 633-6334

F

FEBBLE BAY
Fool home on alimost 2 ocres in IR dhores,
4BR/4BA + guest cottoge,  (MLS#102503)
Beth Livers 559-4958

THE VILLAGE 5695000

ABR/S3.58A, 2stary, Fumished, Pivale enciove,

Walk fo shops, beach. [MLS#72741)
Susan Hart/Renee Nyquist 713-4547

BERMUDA CLUB $53%.000
ABR/A.58A with den, pogl and

3-car garage [MLS# 106488)
Joanne Qualile 532-1354

RIVULARIS 53
Farashic 4BR. Meticulously maint, Beautiiul
finishes. Master on 15 oo, (MLS# 107515)
Gena Grove/Andrew Harper 433-46334

PALM ISLAND PLANTATION 52,695,000
Breathtoking estate, 4/4.5 with river views,
dlock, & occearside cabana. [MLS#76390)
Debbie Bell 473-7255

PALM ISLAND PLANTATION  5$1.075.000
My CBS witie rool, "Essex’ plon, 3BRS3.58A,
pool, Den, 1=story, beoch club, [MLS#S5062)
Susan Hart/Renee Nyquist  559-4040

5787.000
Ocean view designer 38R, 4.5 BA,

VICTORIA

(MLS#105255]
559-8812

2 parking spoceas
Lucy Hendricks

INDIAN BAY - 50, BEACH 564%,000
Riverfrant] Recenily updaled. Uny

views, Open plan. Dock & it [MLS#104112)
Jane Schwiering 473-6048

INDIAN RIVER CLUB

5479000
[-story, 3BR +Den, Open ving area o poal,
Summer kitchen & golf views! [MLSH#78978)
Beth Livers/Peggy Hewett 559-495

ROBLES DEL MAR $219,000
Lovely remocieled ZBR +den, south wiew of
[ve ooks, pork under bidg.  [MLS#102901)
Sue Yahroes 532-8822

CENTRAL BEACH

51,250,000
New construction. East of AlAl CBE,

ABR/48A, 3,600 5o, ff. pod
Cheryl Burge
TR o LT

(MLS#103533)
538-0663

INDIAN TRAILS S985,000

Elegant 2008 B, Privarte 38R/3BAZHOR BAS

JCor Gar., Librory & Office [MLS#10454458)

Brown, Brugnoll & Garey &33-1472
N

SEAGROVE WEST 574%.000
48R /3.5BAf3CGE home wipool, spa &

summer kilchen, (MLS# 106603)
Joanne Qualle 532-1354

i, ..|
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ISLAND CLUB RIVERSIDE 557%.000
Courtyard hame w/pool, spa. 3/3.5+den.
Guesl Housa. Move right In! [MLS#104507)
Bob Faller

234-4373

BAY ISLAND CLUB 5399.900
Fantastic views of The ocean and super
ceniralkoation. Renovated, [MLSH 106829)
Brown, Brugnoll & Garey 433-1472

15t fioor 2/2, enclosed patio. Parking.
laundry, clubhouse, pool, (MLS# 10388%)

Lucy Hendricks 559-8B812

www.NORRISandCOMPANY.com

772-231-1270

3377 Ocean Dr. Vero Beach, FL 32963

800-635-5155
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BY MARY SCHENKEL
COLUMNIST

The competition was fierce at Vero’s
Top Chef Challenge event to benefit
the Homeless Family Center, as only
one could take home the coveted title
of Vero’s 2010 Top Chef.

The five contenders -- Chef Andrew
Keller from the Club at Pointe West,
Chef Michele Hennessey of River
Grille, Chef Neal Williams from the
Lakes at Pointe West, Chef Ray Mum-
ford from Oriente Restaurant at Costa
d’Este and Chef Nick Bradbury from
Quail Valley River Club -- had already
bested seven other chefs at the re-
markable Top Chef Qualifier event in
January, so it was now down to the best
of the best.

After winning in the qualifier, each
chef submitted one seafood dish and
one meat entree choice to Chef Joe
Faria, Executive Chef at Quail Valley
and the event’s chef coordinator, who
whittled the list down to a balanced
menu of five entrees.

(back) Lynne Zande, Carmela Kelly, Susan Zimmer, Betsy Hanley and Julie Poter

(front) Patti Mitchell, Kathi Fusco and Daphne Hagan

“A lot of them put a new twist on a
classic dish,” explained Faria, who ad-
mitted he was finding it difficult not
to be biased towards his Sous Chef

A casual, et elegant lifestyle awairs you ar The Palms, Vero's newest and
most luxurious beachside townhomes. Just one block to Vero's beauriful

beaches and walking distance to Ocean Drive dining and shuppin&:‘
The Palms ofters the luxury of fine living and resort ameniries wi
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REAL EBTATE

2901 Ocean Dr. « Vero Beach, FL - (772) 231-6509
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Nick Bradbury, who was competing
for Quail Valley. But when I asked who
he felt would come out on top, he just
smiled and said, “They’re all very tal-
ented and have worked very hard to
get where they are.”

The heavy prep work had all been

Chef Nick Bradbury of Quail Valley constructs
his dish of beef tenderloin, tri-layered scal-
loped potatoes, fried green beans and egg-
plant skewered with an infused bamboo stick
and drizzled with Asian sauces.

touches on their creations. “For each
dish, they have 20 minutes to plate and
serve 160 dinners; that’s seven plates a
minute,” explained Faria.

Lee and Suzanne Bertman, Kerstin Murphy, Liz Mayo, and Adam and Suzanne Bolinger

done in each individual chef’s kitchen
and was then transported to the Quail
Valley River Club event venue for the
final presentation. As we chatted dur-
ing the cocktail hour, Faria said, “Right
now there are about 20 of them in the
kitchen. At times like this, I stay out of
the way and spend more time in the
dining room.”

The whole process had to be care-
fully choreographed and the kitchen
became a hub of organized chaos as
chefs and their assistants put the final

Some loyal fans in the sold-out
crowd were there to cheer on their
favorite club or restaurant chefs, and
had virtually cast their votes even be-
fore tasting all of the selections, but the
majority were quite happy to wait and
let their palates make the decision.

Karen Mechling from The Club at
Pointe West was excited about Chef
Andrew Keller, who would be the first
one to present.

“I know he’s doing salmon; he did
some trial runs at the club and it went

Vero Beach 32963 / March 4, 2010

over exceptionally well,”
said.

As the guests sat down to partake
of the culinary delights, they looked
forward with enthusiasm to devour-
ing every tasty morsel. The innovative
creations turned out to be epicurean
perfection; the chefs all truly outdid
themselves. And each entree was ac-
companied by a different wine, spe-
cifically chosen by the chef to compli-
ment the dish.

Chef Andrew Keller, from the Club
at Pointe West, was the first present-
er. His cracked peppercorn studded
roulade of Scottish salmon with baby
spinach, wild mushrooms and teeny
pea-sized cucumber balls, turned sev-
eral salmon haters into salmon lovers.

ChefMichele Hennessey of the River
Grille, and the only woman contender,
served up a huge butterflied prawn
stuffed with pine nuts and tangy goat
cheese that was set atop a yummy ri-
sotto cake, paired with a savory salad.

Chef Neal Williams, from the Lakes
at Pointe West, went with an ultra rich
and delicious colossal lump crabmeat
créeme brulée, served alongside little
mounds of rosemary duchess potatoes
and asparagus spears, topped with tar-
ragon cream.

Chef Ray Mumford from Oriente
Restaurant at Costa d’Este impressed
the crowd with a unique presentation
of deconstructed Coq au Vin, which
even included little individual jars of
onion, fig and lardon jam. Later in the
evening my foodie friend Liz Mayo
told us lardon was bacon fat; which
of course just added to the richness of
the dish.

The final presenter was Chef Nick
Bradbury of Quail Valley River Club
who wowed guests with his spectacu-
larly constructed seared tenderloin
of beef towers. The beef, tri-layered
scalloped potatoes, fried green beans
and eggplant had been skewered with
an infused bamboo stick and drizzled
with Asian sauces.

When I asked, author Debbie Ma-
comber summarized her thoughts on
the gastronomic creations in just one
word, “Wow!”

With his usual flair, Commissioner
Wesley Davis got some spirited bid-
ding going on a number of live auction
items after dinner, including a combi-
nation of hand-selected wines, vari-
ous dining, entertainment, travel and
sports packages, and a custom dinner
for six by Chef Keller.

Guests each submitted one vote for
their favorite entree into bright, shiny
Cuisinart pots and pans from the Gift-
ed Cook, which were whisked away for
the final count. The votes tallied by a
panel of five expert judges, Dr. Harold
Cordner, Anne Devanney, Michael Fa-
hey, Elizabeth Kennedy and Kitty Wag-

Mechling

ner, accounted for 60% of the score,
and were combined with 40% from
guests.

While we waited for the results, Chef
Faria displayed his own singular style
with a rich chocolate and hazelnut
torte for dessert, served with a deli-
cious bright pink scoop that had every-
one stumped; I'm pretty sure nobody
guessed that it was beet ice cream.

Quail Valley COO Kevin Given had
high praise for Chef Faria and for Julia
Keenan , the center’s executive direc-
tor.

“She has greatly enhanced the repu-

tation and exposure of the Homeless
Family Center in the community. And
the committee is one of the best we've
worked with,” Given said.

Event co-chairs were Denise Finizio,
Julia Keenan and Dan Kross; the pre-
senting sponsor was George E. Warren
Corporation.

The highly anticipated final mo-
ment came when Chef Faria, with a
particularly big grin on his face, an-
nounced that Chef Ray Mumford of
Costa d’Este had come in second, and
that Vero’s 2010 Top Chef was his own
Sous Chef Nick Bradbury.

People

And, while we all went home sat-
ed and satisfied, it was also with the
thought that the money raised at the
event will help the Homeless Family
Center to provide programs and ser-
vices for those in the community who
are less fortunate.

According to Keenan, homeless
numbers in our area are on the rise.
Fundraisers and contributions help
the Center to provide shelter as well
as the tools that will empower indi-
viduals to find jobs and housing and to
become contributing members of the
community.

TEMPLE SECLAIR

YOU ARE INVITED TO MEET JEWELRY DESIGNER,
TEMPLE ST. CLAIR, FOR A BOOK SIGNING EVENT AND SHOWING OF
HER LATEST COLLECTION MARCH 4TH FROM 4-8pm.
EXCLUSIVE JEWELRY SHOW MARCH 5TH & 6TH.

v

3325 OCEAN DRIVE  VERO BEACH, FLORIDA

772-234-3404
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‘Angels’ help B

Allison Garrott with Wheatie and Bob Gibb

BY BARBARA YORESH
CORRESPONDENT

The youngsters of the Boys & Girls
Clubs of Indian River County were
touched by angels thanks to the 350
club officials, board members, bene-
factors and guests who attended the
“Angels Help Our Kids Take Flight,”

Photos: Tom McCarthy Jr.

ninth annual gala fundraiser.

The event was most appropriately
held in the Sun Aviation Hangar in
Vero Beach, which was provided gra-
tis, courtesy of Sun Aviation, Inc.

Board Chairman Jay McNamara
noted that endeavors on behalf of
children are rewarding and pay big
dividends.
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THE DINOSAURS
HAVE RETURNED:

BUT ONLY THROUGH MARCH 31.
CATCH THEM BEFORE THEY
BECOME EXTINCT!

SEE THE DINOSAURS AFTER DARK
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$9 ADULTS $8 SENIORS $5 CHILDREN
MEMBERS AND CHILDREN UNDER 3 FREE

RETUY) :
nmnsﬂﬁWAsm
MCKE

BOTANICAL GARDEN

350 US HIGHWAY 1 - VERO BEACH, FL 32962
772.794.0601 - WWW MCKEEGARDEN ORG

Monica and Shay Rowe

“It’s got a long-term pay-off when
you invest in kids. It has a ripple ef-
fect.”

James Byrd, teen director of the Se-
bastian club, echoed the sentiment.

“Everything we do is about the kids.
And when you invest in a child today,
you're investing in another child’s to-
morrow,” Byrd said.

From its modest beginnings in 2000
in two rented classrooms at Thomp-
son Elementary School in Vero Beach,
the Boys & Girls Clubs of Indian Riv-
er County has grown to locations in
Vero Beach, Sebastian and Fellsmere
serving more than 2,000 youngsters
ages 6-18. More than $6 million of an
$8 million capital campaign goal has
been raised and by the end of 2010
there will be new clubhouses in Vero
Beach and Fellsmere.

According to McNamara, one in
nine children in Indian River County
is a Boys & Girls Club member.

Chaired by Dr. Susan Blair Fries, co-
chaired by Diane Archer and an event
committee, the “Angels Help Our Kids
Take Flight” gala provides summer

oys & Girls Clubs take flight

Jay McNamara and Wanda Lincoln

camp scholarships for club kids. Last
year, more than 200 children received
scholarships through $70,000 contrib-
uted by 100 individuals and organiza-
tions.

“I'm very excited. When you see the
kids involved it’s so touching. They are
learning real and useful skills. It’s a
very fulfilling cause,” Fries said.

Committeewoman Wanda Lincoln
praised the support received by the
club.

The event committee and volun-
teers transformed a voluminous air-
craft hangar into a festive setting,
replete with pale blue and white bal-
loons and exquisite table settings
that echoed the blue and white color
theme.

Guests entering the hangar were
met and warmly greeted by young
club members.Clearly, the youngsters
were pleased to showcase their clubs’
core programs

Laurie Barrows of Windsor was im-
pressed with the children’s own dedi-
cation to volunteerism as well as that
of the benefactors.

Angel of the Year award-winner and
board member Roger Lynch was feted
for his successful fundraising efforts.
“The kids are the beneficiaries and
they should have a better shot at mak-
ing it in the world,” Lynch said.

Vero Beach 32963 / March 4, 2010

People

Ties that bind: Darby Gibbons remembered

BY MARY SCHENKEL
COLUMNIST

The late Darby Gibbons, educator
and friend to thousands of students
and their families, was remembered at
a special Tie-Bration Celebration held
last Thursday evening at Northern
Trust Bank.

Gibbons worked as an English
teacher, college counselor and Aca-
demic Dean at Saint Edward’s School,
and passed away after a long battle
with cancer in January, 2009. Gibbons
had also served for many years on the
board of Dollars for Scholars, and the
event was a fundraiser to benefit a
perpetual Morris A. “Darby” Gibbons
Memorial Scholarship that was estab-
lished in his honor.

Gibbons was well known for his
extraordinary collection of ties -- the
wilder the better according to his wife
Patti -- and guests had been encour-
aged to wear some of their favorite
Darby-like ties.

“My mother taught school for 40
years at Saint Helen’s and people
would give her earrings; they gave
Darby ties,” said Patti. “She’s wearing
a Grinch tie,” Patti said of her mother
Ollie Willmot. “They had a very spe-
cial relationship since they were both
teachers.”

Both Patti and Darby Gibbons grew
up in Vero Beach and met on a blind
date in 1966. “We went to Ocean Grill;
a very special place for us. We went
there for all special occasions, includ-
ing my birthday right before he died.”

Although “pinned” in college, she
eventually moved to Atlanta and he
to teach at a boarding school in Mas-
sachusetts. “We didn't see each other
for seven years. We both came back
for Christmas in 1976 and got married
in July, 1977.” They lived in Massachu-

Karen VanDeVoorde, Carol Fischman and Mary Johnston

setts until returning to Vero Beach in
the mid 1980s, when he began teach-
ing at St. Edward’s.

Sandy Kahle, who had intertwined
her soft pink and grey hued tie with
matching multi-colored pearls, said
that Darby had been her children’s
English teacher. “He was a wonderful,
wonderful teacher and had such a big
heart for the students. He really drew

people to him,” she said.

Nancy Luther, wearing a Mickey
Mouse tie that was from Darby’s col-
lection, said she and fellow classmate
Anne Replogle graduated from Vero
Beach High School a year after Darby
did. “He was absolutely brilliant and
the most compassionate person I've
ever known. He scored 1600 on his
SATs; a perfect score. He could have

done anything, and he chose educa-
tion. He gave of himself all the time;
he was the most selfless person I've
ever known.”

Of her festive jacket Alma Lee Loy
said, “I don't have a tie, but this is my
Darby jacket because it’s so bright and
colorful.”

Sporting a Gator tie, David Kanarek
remembered Darby as his advisor. “He
played an integral role in advising me
towards school.” Kanarek ultimately
received his Masters in Urban Plan-
ning from the University of Florida.
His mother Carol Kanarek was wear-
ing a Save the Children tie covered
with children’s happy faces.

Michele Sternberg had borrowed a
tie she gave to her husband that was
adorned with photos of their three
children. “Darby and I worked togeth-
er for 16 years. He was my boss, men-
tor and best friend at St. Eds’”

During a brief presentation, Dol-
lars for Scholars board member Gaye
Ludwig reiterated the theme of the
event, celebrating “the things that tie
us together” and added, “We all have a
special place for Darby in our hearts.”

Sam Block, another long-time board
member, said his ties with Darby went
back to their childhood together in
Vero Beach. “He went away to teach
school, but came back to Vero Beach
with a passion. He had great expecta-
tions for his students and tried to get
them to think; to use their intellect.”

“We are saluting that passion so that
we can help worthy students with a
need who wouldn’t otherwise be able
to pursue their own passions.”

Dollars for Scholars offers scholar-
ship opportunities to students with
financial need who demonstrate aca-
demic ability to succeed in pursuing a
post-secondary education.
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McKee dino event raises money for exhibits

Doug Mayhew of Pure Magic Ice Cream uses liquid nitrogen to freeze a bowl of ice cream as

children and parents watch at McKee Botanical Gardens.

BY MARY SCHENKEL
COLUMNIST

There was a nip in the air, but for-
tunately the heavy rains that deluged
the area earlier in the day had come to
a halt, giving way to a full moon that
shined down on Expedition McKee.

Photos: Tom McCarthy Jr.

Nobody enjoys dinosaurs more
than children, so with the return of the
McKee Dinosaur Invasion, organiz-
ers opted for a family friendly event in
place of their customary, and consid-
erably more formal, Orchid Ball.

To fund the dinosaur exhibit, McK-
ee purchased real ostrich eggs, which

BRENNER d(AS
ARCHITEC

Carli Israel, 7, picks out a bead to add to her shark-tooth necklace at McKee Botanical Gardens.

were sold to individual sponsors. A
calligrapher decorated the eggs with
sayings, memorials, etc. (see page 22)

“Whatever each sponsor want-
ed was put on their egg,” explained
board member Susan Schuyler Smith,
who chose the saying, “One genera-
tion plants the trees; another gets the
shade” for her egg.

The ostrich eggs are currently dis-
played as a temporary “Nest Egg”
exhibit nestled in the center of the
famous mahogany table in the Hall
of Giants. At the end of the dinosaur
exhibit, the eggs will be given to the
sponsors to commemorate their sup-
port.

Another group of exquisite “dino-
saur eggs” were on display in the Gar-
den Cafe and are available for sale.
Intricate scenes of McKee, and beau-
tifully detailed animals were hand-
painted onto the ostrich eggs by local
artists Gail Cohen, Emily Tremml, Rick
Kelly, Lionel Ogilvie, Janveer Miller
and Gail Cohen.

Artist Rick Kelly painted four scenes
of McKee on his egg, and merged them
all together for a lovely panoramic ef-
fect.

“It was a lot of fun, but it was diffi-
cult to hold it and paint and then try to
turn it and put it down without putting
my fingers into the wet paint. The best
part is the way the paint went into the
texture of the shell.”

Children were the honored guests
at the event, and there was plenty to
keep them busy. Each child was given
a Children’s Guide, made possible by a
grant from Quail Valley Charities, Inc.

They also had a scavenger hunt
sheet, dinosaur trivia questions and
miniature flashlights and happily
went off on trails around the Garden to
search for the various items. In addi-
tion to the dinosaurs, a lucky few were

able to view real owls perched up in
the trees.

Carly Conboy had invited a group of
her friends from St. Edward’s School,
to celebrate her 12th birthday. “I
thought it would be a cool idea,” said
Carly. “It's been fun being with all my
friends, walking around and seeing all
the dinosaurs. It’s a good experience
we can all share.”

Once back at the Education Build-
ing, kids could have their faces paint-
ed, get dinosaur tattoos, make their
own shark tooth necklaces or chow
down with their parents on the Dino
Bone-yard Buffet, catered by Bono’s.
Dinner had a delightfully Jurassic
slant, with Volcanic Extinction Coco-
nut Shrimp, T-Rex Teriyaki Beef Skew-
ers, Mesozoic Macaroni and Cheese,
Crustaceous Chicken Tenders and
Fossil Franks.

And dessert was Ice Age fascinating
and fabulous, according all accounts.
Liquid nitrogen was stirred into liquid
ice cream ingredients and in about a
minute, with a puff of icy mist, became
smooth and creamy Pure Magic Ice
Cream.

The verdict was “Awesome,” accord-
ing to Heidi Hartline, whose daughter
Hope was shivering with the cold, but
thoroughly enjoying her dish of straw-
berry ice cream.

McKee Executive Director Christine
Hobart was busy managing the pop-
corn machine, getting things ready for
the after dinner movie showing of, A
Night at the Museum.

“It’s the first time we've ever had
a family friendly event as a major
fundraiser. It’s fun to see the kids in
the garden, leading their parents and
grandparents around. This is what the
garden is about. We're here for the en-
tire community and it's wonderful to
see families enjoying it together.”
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Vero Polo

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Rocking K, for the Kahle family; and
Shamrock, John Walsh’s team.

After two decades in Vero Beach,
polo has become, if not plebian, a lot
more accessible to players and specta-
tors alike, thanks to a decidedly un-
stuffy crowd of old Vero friends work-
ing hard to ensure its survival.

Fears that the crown is slipping from
the Sport of Kings have not material-
ized, though polo, long considered the
domain of only the most affluent, has
evolved into a family pastime here.

Drawing a growing crowd of tail-
gating spectators lining up their lawn
chairs and blankets, it has maintained
its base of participants, even while the
recession has prompted some players
to hang up their mallets in larger polo
communities like Wellington.

Thanks to a core group of a dozen
well-known Vero families, who com-
bine sense of community with addic-
tion to the sport, polo here has thrived.
An ever-evolving league has managed
to endure the tough economic times
by volunteering to do chores it former-
ly hired out, and has ensured contin-
ued interest by encouraging younger
players.

Polo was ushered into Vero Beach in
the late 1980s by no less than nobility:
Charles, Prince of Wales. With great
fanfare and an international press en-
tourage, Prince Charles came to play at
the invitation of avid polo fans Galen
Weston and Geoffrey Kent, founders of
Windsor, the north-island community
as elegant as the sport it championed.

From its roots at Windsor, Vero
Beach polo trotted west around 2000,
to the similarly New Urbanist if con-
siderably more affordable neighbor-
hood of Pointe West, a mile or so be-
yond the city’s mall on state road 60.

Today, public matches are played
on the field at The Polo Grounds, a

Spectators watch the final of four chukkers
in The Children’s Cup at The Polo Grounds at
Pointe West.

development adjacent to and south
of Pointe West, with larger homes sur-
rounding what doubles — once the div-
ots are stomped -- as a well-groomed
park, set off by the crisp white fences
of a handsome equestrian center and
boarding stable at its western edge.

With several families now saddling
up their third generation for play, a
sense of small-town familiarity over-
lays the Old World tradition pervad-
ing the field where play takes place
every Sunday at 2 — barring inclement
weather.

There, during a season that starts
in January and runs through Easter,
the English-accented commentary
of Dawn Garvey Redman often in-
cludes this assurance of action: After
bullfighting and Formula One racing,
polo, she claims, is the third most dan-
gerous sport.

“It is not for the faint of heart,” says
George Kahle, the senior statesman of
Vero polo, pointing to various bones
he has broken “here, and here, and
here.”

“The Kahles have made a huge
commitment to family polo,” says
John Walsh, whose national celebrity
as host of “America’s Most Wanted”
falls away on the Vero field, where he
becomes just one more polo fanatic.
“They’ve done a tremendous job.”

“George and Sandy Kahle are part
of a great group of people,” says Peter
Busch, a member of the beer-brewing
dynasty and father of Tiffany Busch, an

;#7038 | Warehouse Sale

Main Store Warehouse

1882 Old Dixie Highway
Vero Beach, Florida 32963

FOR 3 DAYS ONLY!!

Thursday, March 11th ~ 10:00 am to 5:00 pm
Friday, March 12th ~ 10:00 am to 5:00 pm
Saturday, March 14th -~ 11:00 am to 4:00 pm

up-and-coming player on the national
scene. “That’s been one of the driving
forces to keep me out there — these are
all my friends. The other is the all the
children. I truly hope this club stays
with it.”

Kahle is so blinded by the love of the
sport that he is able to watch unflinch-
ingly as not only his son Dolf plays, but
also his 15-year-old grandson, Devon.

On this particular afternoon, the
striking blond boy who has suddenly
shot up and filled out into a serious
presence on his thoroughbred horse
was charging down the field with the

People

ball in play and suddenly came off
his horse, falling on to the field. He
promptly got back in the saddle, and
with a deft turn or two and a well-
guided swipe of the mallet, proceeded
to score a goal seconds after his mis-
hap. A cheer rose up from the crowd.
Devon Kahle lives on a curving bar-
rier island street dripping with live
oaks and leading to the ocean, where
his great-great grandmother, Grace
Hopwood, kept a family beach house.
(Her husband — Devon’s great-great
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Rocking K, for the Kahle family; and
Shamrock, John Walsh’s team.

After two decades in Vero Beach,
polo has become, if not plebian, a lot
more accessible to players and specta-
tors alike, thanks to a decidedly un-
stuffy crowd of old Vero friends work-
ing hard to ensure its survival.

Fears that the crown is slipping from
the Sport of Kings have not material-
ized, though polo, long considered the
domain of only the most affluent, has
evolved into a family pastime here.

Drawing a growing crowd of tail-
gating spectators lining up their lawn
chairs and blankets, it has maintained
its base of participants, even while the
recession has prompted some players
to hang up their mallets in larger polo
communities like Wellington.

Thanks to a core group of a dozen
well-known Vero families, who com-
bine sense of community with addic-
tion to the sport, polo here has thrived.
An ever-evolving league has managed
to endure the tough economic times
by volunteering to do chores it former-
ly hired out, and has ensured contin-
ued interest by encouraging younger
players.

Polo was ushered into Vero Beach in

the late 1980s by no less than nobility:
Charles, Prince of Wales. With great
fanfare and an international press en-
tourage, Prince Charles came to play at
the invitation of avid polo fans Galen
Weston and Geoffrey Kent, founders of
Windsor, the north-island community
as elegant as the sport it championed.
From its roots at Windsor, Vero

Beach polo trotted west around 2000,
to the similarly New Urbanist if con-
siderably more affordable neighbor-
hood of Pointe West, a mile or so be-
yond the city’s mall on state road 60.

Today, public matches are played
on the field at The Polo Grounds, a
development adjacent to and south
of Pointe West, with larger homes sur-
rounding what doubles — once the div-
ots are stomped -- as a well-groomed
park, set off by the crisp white fences
of a handsome equestrian center and
boarding stable at its western edge.

With several families now saddling
up their third generation for play, a
sense of small-town familiarity over-
lays the Old World tradition pervad-
ing the field where play takes place
every Sunday at 2 — barring inclement
weather.

There, during a season that starts
in January and runs through Easter,
the English-accented commentary

of Dawn Garvey Redman often in-
cludes this assurance of action: After
bullfighting and Formula One racing,
polo, she claims, is the third most dan-
gerous sport.

“It is not for the faint of heart,” says
George Kahle, the senior statesman of
Vero polo, pointing to various bones
he has broken “here, and here, and
here.”

“The Kahles have made a huge
commitment to family polo,” says
John Walsh, whose national celebrity
as host of “America’s Most Wanted”
falls away on the Vero field, where he
becomes just one more polo fanatic.
“They’ve done a tremendous job.”

“George and Sandy Kahle are part
of a great group of people,” says Peter
Busch, a member of the beer-brewing
dynasty and father of Tiffany Busch, an
up-and-coming player on the national
scene. “That’s been one of the driving
forces to keep me out there — these are
all my friends. The other is the all the
children. I truly hope this club stays
with it.”

Kahle is so blinded by the love of the
sport that he is able to watch unflinch-
ingly as not only his son Dolf plays, but
also his 15-year-old grandson, Devon.

On this particular afternoon, the
striking blond boy who has suddenly
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shot up and filled out into a serious
presence on his thoroughbred horse
was charging down the field with the
ball in play and suddenly came off
his horse, falling on to the field. He
promptly got back in the saddle, and
with a deft turn or two and a well-
guided swipe of the mallet, proceeded
to score a goal seconds after his mis-
hap. A cheer rose up from the crowd.

Devon Kahle lives on a curving bar-
rier island street dripping with live
oaks and leading to the ocean, where
his great-great grandmother, Grace
Hopwood, kept a family beach house.
(Her husband - Devon’s great-great
grandfather — and Pointe West devel-
oper Tom Jones’s grandfather were
partners in Calgon, the Pittsburgh-
based water softener and bath prod-
ucts company.) Devon’s great-grand-
father is Dan Richardson, beloved Vero
philanthropist and former citrus man.

In a sense, Vero’s history in the dual
rural pursuits of ranching and groves
may be at the root of its unfussy em-
brace of polo today. Indeed, the land
where the polo is played today was
once planted in citrus trees; cattle still
graze in adjacent pastures.

Devon remembers “hanging on to
my dad’s belt loops” when he first sat
on his father’s saddle as a four-year-
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The big risk: 42nd Street pays off for Riverside

BY MICHELLE GENZ
STAFF WRITER

With an unprecedented five-week
scheduled run that ends this week-
end, 42nd Street has become by far
and away the largest-selling show in
Riverside’s 37-year history.

Kill the lights on a faltering econ-
omy. In a classic case of “The show
must go on!” Riverside Theatre has
defied the odds and triumphantly
produced a show that some say will
mark a turning point in the caliber of
productions it can financially afford
to mount.

Launching an innovative means of
fund-raising that engaged donors in
the very process of production, Allen
Cornell, artistic director, tapped into
a spirited group of supporters that
seemingly can't wait to do the same
thing next year.

“The extraordinary success of 42nd
Street will propel our theater into a
higher level of theater production,
involving more large musicals, lon-
ger runs and wider audience appeal,”
said Richard Starke, longtime River-
side supporter, in whose honor the
main stage was named. “It is a win/
win for the theater and for the com-
munity.”

Just three weeks into the five-
week run, the show had been seen
by 19,000 people. Last year’s La Cage
aux Folles, the previous record-hold-
er that inspired staff to produce the
block-busting “42nd Street” this sea-
son, sold 15,000 seats by the end of its
four-week run.

Those numbers have been dwarfed
by 42nd Street. By the end of the third
weekend, individual ticket sales had
already doubled the combined to-
tal of Riverside’s three productions

Bobbie Olsen, Cynthia Bardes, Barbara Stark, Ann Jones

staged this season.

Even before the curtain rose on
opening night, the box office reported
6,000 advance tickets sold, another
record.

Those numbers are likely to be
wildly encouraging to a special group
of fans: the so-called “patron produc-
ers” who gave targeted donations to
offset the expensive production. In
exchange, the donors got a flyspace
view of the entire staging process,
from the thrill of group auditions at a
Chelsea audition space last fall, to the
first designer’s run-through in sweat
pants and pony tails as opening night
neared.

Last October, setting in motion his

own Shakespearean play-within-the-
play not unlike the premise of 42nd
St., Cornell held a sort of casting call
of donors who would in turn watch
the kneading and prodding of the play
take place over the next four months.

Knowing the show would be the
most priciest the producing theater
had ever mounted (though it casts its
shows in New York, Riverside creates
its own sets, costumes, and lighting,
and rehearses the show here in Vero),
Cornell asked a handful of Riverside’s
supporters and board members, in-
cluding Judy Schneebeck, Dhuanne
Tansille and Bobbie Olsen if they
would help raise funds specifically for
this one production. He asked them

Photo: Tom McCarthy Jr..

to sign on 10 patron producers.

Within a month, the exuberant
group had found him not ten — but 16.
Their combined $160,000 was a sub-
stantial chunk of the final tally it took
to produce the show: $500,000.

“It was a calculated leap off a cliff,”
says marketing director Oscar Sales.
With the town still in the clutches of
an economic downturn, Sales and
others worried that seeing live theater
would be a last priority for residents.
But his publicity effort, along with
a near-viral word-of-mouth - not to
mention the contagion of an endless-
ly engaging cast -- had shows packed
through last weekend. At press time,
ticket availability for this last week-

RIVERSIDE €% THEATRE

Distinguished Lecturer Series
Simulcast Tickets Available in Waxlax Theatre

PRESIDENT PERVEZ
MUSHARRAF

March 8

FORMER PRESIDENT OF PAKISTAN

o Tickets Available for 4pm & 6pm lectures $60 per seat

e Waxlax Ticket holders invited to speaker reception
between lectures

e Stark Mainstage SOLD OUT for all lecturers

Call 772.231.6990 or 800.445.6745

3250 Riverside Park Drive, Vero Beach www.riversidetheatre.com

MAJESTIC Mov

LANE, VERO BEACH, |

(772) 770-0773

LORIDA 32980

LINE:

L&‘ND (o
(N DISNEY DIGITAL 3D!

WWW.MAJESTICVERO.COM

Vero Beach 32963 / March 4, 2010

Page 21

By the end of the third
weekend, individual
ticket sales had already
doubled the combined
total of Riverside’s three
productions staged
this season.

end of performances could not be as-
certained.

No one has been more effusive than
the patron producers themselves.

“I came back after opening night
and bought eight more tickets,” said
Gail Williams, as others chimed in
with similar second thoughts.

Heidi Waxlax and her husband
Lorne have seen the show three times,
and last week, were debating a fourth.

“This is the most fun money I have
ever given away,” said Lorne Waxlax.
“I think “La Cage” was absolutely
wonderful. But I think ‘42nd Street’
has never been done better.”

On opening night five weeks ago,
Cornell presented each patron with
a boutonniere that proved a beacon
to audience members elated after the
performance.

“People were coming up to us and
tapping us on the shoulder to say
thank you,” said Marlynn Scully. “The
best comment of all that I heard was,
‘They could take this show and put it
right in the middle of Broadway.” And
it’s true.”

“Let’s face it: this is a sophisticated
group,” said a radiant Sales. “These
people are cultured; they know the-
ater. These are people who probably
paid top dollar to see ‘The Producers’
when it first came out on Broadway.
And they’re saying this production
was better than what they saw in New
York.”

“Allen Cornell deserves a large share
of the credit,” said Starke. “But it takes
awide range of talents to bring a com-
plicated musical to this high level of
performance. There must have been
100 people involved. I lived in New
York for many years, and I would not
expect to see a better performance on
Broadway.”

The first hint of the fun came in
New York in October, where several of
the patron producers rendezvoused
at an audition space in Chelsea. “We
all thought we were going get our
Christmas shopping done, but once
we got to the audition, we never left,”
said an almost star-struck Ann Jones.
“The amount of talent was incred-
ible.”

“Sixty-seven kids auditioned for the
principal roles,” said Marlynn Skully,

astonished at the turnout, and jok-
ing that the prospect of spending two
months in Florida in winter may have
lured some particularly talented pros-
pects.

But times were hard for actors in
other ways besides the weather. “On
the third day, the choreographer had
the whole ensemble sit down facing
themselves in front of the mirror, and
he said, ‘Now I want you all to imag-
ine you're in the middle of a depres-
sion.” And they all shouted back, ‘We
are!””

“The toughest thing was watching

Arts/ Theatre

the people who weren’t going to make
it,” said Bill Skully. “But then, you'd
see them going down the hall and
through another door - they were go-
ing to another audition.”

For Kathie Pierce, the intimacy of
the dry run, known as the designer’s
run-through, proved the most stir-
ring. “You don't realize what the ac-
tors and the actresses go through”
by only seeing the final production,
she says. “To see it without costumes,
without makeup, then to come and
see the final production is an amaz-
ing experience.”

“We thought they did a great job in
the designer’s run-through,” said Hei-
di Waxlax. “But then when we heard
them all say, ‘Now the work begins.” ”

And soon the work is over, at least
for the cast. Sunday, while the crew
breaks down the set, Gail Williams
will be setting up the pool party for
them to celebrate one last time to-
gether. “There’ll be plenty of wine,”
she says. And if the music’s right, she
may get a encore — this is a group that
loves to dance.

“They told us they tap dance four-
and-a-half miles in one show,” she
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At McKee, there’s art in those ‘Dino’ eggs

A painted Ostrich egg by Gail Cohen at McKee
Botanical Gardens

BY ALINA LAMBIET
STAFF REPORTS

McKee Botanical Gardens pur-
chased real ostrich eggs, which were
painted and calligraphied with spe-
cific sayings and sold to individual
sponsors as a fundraiser that was part

Painted ostrich eggs on display at McKee Botanical Gardens

-
3\

Photos: Tom McCarthy Jr.

“Rory Stewart seems to be living one of the most remarkable lives on record”

&
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Tuesday;, March,9*
6:30 pym. -~

Presentation — $50
to Benefit
Laura (Riding) Jackson Foundation, Inc.

A i
|

Lauira |Riding) Jackson

Reception - $50
Immediately Following to Benefit the
Turquoise Mountain Foundation

%

Reserved Seating
Is Now Available

Order online at

www. TheEmersonCenter.org
or call our Box Office at

772.778.5249

Yo Wl D Rovy Stewast

— The New York Times

Meet

merson Center

“What'’s Going Wrong in Afghanistan
and What We Could Do Better”

* Known for his legendary two year trek across
Pakistan, Iran, Afghanistan, India and Nepal
and his critically acclaimed book, 7he Places in
Between, a New York Times bestseller

* Director, Carr Center for Human Rights Policy —
Harvard Kennedy School of Government.

* Ryan Family Professor of the Practice of
Human Rights — Harvard University

* Founder/Chief Executive of Turquoise
Mountain Foundation, a non-profit investing
in the development of Afghanistan and the
rehabilitation of the old city of Kabul.

* Written for a range of publications, won
international awards for his writing, and his
books are translated in over ten languages and

currently being developed for film, stage and TV

HAPPENING AT THE

ersonCenter

1590 27th Ave., Vero Beach, FL 32960

(On the SE corner of 16th Street & 27th Avenue at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Vero Beach)

MARCH 15-16
Master Classes
with MET Star
MARCELLO GIORDANI

at The Emerson Center
visit TheEmersonCenter.org

MARCH 20

MARCELLO GIORDANI
In concert

===== = Meroedes Bang Ftilal]

COMING MARCH 28

Two Puccint Operas
SUor ANGELICA & GIANNI SCHICCHI

at VBHS Performing Arts Center

I VRO BEACH
Yl

X

@ L 3600 verobeachopera.org

NEW Box Office 564-5537
Information 560-6007

The Met Live
at the Majestic 11 Theatre

Opera Studies Programs
at the VB Museum of Art

SEASON SPONSOR

MELBOURNE

e/

at VBHS Performing Arts Center
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A painted Ostrich egg by Rick Kelly at McKee
Botanical Gardens

A painted Ostrich egg by Lionel Ogilvie at
McKee Botanical Gardens

A painted Ostrich egg by Emily Tremml at
McKee Botanical Gardens

of its Expedition McKee event last
weekend. (see page 16)

About a half-dozen local artists
painted the eggs, which sold from
$500 to $2,500.

“Whatever each sponsor wanted
was put on their egg,” explained
McKee board member Susan Schuy-
ler Smith. The ostrich eggs are cur-
rently displayed as a temporary “Nest
Egg” exhibit nestled in the center of
the famous mahogany table in the
Hall of Giants.

At the end of the dinosaur exhibit,
the eggs will be given to the sponsors

Arts/ Theatre

to commemorate their support.

Intricate scenes of McKee, and
beautifully detailed animals were
hand-painted onto the ostrich eggs
by local artists Gail Cohen, Em-
ily Tremml, Rick Kelly, Lionel Ogilvie,
Janveer Miller and Gail Cohen.

Artist Rick Kelly painted four
scenes of McKee on his egg, and
merged them all together for a lovely
panoramic effect. “It was a lot of fun,
but it was difficult to hold it and paint
and then try to turn it and put it down
without putting my fingers into the
wet paint.

eA hypnotic fusion

of Thythms

Ja

71/
¥
F, p;‘ﬂ ductions

Vero Beach High School
Performing Arts Center

Reserved seating
beginning at 525

PAC Box Office
(772) 564.5537

www.fwpjambalaya.com

The best part is the way the paint
went into the texture of the shell.”
Artist Lionel Ogilvie said he painted
his egg in under two hours - a strik-
ing Monet-like miniature landscape
of McKee in bloom.

He wanted to be sure he could get it
ready and sent to the gardens for the
event, all for a good cause.

Another group of exquisite “dino-
saur eggs” are on display in the Gar-
den Cafe and are available for sale.

For more information on the eggs,
call McKee at 794-0601

ayd
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A secret language: Sculpture by John Bisbee

L. L. ANGELL
COLUMNIST

He forges art from nails---the sim-
plest of structures ordinarily used to
hang art not make it. But in the sculp-
tor John Bisbee’s hands, the common
carpenter’s nail becomes something
extraordinary. For the past 22 years,
Bisbee has transformed nails and
spikes of all sizes into original and
compelling sculptures.

Stand quietly a moment and you
can almost hear John Bisbee and his
power hammer beating out a singular
rhythm. Lift. Load. Bang. Lift. Load.
Bang.

That’s the sound Bisbee makes for
hours at a time working in his open
shed in Brunswick, Maine. That’s
where he created the flattened spikes
that dance across the walls of the
Schumann Gallery at the Vero Beach
Museum of Art. Titled “Dendryte,” the
sculpture crawls across the wall like it’s
alive. Some viewers have compared it
to a gigantic school of fish, a manatee,
or seaweed. Others have seen spi-
ders, hundreds of them, marching in
rhythm.

“Dendryte” is one of six sculptures
in “A Secret Language: Sculpture by
John Bisbee” on exhibit at the muse-
um through June.

Each individual piece in the sculp-
ture consists of between nine and
thirteen spikes.  Using long tongs,
Bisbee takes each red-hot spike out of
a furnace and puts it in a power ham-
mer. When he presses a foot pedal, the
pneumatic device hammers the spike
with the strength of 155 pounds. That’s
the lift -- load -- bang sound coming
from his shed. Bisbee hammers away
until he’s got the shape he wants. Then
he moves on to the next spike. Con-

“Helio”, from “Ton" series, 2006, Stacked and flattened 12 inch spikes, Dimensions variable

sidering that “Dendryte” covers a fair
amount of one wall and turns the cor-
ner spreading onto the adjoining one,
that’s a lot of spikes and hammering.

For this sculpture, as for all his art,
Bisbee is inspired by nature. “Com-
ponents of dendrite are like starfish
meeting in the middle and they have
to meet seamlessly. I weld in the back
and each one gets a screw in the mid-
dle. That’s how I attach them to the
wall,” he says.

Each individual sculpture is made
so that Bisbee can disassemble, pack
up, and move it on his own. For this
exhibition, Bisbee’s younger brother,
Charlie, helped him drive the sculp-
tures down from Maine. Upon arriv-

ing at the museum, Bisbee’s next chal-
lenge is the installation, which takes
days. There’s no set order for the indi-
vidual pieces that make up a particular
sculpture and each one comes apart --
completely. In the case of “Dendryte,”
it had been installed only once before.

Bisbee was visibly excited when he
saw the Schumann Gallery, telling
staffers it was the first time he'd put
it up using a corner. One docent said
Bisbee walked around first, getting the
feel of the gallery, then started looking
through the pieces, unpacking them,
to find the ones he could use along the
corner.

“How I put it up is dictated by the
gallery,” he said later. “I have no pre-

conceived idea. I wanted “Dendryte”
to make a wrapping gesture, going
around the corner. The nails are defi-
nitely in charge.

“I call myself an aesthetic subcon-
tractor. It’s all intuition.”

For most visitors to the museum,
“Dendryte” appears to be alive and
moving. That quality may be one of the
most intriguing aspects of this unique
sculpture exhibition. It is a refreshing
and energizing experience just to be
with these sculptures in an otherwise
perfectly empty room. Moving from
sculpture to sculpture, one word that
keeps coming to mind is rhythm. In-
credible as it may sound, each of these
very six sculptures has its own individ-

INTEREST FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE

Specializing in Comprehensive Dental Care,
Veneers, Reconstructive ¢ Implant Dentistry
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ual rhythm. In fact, each piece seems
strangely alive.

Bisbee takes these plainest objects
in the world - nails -- and transforms
them into a writhing sea creature of the
imagination such as “Dendryte,” then
stacks them into one perfect ridge-
backed circle in another, like the pre-
cisely formed “Helio.”

According to Bisbee, it all started
when he kicked over a can full of rust-
ed nails. He was studying ceramics at
Alfred University in western New York,
planning to become a potter. He calls
the day he quit the college lacrosse
team, midway through his freshman
year, his “declaration of action.”

After quitting the lacrosse team, Bis-
bee went rambling along a desolate
country road outside of Alfred, looking
for materials for his art. He remembers
the abandoned house where he experi-
enced his nail epiphany. The roof had
fallen in, and the inside was soaked. It
looked like whomever had lived there
had moved out in a hurry because the
bed was still made. Beside the house,
Bisbee saw a 5-gallon bucket of rusty
nails. He kicked it over and the nails
fell out in a clump, sticking together in
the shape of the bucket.

“I just thought it was fascinating,”
says Bisbee.

That was the start of what can only
be called an obsession. How else could
he have created “Helio”? Measuring
84 by 84 by 9 inches, the sculpture is
made up of 12-inch spikes. That’s it.
And they aren't welded together either.
They'’re simply stacked. Part of a series
called “Tons,” “Helio” is made up of
nails weighing a ton.

Bisbee says the circular shape of
the sculpture is inevitable. “That’s
the shape the nail demands to make,”
he says. “When you stack enough of
them, they have to become circles. The
hard part is getting the first circle per-
fect and seamless and being on ones
knees the whole time.”

While on his hands and knees, in-

stalling “Helio” at the museum the last
week of January, Bisbee did stop occa-
sionally to rest, sitting in the corner to
sing and play his guitar.

And once his sculptures are installed,
Bisbee may have to go back for a tune
up. At a previous exhibition at the Port-
land Museum of Art people kept kick-
ing “Helio” over.

“They couldn't believe the nails
weren't welded together. So the mu-
seum asked me to drive down once a
week and put it back in order. They
paid me with lunch,” Bisbee says,
sounding surprisingly good-natured.

From the alive and writhing “Dendr-
yte,” to the classic precision of the cir-
cular “Helio” on to “Scale,” a heaping
twisty mass of flattened twelve-inch
nails, it’s plain to see that Bisbee really
does let the nails do the talking. At first
glance, this sculpture could be a lumpy
ball of fishing nets, or a whole lot of
wire coat hangers gone psycho, or even
a large and wooly dog curled up, fast
asleep.

Like “Dendryte,” “Scale” is another
spontaneous installation-piece. It
comes apart, going in a barrel for
transportation, allowing Bisbee to pile
it freely on the floor however he likes.
Maybe it’s all those repeating calli-
graphic curves, that make it seem so
cuddly, but this one is especially hard
not to touch.

Nothing could be more different
from “Scale” than “Bloom”. Made of
bent, flattened and welded 12-inch
spikes, “Bloom” has a 51-inch diam-
eter.

It could be an icon for the perfect
hurricane. It’s a tight, black, vortex of
energy on the wall. In the same school
as the mathematically precise “Helio”,
“Bloom” is a flying ninja death weapon,
a surreal swarm of bees, and reminis-
cent of Da Vinci’s intricate botanical
ink drawings. Each nail is hammered
to a perfect curve.

Bisbee grew up in Cambridge, Mass.,
attending Milton Academy, where his

THE ADMIRALTY GALLERY

Shane Michael Couch “Queen” and “Elmina” off Sandy Hook, 1907, 12 x18”
3315 Ocean Drive, Vero Beach ¢ 772.231.3178 * www.admiraltygallery.com
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father taught math. He always wanted
to be an artist. Though he thrived on
the athletic field, Bisbee scraped by
academically.

“I was very sad throughout high
school. I wanted to make stuff, but
they (the education system) took that
away from me.”

His mother, Ann Porter, a therapist
who worked at Harvard University’s
counseling center for years, says, “Art
saved his life.”

After graduating from Alfred Univer-
sity in 1990, Bisbee wandered, living
in an abandoned building in Wichita,
Kan., then renting a basement in a
drug-infested neighborhood in Spo-
kane, Wash., but he never stopped
sculpting. That devotion eventually led
to a residency at the prestigious Mac-
Dowell Colony in New Hampshire.

That's where Bisbee met the chair-
man of Bowdoin College’s visual arts
department who hooked him up with a
part-time teaching gig in 1996. Bisbee
has been there, teaching in Brunswick,
Maine ever since.

For Bisbee, making art is like breath-
ing---essential. It’s the day-to-day stuff
that’s difficult. He admits to having no
savings account, or IRA, and for many
years, no house. Describing that time,

Bisbee says, “I lived like a rodent.”

Speaking of rodents, Bisbee’s college
students don’t mind a bit, when his pet
mouse, Pepper, pops out of his pocket
in the middle of class.

Bisbee says he rescued it as an or-
phan. “It was after a huge rain, after a
party,” he says. “And here was this little
hairless wonder in the driveway.”

Since teaching at Bowdoin College
for the past 14 years, Bisbee has devel-
oped some sage advice for struggling
artists.

“The work will take care of you. If you
do something you love long enough
you will have great philosophical joy
and you will have financial stability as
well,” he says. “No one does high qual-
ity work for over a decade without be-
ing recognized.”

And for anyone who dreads Monday
mornings, Bisbee says, “So many stu-
dents tell me they're afraid to take the
risk, that they can’t support themselves
atart. And I tell them that my true fear
is having a crappy job that I go to day
after day.”

‘A Secret Language: Sculpture by
John Bisbee” is on exhibition at the Vero
Beach Museum of Art through June 27.
For information, call 772-231-0707 or
visit www.vbmuseum.org.
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Cattle Barons’ Ball to ‘give cancer the boot’

BY BARBARA YORESH
CORRESPONDENT

It'’s a disease that engenders fear at
the mere mention of its name: cancer.

The dreaded affliction personally
touches the lives of one in two men
and one in three women in the United
States and claims more than 500,000
lives per year in this country. But there
is treatment, there is survival and there
is hope for a cure.

To that end, the American Cancer
Society of Indian River County is set
to present its 10th Anniversary Indian
River Citrus Gala & Cattle Barons’ Ball
fundraiser entitled “Stetsons & Stilet-
tos” on Saturday, March 6 from 6 —
11:30 p.m. at Paris Air, Inc. located at
3300 Airport West Drive in Vero Beach.

The gala is co-chaired for the sec-
ond year by Vinnie and Diane Par-
entela and sponsored by the Egan
Foundation and George E. Warren
Corporation. Tickets are $200 per per-
son.

Western attire will be “de rigueur”

Elaborately decorated ceramic boots sit on
display in the front window of the Cultural
Council on 14th Avenue in downtown Vero

Beach. Photos: Tom McCarthy Jr.

but whatever the manner of dress, at-
tendees can be assured that wheth-
er they are wearing Tony Lamas or
Manolo Blahniks, the evening will be
filled with great barbecue food, thirst-
quenching beverages, gaming, live
music, dancing, and auctions to ben-
efit a worthy cause.

A special feature will include an auc-
tion of handcrafted ceramic Western-
style boots individually decorated by
area artists to “give cancer the boot.”
Artists participating in the project in-

Beachside

Dental

“Comprehensive Care,
Uncompromising Service”

CALL NOW
FOR OUR $97 NEW
PATIENT SPECIAL!

0% INTEREST FINANCING AVAILABLE

Don't let fear of the dentist keep you from achieving your dental
goals. At Beachside Dental we are pleased to offer the latest in
IV CONSCIOUS SEDATION during your dental treatment. Find
comfort that goes beyond a "pill”.

Ask us about our services

* [VSEDATION * EMERGENCY CARE
* Veneers * Crowns and Bridges
* Cosmetic Dentistry * Childrens Dentistry
* Dental Implants  * Extractions

clude Ruth Ann Holt, Heidi Hill, Penny
Aliyetti, Marjorie Bohler, Donna Bry-
an, Judy Burgarella, Freeman Daven-
port, Terri Finethys, Freddie Gibson,
Mary Su Gibson, Deborah Gooch,
Maggie Irvin and Barbara Sharp.

“It's our 10th anniversary and we
wanted to depict this larger than life.
Supporting the American Cancer Soci-
ety through this gala can help us give
something to ourselves, our children
and grandkids because a world with
more birthdays is a world with less
cancer,” said Nancy Madsen, area ex-
ecutive director for the American Can-
cer Society.

Vero Beach artist/sculptor Ruth
Ann Holt - acclaimed for her stunning
TurtleTrax mermaid-adorned turtles
created to benefit the county Men-
tal Health Association — was tapped
to chair a “call to artists” who would
hand-sculpt and adorn the ceramic
boots for the auction. Like many in-
volved with the gala, Holt’s life was
touched by cancer.

“My mother died from lymphoma
cancer in 2008 and I wanted to help
raise money for cancer. I loved the
opportunity to meet with the other
artists. They've done such a marvel-
ous job and I hope the auction will be
real successful. The word “cancer” just
stops you in your tracks but you don’t
ever give up or lose hope. That’s why
it’s so important to keep the fundrais-
ing going,” Holt said.

Although one of her large-scale
TurtleTrax creations netted $25,000 at
another fundraising auction, the af-
fable artist decided not to decorate a
boot but rather concentrate her efforts
to coordinate the project which, after
juried selection of about 40 submis-
sions, netted 11 artists.

The ceramic boot “blanks” were

handcrafted by potter Heidi Hill, who,
like many other artists involved with
the effort, experienced cancer in her
family. Other artists decorated the
boots in a myriad of colors and motifs.

Sebastian artist Judy Burgarella’s
family was horribly afflicted with in-
cidences of the disease; three of her
siblings had lung cancer and one had
melanoma. Two have since died of the
disease, she said. Her daughter also
suffered from thyroid cancer but is
presently cancer-free.

Burgarella is drawn to Native Ameri-
can subject matter and chose related
designs to adorn her boot which is
called “Spirit of the Seminole.” One
side of the boot features a portrait of
Seminole Chief Osceola.

“There is historic significance in ev-
ery design I used on the boot and each
element is taken from traditional Na-
tive American designs. This is a very
good and worthwhile project,” Bur-
garella said.

Boot artist Deborah Gooch of Vero
Beach lost her grandfather and moth-
er to lung cancer.

“I don’t think there’s anyone I know
who hasn’t been touched by cancer.
It's such a horrible disease and I've
been involved with cancer fundrais-
ing for 30 years. I collect cowboy boots
and when I saw they'd be used for this
project, I said ‘this is perfect,” Gooch
said.

Her boot, entitled “A Local Legend
— Chuck Dent” depicts the late Vero
Beach Cowboy Hall of Famer riding a
bull and bronco. Surviving Dent fami-
ly members live next door to Gooch on
acreage west of town and raise minia-
ture horses.

For more information or reserva-
tions, call Nancy Madsen at (772) 562-
2272, ext. 115.
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My Vero

BY MARY SCHENKEL
STAFF WRITER

If you're looking for a Spanish ad-
venture, you need go no further than
An Affair to Remember Wine & Food
Fiesta at Costa d’Este on Wednesday;,
March 10.

Epicurean delights highlighting the
flavors of Spain will be complimented
by more than 12 vintages at wine tast-
ing stations throughout the ocean-
front resort.

In keeping with the evening’s Latin
theme, Don Soledad will delight with
musical entertainment and a num-
ber of silent auction items will feature
weekend getaways, and a host of other
items.

Funds raised benefit the American
Red Cross North Treasure Coast Chap-
ter. 562-2549

Bingo becomes a competitive sport
at the Senior Resource Association’s
annual Box Lunch Bingo event, held
this year at the Heritage Center, 11:30
a.m. Thursday, March 11. A “Purse

Game,” akin to Monty Hall’s Lets Make
aDeal days, the famous “Re-gift Moun-
tain” and a 50/50 drawing provide ad-
ditional entertainment throughout
the afternoon. It’s open to all ages and
skill levels. Proceeds benefit numer-
ous Senior Resource Association pro-
grams. 569-0760, ext. 102.

Last year’s Dancing with Vero’s Stars
to benefit the Indian River County
Healthy Start Coalition was such a
success; organizers opted to go with a
larger venue this year.

Star Dancers, have teamed up with
professionals and have spent hours
perfecting their fancy footwork in
hopes of winning the coveted mir-
rored trophy. The action begins at 7
p-m. Sat., March 13 at the Waxlax Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts at Saint Ed-
ward’s School. 563-9118.

Riverside Theatre will be gussied
up as the “Old Las Vegas Strip” for an
evening of Diamonds and Denim style
fun, Saturday, March 13. Ante up for
games of chance and Texas Hold’em,

Arts/ Theatre
Wine and Spanish delicacies to flow at Costa

enter the Flamingo Cabaret for con-
tinuous live entertainment, feast on
vittles and shooters at the Golden
Nugget and Silver Dollar Saloon or
take to the dance floor for line danc-
ing and two-stepping to The Dixie
Highway Band. They promise, “What
happens at Riverside Theatre, stays at
Riverside Theatre!” 231-6990.

Arts and Culture

We may not have hills in Vero but
we do have talent, and that talent will
come alive once again March 11 to 28
with The Sound of Music, presented
by the Vero Beach Theatre Guild. The
lovely Leigh Seirafi, who you may re-
member as Eliza in My Fair Lady, re-
turns to the stage as the effervescent
Maria.

She is joined by James Mitchell, last
seen in Cabaret, who plays the part of
Captain von Trapp.

Talented young performers Erin Mc-
Donald, Ryan Roberson, Kelli Adams,

Taylor James Walker, Shae McDonald,
Kendra Osborn and Julia Weinbrecht
perform as the children, all under the
direction of Tony Della Rocca. 562-
8300

Tchaikovsky =~ Competition Gold
Medalist Elmar Oliveira will be the
Atlantic Classical Orchestra’s featured
soloist, performing Beethoven’s im-
mortal Violin Concerto on Thursday,
March 11at the Waxlax Center for the
Performing Arts at St. Edward’s School.
The presentation will also include Da-
nius Milhaud’s jazz-inflected master-
piece La Creation du Monde and con-
temporary composer Michael Torke’s
Adjustable Wrench.

Acclaimed by Florida Monthly Mag-
azine as the “best arts and crafts show
in Florida,” and ranked number 57
in the top 200 shows in the nation by
Sunshine Artist, the 59th annual Un-
der the Oaks Fine Art and Crafts Show
presented by the Vero Beach Art Club,
takes place Friday, March 12 to Sunday
March 14. 231-0303
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“| thought | would never run another marathon. My varicose veins had become very
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was diagnosed with lung cancer, although she had never smoked a day in her life.
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the race. In her honor, | ran with a life-saving mission in the
NYC marathon as part of Fred's Team. Dr. Beckett has removed
my varicose and spider veins and keeps my legs feeling
good enough to run, my Mom's memory gives
me reason to run!”

Heather Macintyre,
marathon runner
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Art in the Park at Humiston has record sales

Dave and Sue Cuddie walk past paintings by Sue Roby-Dinenno on sale at Art in the Park.

BY ALINA LAMBIET
STAFF WRITER

All it took was postcard-perfect
skies and cool spring breezes this past
weekend to bring the art lovers out for
a record-selling Art in the Park at the
new refurbished Humiston Park.

“It was a spectacular show,” said

Photos: Tom McCarthy Jr.

Vero Beach Art Club president Sue
Dinenno. Though one show was held
in January at the park, the weather
was a miserable 39-degrees. Not many
brave souls ventured out.

But with better weather, particularly
on Sunday, Dinenno estimates some
600 people strolled along the new
Ocean Drive promenade, picking up

Robert Fortuna looks at the Gloria Renneker’s Unique Bottle Art wine bottle hors d'oeuvre

plates at Art in the Park.

some $12,000 in art from 26 vendors.

“That makes it an excellent show —
our best ever,” Dinenno said. “I think
people have been so cooped up that
once you had a nice, sunny day they
turned out in spades.”

Dinenno sees art sales turning
around after a tough couple of years in
the depressed economy. People were
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Marie Emerson and Betty Shepherd look
through prints of paintings by artist Minakshi
De at Art in the Park at Humiston Park.

buying lots of paintings, prints and
ceramics, she said. “But everything
seemed to do well.”

“That’s on items ranging from $25
to $2,000. I had some artists make in
excess of $2,000 ,” she said.

The artists who display their cre-
ations at Art in the Park are still figur-
ing out how to best show their materi-
als in the park’s new configuration.

“We're still getting used to it,” said
Dinenno, who added that some artists
are still under tents, while others are
not, and some portions of the prom-
enade are narrower. She’s not com-
plaining, however.

“It's a great venue; the city really
considered our needs in designing the
park, and when the shops and restau-
rant at Ocean Park open, it’s going to
be even better,” she said.

Joe Miranda gets his blood pressue chackes
by nurse M 3
Cardiovascular Associates.
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It’s a silent killer, but hypertension is easy to treat

Barbara Foley tests her blood pressure using
the free machine at the CVS in Indian River

Shores. Photo: Tom McCarthy Jr.

SANDRA RAWLS
CORRESPONDENT

At Oceola Home Care Pharmacy,
business is brisk this time of year.

Blood pressure monitors are devices
sold every day. Donna Morris, who
handles ordering, expects to see at
least 30 to be bought in March.

“People are trying to watch their
numbers at home,” Morris.

That’s good news because according
to a new report, the number of Ameri-
can suffering from hypertension has
reached “emergency proportions.”

Last week, a panel of the United
States Institute of Medicine jolted re-
ported that despite the relative ease
in diagnosing and treating high blood
pressure, doctors and patients aren’t
doing nearly enough to fight the per-
vasive disease.

They called on the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention to do
more to address the problem.

According to the report, prevalence
of hypertension, which causes more
than 17 percent of all deaths due to
disease now affects over a third of the
population.

Only smoking produces a more pre-
ventable cause of death says Dr. David
Fleming who headed up the panel.
Calling high blood pressure “a neglect-
ed disease” that has become the sec-
ond leading national killer behind

heart disease, he asked for a larger
commitment for prevention from the
CDC.

Currently, the CDC spends less than
$50 million dollars a year on programs
to prevent hypertension, while it costs
our health care system annually $73
billion to treat it.

The way to prevent hypertension?
Cut down on salt, lose some weight,

eat more fruits and vegetables and get
more exercise.

These solid admonitions have been
known for years, yet the number of
American’s who have high blood pres-
sure has increased 25 percent since
2000. African Americans have seen the
greatest increase with more than 35
percent of blacks suffering from hy-
pertension.

Earning Patient Trust for Over 30 Years.

Doctors generally prescribe beta
blockers and ACE inhibitors to control
blood pressure. Beta blockers reduce
the effect of physical exertion on heart
rate and the force of heart muscle con-
traction. ACE inhibitors lower the re-
sistance inside arteries and increase
the heart’s output.

What behaviors contribute to the
problem? Inconsistent use of these
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Lowering Blood Pressure
Without Drugs

Follow a DASH diet

Eat potassium rich foods like
avocados, bananas, cantaloupe,
honeydew melon, grapefruit, nec-
tarines, oranges, asparagus, broc-
coli, cabbage, cauliflower, green
peas, potatoes, and squash.

Eat magnesium rich foods like
nuts, rice, bananas, potatoes,
wheat germ, kidney and lima
beans.

There is some evidence that gar-
lic and the herb hawthorne can aid
in blood pressure reduction

Practice stress management
techniques like yoga, meditation,
and biofeedback

Have a dog or cat — these pets in
the home have been shown to re-
duce stress

Lose 10 Ibs.
Stop use of all tobacco products.

Get 30 minutes of exercise a day

medications, or not taking them at all,
is part of the problem.

At CVS pharmacy on AlA near the
Indian River Shores town limits, phar-
macy manager Steve Biers sees fre-
quent daily use of their free blood pres-
sure screening machine. He’s glad that
happens “because sometimes people
just don'’t realize they've developed a
problem, or their blood pressure has
crept up when it was controlled be-
fore. They feel good, no different than
they did, so they stop their medication
or don't take it every day. I see that a
lot. It’s really important to take your
medication and check your numbers
pretty often.”

Most people know heart disease
and high blood pressure usually go to-
gether. AtIndian River Cardiovascular
Associates, nurse Marissa McManus,
assistant to cardiologist Dr. Richard
Moore, is used to a practice that hums
like a top with little waiting for pa-
tients. They have a full schedule for the
current season. The busy office serves
some individuals, however, who lack
proper focus on their blood pressure.

“Ninety percent of our patents take
blood pressure medication of some
kind,” she says, “but you have those
that are in denial about it. Some get
different drug samples to try and then
don't take any when they run out.

Some don’t want to think about it.”

The new report dropped another
shocker.

Ofthose questioned, 86 percent who
have high blood pressure have insur-
ance and see a doctor yearly. But some
doctors are not aggressive if readings
are only slightly higher than the ac-
cepted “high normal” of 140 over 90.

If doctors sometimes relax guide-
lines and patients aren't vigilant about
their own medications and readings,
a little of the mystery of America’s in-
creasing high blood pressure numbers
gets easier to understand.

“In our country, if you live long
enough, you're almost guaranteed to
get hypertension”, says report’s co-
author Dr. Corinne Husten of the Part-
nership for Prevention, another non-
profit.

What in our lifestyle equates aging
with developing high blood pressure,
since in other parts of the world — par-
ticularly poorer countries — this is not
the case?

There is some complex chemistry
to consider. We know our more sed-
entary lives along with higher body
weights, high cholesterol, and smok-

Health

ing fuel greater national blood pres-
sure numbers. But beginning five
years ago, medical researchers have
known that a naturally occurring pro-
tein produced in the liver, C-reactive
protein or CRP is linked to high blood
pressure.

A Harvard Medical study of 21,000
nurses, conducted over eight years,
found higher blood levels of this com-
pound are significantly related to de-
veloping hypertension.

CRP is produced as part of the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 32
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of Radiology and the American College of Surgeon:s.
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At Oceola Home Care Pharmacy,
business is brisk this time of year.

Blood pressure monitors are devic-
es sold every day. Donna Morris, who
handles ordering, expects to see at
least 30 to be bought in March.

“People are trying to watch their
numbers at home,” Morris.

That’s good news because according
to a new report, the number of Ameri-
can suffering from hypertension has
reached “emergency proportions.”

Last week, a panel of the United

States Institute of Medicine jolted re-
ported that despite the relative ease
in diagnosing and treating high blood
pressure, doctors and patients aren't
doing nearly enough to fight the per-
vasive disease.

They called on the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention to do
more to address the problem.

According to the report, prevalence
of hypertension, which causes more
than 17 percent of all deaths due to
disease now affects over a third of the
population.

Calling high blood pres-
sure “a neglected disease”
that has become the sec-
ond leading national killer
behind heart disease, he
asked for a larger commit-
ment for prevention from
the CDC.

Currently, the CDC
spends less than $50 mil-
lion dollars a year on pro-
grams to prevent hyper-
tension, while it costs our
health care system annu-
ally $73 billion to treat it.

The way to prevent hy-
pertension? Cut down on
salt, lose some weight, eat
more fruits and vegetables
and get more exercise.
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have been known for years,
yet the number of Ameri-
can’s who have high blood
pressure has increased 25
percent since 2000. African
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Only smoking produces a more pre-  suffering from hypertension.
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t is the era of Kindles and eBooks, Ama-

zon.com and Wal-Mart. The technology is

changing, the competition is fierce. The

economy is weak, the discounting a night-

mare. Chain booksellers like B. Dalton’s

are closing. The Waldenbooks in Indian
River Mall is gone. Book superstore operator Bor-
ders is flirting with bankruptcy.

Then there is the Vero Beach Book Center, now
celebrating its 35" anniversary as a locally-owned in-
dependent bookseller. It seems almost unimaginable.

How is this possible? How does an indie
bookseller not only survive in a town of 30,000,
but become so highly regarded in publishing
circles that more writers include it on their book

tours than almost any other book store in Florida?

How does a bookstore in Vero Beach attract an
astonishing 2,500 people to a signing by celebrity
chef Emeril Lagasse, who then stays until 3 am to
autograph 600 books remaining after everyone has
finally left? How does the local bookstore so em-
bed itself in the community that many almost feel
sorry — almost — for the predators who sometimes
seem to be giving away best-sellers as a loss-leader
at Sam’s Club and Wal-Mart?

The answer lies in the story-book life of Tom and
Linda Leonard. For four decades, they have been mak-
ing what turns out to have been all the right moves. In
the process, they have turned their Vero Beach Book
Center into a rare edition: a success story?

Tom and Linda’s life together began like the
opening chapter of a flower-child ‘60s novel — spring
break and mini-vans, Daytona Beach and sunrise.
Linda was a senior at Michigan State University,
studying to be a nurse. Tom Leonard was at Rutgers,
majoring in environmental sciences. He had grown
up in New Jersey, and didn’t want to live anywhere
between Washington, DC and New York. “I didn’t
want to be anywhere where, if you say ‘Hello,” people
look at you, like, ‘What’s the matter with you?” “

So it was on that March 22" morning in 1969,
when a pretty blonde and her friends, who had hung
out at the Steak and Shake and played Red Rover,
Red Rover on the beach all night, trying to stay
awake for sunrise before heading back north, scam-
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pered up to his scraggly crew, emerging bleary-
eyed from their minivan, and Linda immediately
declared they needed a better place to sleep, Tom
found it very friendly indeed.

Tom bought Linda breakfast that spring break
morning, and they both knew they were in love —
they can still look across the table from each other
just retelling that simple fact. They corresponded
for a year, and two weeks after college graduation,
they got married.

“It was during Vietnam,” Tom Leonard points
out. “And I had a low draft number. So I said to Lin-
da, ‘We can begin our lives anywhere, but wouldn’t
it be good for you to be near your parents, in the
event I get drafted?™”

Rare edition:
Vero Beach
Book Center

BY MICHELLE GENZ, STAFF WRITER, PHOTO: TOM MCCARTHY JR.

And with no more consideration than that, the
young couple chose their home for the next four de-
cades — Vero Beach.

“Vero Beach was very much a small town,” says
Tom. “I could smile and say ‘howdy’ and they would
smile back and say ‘howdy’ back. It was a very, very
pleasant place.”

Linda Leonard got a job as a nurse at the hos-
pital, eventually going into the newly minted field
of family planning; she became Florida’s first fam-
ily planning health practitioner, and the first of ten
in the nation. “My career was short-lived because I
planned my own family,” she says with a smile.

Tom had worked in a different sort of planning
— one of two people comprising the planning and
zoning department here. When Linda became preg-
nant, he took an offer in Martin County; the couple
bought a house in Stuart.

But when they decided to go into business for
themselves, they moved back to Vero Beach. Vero
seemed perfect for raising children, especially with
grandparents nearby. The grandparents would turn
out to be an invaluable presence a year after Tom and
Linda’s second baby was born, when they decided to
open a book store in the L-shaped strip of store fronts
immediately to the west of where the Book Center’s
children’s store stands today.

Their reasoning for starting a book store could
not have been more simple. If their lives seem a
fairy tale to this point, here it becomes the large
print edition.

“We both liked to read, and we wanted our own
business,” says Tom Leonard, as if it were as easy as
that. They considered buying a franchise of the Lit-
tle Professor independent bookstores. They went to
Commercial Bank on Sixth Avenue, and asked for a
loan. Right away, the loan officer questioned the need
for a second bookstore — a shop called Waverly’s al-
ready existed downtown. Leonard responded: “Why
do you need more than one branch?”

Their application was approved — at an interest
rate of 17 percent. Soon after, they went to a conven-
tion of the American Booksellers Association in New
York City. “When we asked questions, we realized,
we didn’t need to spend $10,000 on a franchise,”
Tom Leonard says. By selling their house in Stuart,
and -- despite their growing family -- downsizing to

a smaller house here, they took the difference, plus
three mortgages (the third was from the builder), and
opened the Vero Beach Book Center in 1975.

The business got off to a slow start. The Book
Center’s inventory was small. “We started the busi-
ness on a shoe string — something you couldn’t do
today,” says Leonard. “It took a couple of months, but
we began to get more traffic, and we started expand-
ing right away.”

Before long, they knocked through one adjacent
space, and then another, creating a special nook for
children. Linda had toddlers on her mind — and in
her life; a one-year-old and a two-year-old. They
started staging events for children. Clifford the Big
Red Dog was their first official celebrity; Linda’s late
father was recruited to don the dog suit.

“] didn’t want to be
anywhere where, if
you say ‘Hello,’ peo-
ple look at you, like,
‘What’s the matter
with you?”

The push to get more children reading was in full
force nationally. Here, the slogan at the Book Center
was “More Books in the Home.”

Despite Vero’s daunting older demographic, the
concept clicked. Perhaps the store gave grandparents
a surefire place to buy birthday and Christmas pres-
ents. Or it could be that parents, feeling isolated in
a town of largely retirees, were desperate for a place
to meet other young families. Against the odds, the
place took off.

As their customer base swelled through the
1970s, children became key to their business plan.
The awareness of the importance of reading to chil-
dren coincided with improved printing processes
that were making illustrated children’s books more
beautiful — and irresistible. The Book Center made
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the most of it: they hired a puppeteer and built a little
theater to bring to life the characters of best-selling
children’s books. They developed their own theme
song for children to sing, and characters that pro-

moted the importance of reading, and took them out
into the community not only as a public service, but
as a marketing tool for the store.

As Linda Leonard put it, “You're not going to
get a children’s hour at Sam’s or on the internet.”
Schools played into that support, delighted at having
such enrichment available for free.

“The ultimate compliment is when you see the
children kicking and screaming that they don’t want
to leave,” says Linda Leonard. Grownups got what
they wanted too. Linda Leonard saw to it that the
adult section was well apart from that particular de-
parture scenario.

In 1991, the bottom line of the Leonards’ busi-
ness shifted drastically when they bought the 12,000
square-foot-building they are in today, situated near
one of the city’s busiest intersections. Not having to
pay rent proved key to their further expansion six
years later, when the struggling theater that had
served them so well during two years of jointly run
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children’s summer programs, finally closed down,
allowing them to acquire the two-story space now
housing the children’s center, as well as discount
books and a teen-oriented lounge area upstairs.

The extra 9,000 square feet of space was quickly
merchandised with not only books but high-quality,
often educational games and toys. Ambitious exhib-
its -- like one on dinosaurs and another on the sea
-- were installed in the center of the space. The store
bused in schoolchildren for visits, and organized art
contests with art teachers. There were yo-yo compe-
titions and karate demonstrations and magic shows,
all linked to books and merchandise, of course.

Meanwhile, the Book Center was increasingly
becoming a destination, with its leased café -- since
closed, much to Tom Leonard’s relief -- and an ex-
panding roster of authors traveling to Vero for book
signings. Their seemingly effortless strategies were
right on target — expanding at critical junctures, capi-
talizing on Vero’s growth spurts, buying the building
to avoid the profit-sucking burden of leasing.

They refused to franchise, despite numerous re-
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sothebysrealty.com
treasurecoastSIR.com
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quests, or to open branch stores -- they’ve always felt
their presence in one store was far more important.
“Celebration (the planned community near Orlan-
do) called and wanted me to open a children’s store
there,” says Linda Leonard. “But I thought it would
take away from this store. We wanted to keep our ef-
forts focused right here in our community.”

Over the years, their store turned into an institu-
tion — born of that inexplicable charisma no business
plan can predict, the patina of habit and nostalgia
buffed of the raw-metal metrics of the buying expe-
rience. Among independent booksellers, it came to
rank right up there with 77-year-old Haslam’s in St.
Petersburg, which promotes itself as “Florida’s Great-
est Rainy Day Attraction,” and the celebrated Books
& Books, with three locations in greater Miami.

Over time, the Vero Beach Book Center has be-
come one of the must-book sites on writers’ tours.
The high caliber of authors -- names like George
Stephanopoulos, Cokie Roberts, Deepak Chopra and
John Glenn -- has become almost routine. The calen-
dar of book signings is so jammed that Linda Leon-
ard has signed on to her own mailing list, just to keep
track of who’s coming next.

“We have a long-time relationship with the pub-
lishers,” says Linda Leonard. She tells the story of the
time the CEO of Warner Books flew down in a corpo-
rate jet with mystery writer Sandra Brown, who was
doing a signing. “He came because he could not un-
derstand why the little book store in Vero Beach was
selling more books per event than New York, Chicago
and L.A.”

Even for less famous authors, the center typically
attracts fifty to 100 people.

Linda Leonard says it’s the diligent staff who
have done their homework and read the author’s
books that encourages sales at signings. “We make
sure that when the author comes, someone on our
staff has read the book and we can talk intelligently
about it. That author has a very pleasant experience,
and feels their book was taken seriously.”

But Tom Leonard suspects the good vibe doesn’t
end there. “I can’t even put my finger on what makes
us different,” says Tom Leonard.

Once, the Leonards were invited to dinner in
Miami by a Random House rep who mysteriously
would not explain the reason for the invitation. When
they finally arrived at the agreed-upon location, they
learned the venue had changed, to Madonna’s Blue
Door restaurant at the Delano Hotel. Once there,
they were escorted to a back room, where Tom took a
seat at the table next to an empty chair. It turned out
to be for Salman Rushdie.

“He came out of hiding under a world-wide death
threat to personally thank the book sellers who had
kept his books for sale,” says Leonard, who jokes
about thinking twice about the seating arrangement
once Rushdie arrived.

So what does the future hold for the Vero Beach
Book Center?

The largest brick-and-mortar competitors to the
Book Center are the Big-Box bullies: Wal-Mart and
its sibling Sam’s Club. Those discounters drain pub-
lishers of inventory. As a result, when copy-counting
merchants like the Leonards cautiously place their
initial order, they often are told — if sales prove brisk
— that no more books are available because they are
sitting unsold on shelves at Wal-Mart, waiting to be
returned. By then, the Leonards say, interest has
waned and momentum is lost

Internet sales are an even larger concern, says
Linda Leonard. “That’s what I lose sleep over,” she
says.

But clearly, there is a passion for reading here.
The Leonards hold workshops for leaders of the
town’s 100-some book clubs. “Some of them come
and talk to us, and we help them put together their
lists, and then they leave and order off Amazon,”
says Tom Leonard. “Then there are others who
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make a list off Amazon, and come here to order all
their copies.”

Meanwhile, the Leonards have begun a transi-
tion to the next generation, placing their son Chad,
35, in charge of the store while they enjoy a semi-
retirement. The sailboat they bought in Africa in
2004, spending 49 days at sea getting it home to
Vero, is now their chief source of pleasure. In it, they
have sailed to Nova Scotia, to Bermuda and through

el
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Carlton of Vero Beach
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the eastern Caribbean. This year, they are heading
to Block Island, off the coast of Rhode Island, while
their staff of 22, some of them there since the store’s
inception 35 years ago, takes over.

“They pick up the ball and run with it when
we’re not here,” Tom Leonard says. “They make all
the decisions, and they take it to the next level. We
get back, and all we have to discuss is what a great
time we had.” ®
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Summerplace
Ocean views and wrap around deck
$995,000
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$929,000

Bent Pine Golf Club
Renovated 4BR/3BA, on golf course

$747,000 $629,000

River Club
Luxurious 3BR/4.5BA lake front home

Grand Harbor Coventry Island
Lake views 3BR/3BA, many upgrades

Victoria Oceanfront
Southern exposure, 2BR/3.5BA
$720,000

$499,000

675 Beachland Blvd « Vero Beach, FL 32963

772.492.1002 « 888.492.1002

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

Estate Home with Acreage
5BR w/pool and detached building

The Gables
Two oceanfront condos whigh ceilings
from $650,000

i 'y ¥ 1

Beautiful Castaway Cove
Southern exposure, 4BR/3BA pool home
$489,000

sothebysrealty.com
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STORY BY JOEL ACHENBACH, WASHINGTON POST, PHOTO: EPA

egacities are something new
on the planet. Earthquakes are
something very old.

The two are a lethal combina-
tion, as seen in the recent tragedy
in Port-au-Prince, where more

than 200,000 people perished — a catastrophe that
scientists say is certain to be repeated somewhere,
and probably soon, with death tolls that once again
stagger the mind.

In 1800, there was just one city with more than
a million people — Beijing. Now there are 381 urban
areas with at least 1 million inhabitants. About 403

million people live in cities that face significant seis-
mic hazard, according to a recent study by seismolo-

gist Roger Bilham, of the University of Colorado.
The next Big One could strike Tokyo, Istanbul,
Tehran, Mexico City, New Delhi, Kathmandu or
the two metropolises near California’s San Andreas
Fault, Los Angeles and San Francisco. Or it could
devastate Dhaka, Jakarta, Karachi, Manila, Cairo,

Osaka, Lima or Bogota. The list goes on and on.
“You can name about 25 cities that are like
Port-au-Prince. They’re not going to shake but ev-
ery 250 years (on average). But if you can name 25
of them, you’re going to have an event like this every
10 years,” said Da-

Client Serwces

Bill Mills, Broker

Phone: ,'-.'If] 562 QD18 = Fax: (7 .-.:: H63-0065
E-mail: realest:

Street, Vero

Group Inc.

¢ Commercial Property Sales

¢ Commercial Property Management
¢ Commercial Property Leasing

¢ Land Development & Investment

Real Estate & Property Management

e Cellular:
»@remg.net * www.remg.net

Beach, FL..

vid Wald, a seismol-
ogist with the U.S.
Geological Survey.
In many wvul-
nerable cities, peo-
ple are effectively
stacked on top of
one another in
buildings designed
as if earthquakes
don’t happen. That
was fortunately
not the case last
weekend in Chile,
where the country’s
experience with
a massive, deadly
earthquake in 1960
helped forge strong

ement

772)473-0018

building codes that enabled many buildings to sur-
vive a quake 500 times stronger than the one that
occurred in Haiti.

It is not the tremor that kills people in an earth-
quake but the buildings, routinely constructed on
the cheap, using faulty designs and, in some cities,
overseen by corrupt inspectors. The difference be-
tween life and death is often a matter of how much
sand went into the cement or how much steel into
a supporting column. Earthquakes might be viewed
as acts of God, but their lethality is often a function
of masonry.

“In recent earthquakes, buildings have acted as
weapons of mass destruction,” Bilham writes in the
journal Nature.

For years, earthquake scientists have shouted
their warnings about the strong likelihood that a
major quake would level an impoverished city and
kill hundreds of thousands of people.

They have said, for example, that Nepal’s Kath-
mandu, where masonry structures expand so hap-
hazardly that some eventually cantilever over nar-
row city streets, is every bit as vulnerable as the
surrounding Himalayas are majestic. They have
said that a million people could die in a major quake
in Tehran, Iran.

What’s impossible, however, is knowing pre-
cisely which of these cities will be the next to crum-
ble. Or when. For all practical purposes, scientists
can’t predict earthquakes.

The theory of plate tectonics, largely developed
since the 1960s, explains why earthquakes happen in
general. The major plates of the earth’s crust move
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constantly, creeping along at about the speed of fin-
gernail growth. They rarely move smoothly past one
another but are usually locked in place.

On a strike-slip fault of the type that ruptured
in Haiti, strain builds on the fault line for decades
or centuries. The fault in Haiti had not ruptured in
240 years. An earthquake is a sudden, stress-reliev-
ing event. The fault is said to “break.”

Scientists can map faults and estimate how
much strain has accumulated since the last quake.
What they can’t do is say that a given fault will
break tomorrow or next year or 10 years from now.
Any calculation of earthquake probabilities has a lot
of slop in the numbers.

“The problem is, the slop is huge on a human
time scale,” said Susan Hough, a seismologist with
the U.S. Geological Survey. “We’re wired to deal with
the immediate. We're not geared to plan and stress
about things likely to happen in 30 years.”

Some large earthquakes have small precur-
sors, called foreshocks, but others happen without
warning. There is one famous case of earthquake
prediction, in Haicheng, China, in 1975. A local of-
ficial sounded the alarm after many foreshocks and
reports of snakes emerging from hibernation. But
no one foresaw the killer quake that took at least
240,000 lives in Tangshan in 1976.

Port-au-Prince had not been hit with a major
quake since the days of French rule in the 18th cen-
tury. Only in recent years have scientists mapped
the fault that runs near the city.

“Just the beginning of work had been done. But
enough was known that it could produce a big earth-
quake,” said Carol Prentice, a geologist with the U.S.
Geological Survey. “We knew it would be bad, but I
didn’t imagine that it would be this bad.”

Prentice had been to the island of Hispaniola
and had studied a different, roughly parallel fault
called the Septentrional, which runs along the is-
land’s northern edge. It had been difficult getting
into Haiti, she said, so she and her fellow scientists
focused their work on the Dominican Republic.
That fault is another time bomb, threatening the
Dominican city of Santiago, with a population of
more than 1 million, Prentice said.

The entire Caribbean is seismically active. So is
much of Central America. The next Big One could
be on the isthmus of Panama, where Panama City
sits just six miles from a major fault that hasn’t
ruptured in four centuries, said Mary Lou Zoback,
a seismologist who works for the California-based
Risk Management Solutions.

Or the next catastrophe could be in Caracas,
Venezuela, where millions of people live in poverty
near a boundary of two tectonic plates, including
the one that created the fault that broke in Haiti.
The last catastrophic quake was 198 years ago. Zo-
back said that relief groups have donated bricks to
poor people in Caracas to help them build homes

valley. Memphis, Tenn., is close to the New Madrid
fault, which caused powerful earthquakes in 1811
and 1812.
By some measures, the American city at great-
est risk of a disastrous earthquake is New York.
Although New York City is rarely thought of as
earthquake country, the region experiences many

Mega-growth in a seismic world

populations continue to rise.
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but that unreinforced brick dwellings are death
traps in an earthquake.

Another seismic bull’s-eye is Mexico City, which
sits on the worst possible soil, a drained lake bed
that will intensify seismic waves. The city also is in
a basin in the mountains, which essentially traps
the seismic waves. The devastating earthquake of
1985, which killed about 10,000 people, was cen-
tered hundreds of miles away but managed to ring
Mexico City like a bell.

Earthquakes can turn up closer to home than
many Americans realize. Several major tremors have
been recorded off the East Coast, including near
Newfoundland in 1929 and Boston in 1755. Charles-
ton, S.C., had a quake in 1886 that killed 60 people.

Another hazard is right in the Mississippi River

small tremors that indicate that larger ones are pos-
sible. The good news is that a magnitude-6 earth-
quake should happen only every 670 years or so. A
magnitude-7 tremor should happen every 3,400
years. That’s the calculation by scientists at Colum-
bia University who studied 383 much smaller trem-
ors recorded in the New York area from 1677 to 2007.

The bad news is that there is a massive amount
of infrastructure built without earthquakes in mind.

“A lot of old brownstones — they crumble well,”
Zoback said.

Urbanization is a steady process. In the next half-
century, the planet will add about 5 billion people and
build about 1 billion housing units, Bilham estimates.
The question is whether those people will live in build-
ings designed for a sometimes shaky world. @
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S. Embassy in London Google’s Trans-Siberian Ex

aving outgrown its 1960 embassy,
a Kennedy-era modernist design by
Eero Saarinen, the U.S. State Depart-
ment has decided that London is too
important to build one of its conven-
tional insults to local sensibilities.

Sometime in 2013, a glass cube rising 12 tall lev-
els atop a shrubbery-fringed mound and estimated
to cost $500 million will sprout on the south bank
of the Thames.

U.S. Ambassador to the United Kingdom Louis
Susman announced the selection of a design by the
Philadelphia architect KieranTimberlake last week in
London. The firm, known for adventurous, energy-con-
serving designs at Yale University and in Washington,
beat big-name Pritzker Prize winners Richard Meier,
Thom Mayne of Morphosis, and Pei Cobb Freed.

From renderings released by the State Depart-
ment, the design looks like the architectural face of
Obama-era diplomacy. The embassy is discreetly for-
tified and ambitiously, conspicuously green.

Diplomacy has been badly served by the last
generation of embassies, in which security has
trumped both utility and dignity. Repellant for-
tresses with pinprick windows set behind high walls
in distant suburbs have become the rule.

Truck bombers dictate embassy design. To dis-
sipate the force of explosions, the State Department
insists on building setbacks of about 100 feet. No site
large enough was affordable within central London,
so State banished the embassy to an unglamorous

R |

site on the south bank of the Thames near Vauxhall.

Amid a jumble of motley warehouses and isolat-
ed by a main rail line, the embassy will rise from a
five-acre plot on Nine Elms Lane as the centerpiece
of an 18-acre residential and commercial redevel-
opment by Ballymore Properties.

At least M16, the British secret intelligence ser-
vice, is close by.

Green is an easy architectural image-maker in a
messy world, and firm principal James Timberlake
pledges to deliver a building that is carbon neutral
— an audacious goal.

The all-glass office block is a welcome contrast
to the defensive crouch of most American embas-
sies, though it looks as if it is covered in high-tech
tufted upholstery.

The pliable plastic material, called ETFE, will
stretch tent-like over rods projecting from the outside
walls. It will form insulating pillows that taper into ver-

tical and horizontal
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fins. Tuned to opti-
mal sun angles, the
fins will harvest day-
light when useful and
shade when needed.
Photovoltaic
film will be laminat-
ed onto the ETFE to
collect solar energy
when sun makes a
rare appearance.
This strange
building  surface,
both bristling and
soft, is the most con-
spicuous element of
an extraordinarily
strict environmen-
tal regime. Even the
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tendency of birds to smash themselves into glass
buildings has been taken into account.

With an additional array of PV panels on the roof
and a heating and cooling system that uses organic
matter for fuel, the building will be energy indepen-
dent. It achieves carbon neutral status by supplying
heat to the rest of the development at times and feed-
ing surplus power into the grid.

The glass cube sits aloof on beefy columns atop a
shrub-covered mound, which will be partly open to the
public as a garden. The mound’s mass can dissipate
the explosive force of a car bomb, while avoiding the
menacing walls and fences that deface so many consul-
ar facilities. A pond on the north side offers a pleasing
amenity, while acting as another obstacle to would-be
bombers and a heat sink for the biomass plant.

Visitors, guests, and visa seekers, some 1,100 a
month, will enter through a security checkpoint in a
grass-topped pavilion set into the mound to separate
gun-toting wackos from the main building.

With so much attention devoted to the green
features and security, the design does not coalesce
into a persuasive statement about the United States.
The beefy columns uneasily prop the cube’s expres-
sion of technological prowess over the mound. The
prettifying plantings can’t fully disguise the mound’s
purpose as a bunker.

Even in less troubled times, embassy designs
have tried on a variety of unconvincing architectural
ideas of America, like anglicized Italian palaces or
columned plantation houses. At Grosvenor Square,
Saarinen unsuccessfully melded modernist openness,
American informality, and old-fashioned dignity.

Of course, it’s difficult to create a compelling
statement when the United States’s place in the
world is hotly contested at home and its internation-
al intentions are debated everywhere. This ambiva-
lent embassy perfectly sums up the extraordinarily
difficult Obama moment. @
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iding the exotic Trans-Siberian Ex-

press is one of those dreams that most

of us have at some point, though few

ever act upon it. But now, thanks to

the convergence of Internet technolo-

gies and the seemingly boundless
imagination of the folks at Google, time, distance,
expense and logistical complications are no longer
viable excuses for not trying it.

Seated at your own computer you can — figura-
tively — settle in to a first-class compartment, put your
feet up, and watch as the vast land-ocean that is Rus-
sia slips by your window, along with its endlessly fas-
cinating pageant of people and remote whistlestops.

Google-Russia’s virtual, multi-platform Trans-
Siberian experience covers the whole 150 hours,
5,753 miles and seven time zones, every inch of the
journey rendered in glorious August daylight.

The entire route is geotagged, which means you
can locate the train’s exact spot at any moment on a
Google map, or jump ahead to whatever point you
desire. There’s also an amazing photo gallery.

The magic moments are marked on the Web-
site, like chapter headings. For many, these include
crossing the Volga River at Nizhni Novgorod, coming
into the Ural Mountains near Perm and, of course,
the magnificent spectacle of Lake Baikal, the pristine
lake at Asia’s heart which contains 20 percent of the
world’s fresh water.

All the videos are archived on YouTube and accom-
panied by the soundtrack of rumbling train wheels.

The whole idea started as a scheme to interest
Russians in traveling within their own country and
English-language subtitles and directions were only
added as an afterthought, says Google-Russia’s PR
manager Alla Zabrovskaya.

“Russians love to travel, but mostly they want
to go to foreign countries,” she says. “We thought it
would be good to show them the beauties of Russia,
and what better way than to recreate the world’s lon-
gest train ride, which covers two continents and an
amazing variety of natural wonders.”

The whole thing took two Google teams a month
to film last summer and Ms. Zabrovskaya says that,
since they put it up earlier this month, the response
has been overwhelming.

“We’ve gotten a lot of comment from Russian
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users, but we were a bit amazed when the reactions
started pouring in from all over,” she says. “Basically,
people think this is really cool.”

The train passes through 87 substantial Rus-
sian cities, and 14 of them have accompanying video
tours conducted by a perky, but surprisingly erudite,
blonde Russian DJ named Yelena Abitayeva.

Not so long ago

of the people who board the Trans-Siberian Express
in Moscow each week are foreigners.

“This is the most famous train in Russia, it’s the
one we name the Rossiya, and we really hope that
this Internet experience will be useful and inspira-
tional for more people,” says Sergei Slutskov, press
secretary for Russian Railways. @

it was illegal to make
films from Russian

trains, especially of
strategic “objects” like
bridges and ports.

But Russia’s state-
run railway company
gave Google full assis-
tance with this project,
apparently in the hope
that more Russians
will decide to take the
trip, which is one of
the signature expe-
riences of their own
country. Currently,
about three quarters
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1. Going Postal

If there is one government agency whose health
we worry about, it is the U.S. Postal Service.

The relationship between newspapers and the
post office is as old as our country. Benjamin Frank-
lin, the first postmaster general, was a newspaper
publisher, and the U.S. postal system was created in
large part to deliver newspapers.

We rely on the Postal Service to get more than
11,000 copies of this newspaper to every deliverable
address on the barrier island every Thursday.

Because we do not charge a subscription fee for
papers mailed to island residences, we are required
to pay the more expensive Standard Mail rates rath-
er than the subsidized Periodicals tariffs. Last year,
we wrote checks to the Postal Service for more than
$120,000, which makes us one of Vero Beach’s larg-
est postal customers.

For the most part, our arrangement works just
fine. We now bring the latest issue of Vero Beach
32863 to the Vero Beach postal center each Wednes-
day, and it arrives in your mailbox each Thursday
(if anyone reading this is not regularly getting it on
Thursday, please let us know).

While we could save a fair bit of money by hav-
ing independent carriers deliver the paper to you in
those plastic bags you find in your driveway, many of
you have told us you prefer the current method, and
we plan to stick with the Postal Service.

The big question, however, is how long the Post-
al Service will be sticking with us.

In case you missed the news, the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice is in trouble. The government agency — which is
required to support itself entirely from revenues it gen-
erates from postage and mail products and services —
came up $3.8 billion short in the last fiscal year.

One reason: Mail volume decreased by an un-
precedented 12.7 percent — the largest single drop in
history -- and is now back to 1964 levels. With email
replacing old-fashioned letters, more and more people
getting monthly statements and paying bills on line,
and businesses hard hit by the recession cutting back
on direct mail advertising, this trend — which began
about eight years ago — is unlikely to reverse.

The U.S. Postal Service lost $297 million in the last
three months of 2009, and mail volume is projected to
continue its decline at almost the same pace this year.

So what to do? The Postal Service is consoli-
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dating mail processing centers, closing local post
offices, realigning carrier routes and cutting work
hours. In some cities in south Florida, it has even
begun phasing out those stand-alone blue collection
boxes — which in a few years may be as rare as coin-
operated pay phones.

But far bigger steps are clearly necessary. One
we strongly favor is Congressional relief from ab-
surd requirements that the Postal Service prefund
retiree benefits. This step alone is estimated to car-
ry with it the potential of as much as $5 billion in
annual savings.

Another big step the Postal Service would like to
take is elimination of Saturday mail delivery, which
it claims would save an additional $3.5 billion a year.
That option also would require Congressional approv-
al, which at least for the moment appears unlikely.

While the National Newspaper Association (of
which we are a member) continues to oppose elimi-
nation of Saturday mail delivery, we frankly think it
is not the world’s worst idea. Times are changing.
We think it is time for newspapers -- and others -- to
move beyond knee-jerk opposition to reducing mail
service to five days a week.

After all, Americans currently survive quite nice-
ly with no mail delivery on Sunday. If what it takes
to maintain a viable, affordable national postal sys-
tem into the future is ending mail delivery on Satur-
days, we think most Americans are willing to endure
“mail-free weekends” and wait to see what shows up
in the box on Monday. @

2. On again, off again:
Those red light cameras

Back a few months ago, we confused the Vero city
government by supporting one of its ideas: namely,
installation of red light cameras.

We think these may be the only hope of per-
suading drivers — one of whom almost nailed us
Monday in a car that was as red as the light he ran
at the intersection of the Barber Bridge and Indian
River Boulevard — to pay some modest attention to
traffic signals.

As recently as a couple of weeks ago, our under-
standing was that Vero was proceeding with plans to
install them at four intersections — one of which ap-
parently would have been the dangerous intersection
of Indian River Boulevard and the Barber Bridge.

But now, we understand installation of the cam-
eras is on hold — possibly a reaction to Circuit Court
Judge Jerald Bagley’s ruling last week in favor of a
resident who claimed red light cameras in Aventura
were unconstitutional.

That ruling, of course, holds no water anywhere
outside of South Florida, but a number of cities are
apparently planning to go slow on the cameras until
they see whether the Legislature addresses this issue
during the coming session.

But if, like County Commissioner and former
Sheriff Gary Wheeler, you think these cameras are
unnecessary and Orwellian, here are some interest-
ing statistics from West Palm Beach — which just last
week began fining the motorists it has been catching
using red light cameras.

West Palm installed cameras at the same number
of intersections contemplated by Vero — four — last
November, and had been operating them on a dem-
onstration basis since Nov. 21. In the subsequent
three month period, these cameras recorded 17,349
events —which after the evidence was reviewed by
police, resulted in issuance of 5,815 warnings.

We would find this number absolutely amazing if
we hadn’t for years marveled at the number of acci-
dents one witnesses every day on Vero’s city streets.

Now, we have some statistics that partially ex-
plain it. And if you believe that 5,815 motorists
blasting through red lights at only four intersec-
tions in a three-month period isn’t a problem, we
hope we are not on the road when you next slide
behind the wheel. ®
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Class-size monster devours school budgets

BY KENRIC WARD, COLUMNIST

The $16 billion gorilla known as Class Size Reduc-
tion is devouring school budgets across Florida.

Since the downsizing program was passed by
voters in 2002, school districts have had to hire
thousands of additional teachers and build hun-
dreds of extra classrooms to meet the magical for-
mula of 18 students per instructor in grades K-3; 22
in grades 4-8; and 25 in grades 9-12.

Though seemingly a well-intentioned way to man-
age classrooms -- and, naturally, a big hit with teacher
unions who plumped their membership rolls -- the
program has yet to prove its educational effectiveness.
Research attempting to link smaller classes with great-
er academic achievement shows mixed results, at best.

But one thing is certain: Taxpayers are paying
heavily for this experiment in scholastic engineering.

Adding to the insult, the state slapped Indian
River County schools with a $17,000 fine this year for
missing the current class-size target by 0.44 of a stu-
dent at Beachland Elementary. Yep, half a pupil.

Costs are scheduled to go up again next year if
the formula ratchets up from a campuswide average
to a classroom average. Officials estimate that tab
will run at least $350 million more statewide.

Superintendent Harry La Cava figures compli-
ance will force the local district to expend an extra
$2 million to $3 million for additional teachers next
year (at a time of flat enrollment).

St. Lucie County schools have it even worse.

Superintendent Mike Lannon said the pending
rules will require that more than 230 additional teach-
ers be placed into classrooms and cost $13 million.

“The only way to pay for this is to disassemble
the current professional staff, reassign them and
cost shift. Most of these teachers will not be expe-
rienced or qualified for these positions and the cur-
riculum losses that will occur will destroy the arts,
technologies, PE, career/technical and vocational
programs, etc.” Lannon says.

With the Legislature staring down a $3 billion
deficit and local property tax revenues tanking with
the economy, it’s time to stop the bleeding. Voters
must apply the tourniquet.

Republican lawmakers want to put a referendum
on the November ballot that would keep the current
schoolwide averages in place and contain the cost spiral.

GOP leaders attempted to pass a freeze last
year, but a solid bloc of Democrats (backed by
teacher unions) and a half-dozen defecting Repub-

licans kept the measure from attaining the needed
60 percent of votes in the Senate.

The dynamics are different this year; two Demo-
crats are co-sponsoring the modification and GOP
members are more unified in support.

“Like the movie ‘Groundhog Day,” the class-
size issue keeps coming back every year,” said Sen.
Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, a former Okaloosa County
school superintendent. “But what’s different this
year is that we’ve run out of years.”

Gaetz figures to break last year’s tie vote in the

Losing SROs would be scary, especially for
teachers, who rely on uniformed officers to main-
tain a semblance of order at what might otherwise
be chaotic campuses.

You'll recall that last fall three students were
arrested for dealing drugs at the new Storm Grove
Middle School. Another pupil was busted for wield-
ing a 5 1/2-inch switchblade at Oslo Middle. And
we’re not even talking about the high schools here.

Ironically, class-size reduction was marketed as
a magic bullet to improve schools. In reality, it’s an

Senate and win over opponents by including a pro-
vision that prohibits individual classrooms from ex-
ceeding the caps by more than three students in K-3
and five in the higher grades.

As it is, only only 2 percent of schools statewide
are out of compliance with the current standards.

Assuming Gaetz & Co. get the amendment on
the ballot, Floridians should allow schools to take a
breather -- and give themselves a break, too. Since
schools consume more than half of local property
tax collections, this is a no-brainer.

La Cava is bracing for the worst with proposed
budget cuts that would, among other things, elimi-
nate school resource officers.

ineffectual band-aid designed to cover up misguid-
ed policies that lump students of wildly divergent
capacities.

Since “tracking” pupils by ability was no longer
politically correct, teachers became overwhelmed
by the dysfunctional diversity of their “heteroge-
neous” classrooms.

All the $16 billion class-size initiative has done
is raise the costs while perpetuating a failed experi-
ment. But that, dear readers, is the subject for an-
other column.

For now, the best Floridians can hope for is a
reprieve from the class-size gorilla. Yet make no
mistake: The monkey is still on our back. @

in zip code 32963.

If you or someone you know living on the barrier island is not receiving
Vero Beach 32963 by mail, please contact us so that we can immediately
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widely read newspaper serving the barrier island.
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houses of Grand Harbor, Oak Harbor, Regency Park and other communities
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Island House — Beautifully Updated 1BR/1BA
590+ SF, First Floor, Ocean Views 1800+ SF, Endless Golf Course Views
Steps To New Beach Club 401 Silver Moss Drive : $625,000
400 Beach Road #147 : $225,588

Find us on
Facebook

Beautiful 2BR/2BA Golf Cottage

Open 7 days a week : One John's Island Drive

Gorgeous 3BR/3.5BA Family Retreat 400 Ocean Road — Renovated Townhouses
Pool, Indoor/Outdoor Living, Lake Views #184 Furn., 3BR/4.5BA,: $2,795,000
90 Dove Plum Road : $2,375,000 #186 — 3BR/3.5BA, 2800+ SF : $2,950,000

Homes and Estates 180 OrchidWay ....vvvviii e $2,950,000
260 Sabal PalmLane ............coovvvvivnnnn.. $1,395,000 31T Liwyd's Lane.......oovvviviiiiiiie, $2,995,000
261 S6a 0ak DIiVE ..o vv e eeaiieiiaiins $1,475,000 280 Palm Way. ... (NEW) $3,300,000
720 Beach Road ........oovviviiiiiiaiiiiiiinns $1,475,000 140 North Shore Point ........oovvviiiiiinenn, $3,400,000
251 John's Island Drive........ooovvvvviivinnnn. $1,725,000 220 Sandpiper Point ... $3,450,000
310 Sabal PalmLane...............ooovviiiinnnns $1,725,000 150 Clarkson Lane............oooviiiiiiinnnnnn. $3,650,000
321 Sabal PalmLane ...........ooovvviiviinnnn.. $1,795,000 310 Island Creek Drive ....ovvvvvvvveiiineinnnnnn, $3,700,000
40 Paget Court. ..o vvvvvvii i $1,810,000 35 Waxmyrtle Way ..., $3,750,000
20 Dove Shell Lane .....ovvveiviiaiiiiniinnns $1,995,000 360 Palmetto Point. . .....vvvvie v, $3,850,000
751 Shady Lake Lane ..........oovvvviiiiiniinnns $1,997,000 298 Island Creek Drive ........ooovvviivniinnnnnn, $4,050,000
380 LIwyd's Lane ... $2,150,000 640 Indian Harbor Road............coovvvvvnn.. $4,250,000
2921 Clarkson Lane. ......o.oovevreiiainiiniinnns $2,200,000 330 Palmetto Point.......oovvviiiii i $4,650,000
290 John's Island Drive......ooovvviiiiiinnns. $2,300,000 281 PelicanWay ....ooovvviieiie $4,700,000
561 Sea 0ak Drive .. ..vvvvveveeeiieiieiieinnns $2,450,000 391 Sabal PalmLane ..........oovvviviiiinennnn. $4,750,000
389 Island Creek Drive . ...vvvvvvviiieiiei i $2,450,000 301 Indian Harbor Road...............cocvvvin, $5,650,000
400 Indian HarborRoad............ooovvvvvvinn.. $2,450,000 21 SagoPalmRoad ............oovvviiiiiiinn. $5,700,000
2920 Indian Harbor Road............o.ovvevviann.s $2,695,000 801 Shady Lake Lane..........oovvvvviiiiniinns $6,750,000
71 CoWry Lane. ...vvevviviiiieii s $2,700,000 255 Island Creek Drive . ....ovvvvvveeiiiiiienn, $6,950,000
130 Sago Palm Road. .. ...vvevie i $2,700,000 646 Ocean Road.........oovviviiniiiiiiiieinin. $7,500,000
120 Sago PalmRoad.........ocvvviiiiiiinnn, $2,750,000 170 Loggerhead Point .........oovviviiinnn, $9,650,000
275 Coconut Palm Road. .........oooovvvivinnnnns $2,800,000 Homesites

601 Sea 0ak Drive .....vovveve e, $2,800,000 580 Sea 0ak Drive . ... vvvvvi e $825,000
381 Sea0ak Drive . .....vvviiviii i $2,940,000 B541 Sea Oak Drive ..o vvv i $1,100,000

Robert M. Gibb: Broker : Jack Mitchell : Judy Bramson : Jeannette W. Mahaney : Ba Stone : Terry Crowley : David Ashcroft
Indian River Shores, Florida 32963

[t's your litetime.

Furnished, 3BR/3BA End Unit Townhouse
1900+ SF, Spectacular Golf & Water Views
777 Sea Oak Drive #701 : $710,000

NEW LISTING
Updated, Charming 2BR/2BA Golf Cottage
1780+ SF, Office, Best Golf & Water Views
363 Silver Moss Drive : $785,000

1000 Beach Road
#297 - 2BR/2BA, 2400+ SF : $995,000
#396 — 2BR/2BA, 2400+ SF : $1,290,000
#294 — 3BR/3BA, 2700+ SF : $1,350,000

Renovated 4BR Home, Steps to Club
2740+ SF, Pool, Cabana, Golf Views
101 Clarkson Lane : $1,295,000

NEW LISTING
Private 3BR/3.5BA Soundfront Home
4627+ SF, Pool, Dock, Water Views
290 Coconut Palm Road : $3,150,000

Newly Renovated 4BR/4BA With Golf Views
4059+ SF, Custom Millwork, Lap Pool
580 Indian Harbor Road : $2,950,000

Exquisitely Built, New 4BR/5.5BA Retreat
5315+ SF, Private Pool, Water & Golf Views
370 Indian Harbor Road : $3,650,000

Just Completed! New 4BR/5.5BA Retreat
Exquisite South Course Golf & Water Views
380 Island Creek Drive : $3,900,000

551 Sea Oak Drive
381 Sabal Palm Lane
225 Coconut Palm Road
270 John's Island Drive
80 Stingaree Point
100 Stingaree Point

213 Silver Moss Drive
251 Silver Moss Drive
173 Silver Moss Drive
233 Silver Moss Drive
453 Silver Moss Drive:
323 Silver Moss Drive
111 John's Island Drive, #4
111 John's Island Drive, #5
111 John's Island Drive, #19
Island House (590-660+ SF efficiencies)

Condominiums

950 Beach Road #192, 2BR/2BA
600 Beach Road #331, 2BR/2BA
700 Beach Road #355, 2BR/2BA.
750 Beach Road #201, 2BR/2BA
750 Beach Road #304, 2BR/2BA.
100 Ocean Road #104, 2BR/2BA
700 Beach Road #159, 3BR/2BA
550 Beach Road #221, 2BR/2BA
500 Beach Road #210, 2BR/2BA
100 Ocean Road #111, 2BR/2BA
750 Beach Road #106, 3BR/2BA
850 Beach Road #277, 2BR/2BA
950 Beach Road #193,3BR/2BA.................. $1,000,000

662 Ocean Road
810 Manatee Inlet
Townhouses, Cottages and Island House
431 Silver Moss Drive, #105
777 Sea Oak Drive #720, 2BR/2BA
777 Sea Qak Drive #717, 2BR/2BA
777 Sea Oak Drive #714, 2BR/2BA
431 Silver Moss Drive, #104
777 Sea Oak Drive #710, 3BR/3BA
263 Silver Moss Drive:
111 John's Island Drive, #17
777 Sea Oak Drive #702, 3BR/3BA
777 Sea Oak Drive #725, 3BR/3BA
777 Sea Oak Drive #707, 3BR/3BA
111 John's Island Drive, #12

460 Indian Harbor Road
141 Gem Island Drive
241 Sea Oak Drive

71 Dove Plum Road
300 Ocean Road, #1E

* Assumable Land Mortgage not included in list price

772.231.0900 800.327.3153

Spend it wisely.

Gorgeous .5+ Acre Homesite With
Eastern Golf Views of North Course
280 Sea Oak Drive : $1,450,000

Prestigious Gem Island 1.83% Acre Lot
Boat Dock & Exquisite Water Views
60 Gem Island Drive : $4,150,000

Sold Or Under Contract Since January 2009

3561 Indian Harbor Road
306 Island Creek Drive
110 Montego Drive

900 Beach Road #181

800 Beach Road #169 & #371

400 Beach Road #133 & #222
400 Beach Road #228 & #230
600 Beach Road #135 & #330
700 Beach Road #250

311 Indian Harbor Road

110 Coconut Palm Road

241 Sundial Court

750 Beach Road #303

450 Beach Rd. #120, #223 & #324

www.JohnslslandRealEstate.com

111 John'’s Island Drive #3,4,5 & 10
381 Sabal Palm Lane

650 Indian Harbor Road

401 Indian Harbor Road

511 Sea Oak Drive

108 Island Creek Drive

130 Sago Palm Road

500 Beach Road #109, #311
100 Ocean Road #212

250 Ocean Road #2C

1000 Beach Road #295

Rarely on Market! Indoor/Outdoor Living
3BR/4BA Courtyard Home, Pool, 2600+ SF

70 Paget Court : $1,750,000

Gem Island! Private 4BR/4.5BA Retreat
7308+ SF, Pool, Sweeping Water Views

30 Gem Island Drive : $5,450,000

900 Beach Road #382,2BR/2BA ................. $1,190,000
900 Beach Road #285,2BR/2BA ................. $1,260,000
100 Ocean Road #112,3BR/2BA.................. $1,275,000
500 Beach Road #104, 3BR/2BA.................. $1,300,000
800 Beach Road #172,3BR/3BA.................. $1,360,000
650 Beach Road #3456, 3BR/2BA ................. $1,400,000
700 Beach Road #148,3BR/2BA. ................. $1,400,000
700 Beach Road #149,3BR/2BA.................. $1,400,000
300 Ocean Road #1F 3BR/3BA ...t $1,475,000
700 Beach Road #150,3BR/2BA.................. $1,495,000
500 Beach Road #211,3BR/2BA.................. $1,5650,000
250 Ocean Road #3C,3BR/3BA................... $1,600,000
8b0 Beach Road #3756, 3BR/4.5BA................ $2,275,000
1050 Beach Road #3H,3BR/4BA ................. $2,400,000
8b0 Beach Road #279, 3BR/3.6BA................ $2,450,000
850 Beach Road #375 i 210 Live Oak Way
381 Sea Oak Drive : 1150 Beach Road #3L
430 Coconut PalmRoad i 353 Silver Moss Drive
291 Sabal Palm Lane i 231 Silver Moss Drive
281 Sea Oak Drive i 652 Ocean Road

950 Beach Road #391 i 351 Sea Oak Drive
321 Island Creek Drive  }

400 Ocean Road #183

191 Terrapin Point

1 Dove Shell Lane

531 Sea Oak Drive

: john’s island

REAL ESTATE COMPANY

Exclusively John's Island
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The Hummer and Schwarzenegger:

THEY PROBABLY
WON'T BE BACK
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eneral Motors’ decision last week to shut down its Hummer brand
is not merely one more sour note in a car-industry chorus of bail-
outs and bad brakes. It also appears to be the final chapter of a star-
crossed love story, an American marriage of one man and one ma-
chine that couldn’t endure because of a hard truth: Even the biggest
things don’t stay big forever.

The man, Arnold Schwarzenegger, was responsible for bringing the machine,

Hummer, to prominence.

Two decades ago, the movie star was instantly smitten as he watched a convoy
of about 50 Humvees -- the Hummer’s military forefather -- roll past the Oregon
set of his film “Kindergarten Cop” on their way to a nearby military base.

Schwarzenegger identified with the vehicles. They were big, brash and boxy,
and unapologetically so, and thus the perfect automotive avatar for Arnold. “Look
at those deltoids; look at those calves,” he would later say.

Schwarzenegger wanted one of his own, and he asked a friend who owned a
body shop to purchase one on his behalf. But when the star’s buddy tracked down
executives at AM General, the military contractor that made the vehicles in a con-
verted Indiana bus factory, they declined the request.

Humvees weren'’t street legal. AM General might be sued if the Terminator
mowed down some civilian as he drove to the grocery store in Pacific Palisades.

Unaccustomed to not getting what he desired, Schwarzenegger flew to South
Bend and met with AM General executives. It was a complicated negotiation.
Schwarzenegger wanted a military Humvee, with a camouflage paint job and a gun
turret. Company officials balked.

Eventually -- and only after signing a very long waiver freeing AM General
from liability -- the star bought a sand-colored Humvee that had been customized
in Michigan to make it safe enough for L.A.’s boulevards.

Schwarzenegger wasn’t satisfied, however, with procuring his own Humvee.
He worked for months to convince AM General to redesign the vehicle for the civil-
ian market. In October 1992, the first civilian Hummers were introduced. Schwar-
zenegger flew to Indiana to buy the first two off the assembly line.

In the beginning, the marriage of Hummer and Schwarzenegger was based on
love, with mutual benefits. The star’s fandom helped the big new vehicle gain at-
tention, and the vehicle’s popularity demonstrated the value of Schwarzenegger’s
judgment. Schwarzenegger and Hummer extended their brands together.

The relationship became less informal after General Motors bought the Hum-
mer brand in 1999 and agreed to donate millions to Schwarzenegger’s charitable
foundation, which supported after-school programs in urban neighborhoods
across the country.

An agreement around charity had obvious appeal. Each of the partners in the
marriage -- Arnold and Hummer -- was trying to soften rough edges.

Schwarzenegger, through his work with after-school programs, was broaden-
ing his appeal to women and other demographics as he contemplated a political
career. Hummer needed to sell more vehicles to women and quickly produced a
new model, the H2, that was a little more comfortable and a little less rugged.

Schwarzenegger won the California governorship and Hummer sales grew
rapidly, from about 20,000 in 2002 to more than 71,000 globally in 2006. But the
pressures of political life strained the marriage.

The governor, seeking the votes of green-minded Californians, championed
fuel efficiency and began converting his Hummers to run on alternative fuels. (He
currently has four Hummers, three of which run on vegetable oil, biodiesel and
hydrogen, respectively, according to a spokesman.)

By the end of his first term, Schwarzenegger was regularly being photographed
with smaller, environmentally friendly vehicles and championing climate-change
regulations.

There was no official divorce, but the man and the machine grew apart. The
same political and cultural changes that made Schwarzenegger a jolly green giant
undermined Hummer. GM sought to reinvent the brand with a new model in 2005,
the H3, but the vehicle seemed diminished, so smooth and sleek that it was, by the
muscular standards of the original Hummer, a bit girly.

With gas prices soaring, global sales for all Hummer models slumped to 66,261 in
2007 and 37,573 in 2008. GM tried last year to sell the brand to a Chinese company.

After the deal fell through, GM announced last week that it was killing the
brand, barring an outside bid to buy it.

Schwarzenegger may need his own makeover. Just as Hummer lost its identity
as its makers sought mainstream appeal, the governor became more political mod-
erate than muscular star, a man of compromise in a time of partisan war. However
responsible such a stance may be, there is a cost to giving up your horsepower.

In polls in recent months, majorities of Californians see Schwarzenegger as
weak and ineffective. It’s unclear what, if any, political future he may have. He will
be forced from office by term limits at the end of this year, just as the last Hummers
are being sold. @

Is our political system broken?

n the day last week when President

Obama was hosting his health-care

summit -- and struggling to make a

fractured political system work -- a

quiet event was taking place on Capi-

tol Hill that celebrated a moment
when political will and idealism fused to produce
the liberation of millions of people.

The gathering in the Capitol commemorated the
address that Czech President Vaclav Havel made 20
years ago to a joint session of Congress in which he
proclaimed his country’s new freedom, and that of
other previously captive nations of Eastern Europe,
from the Soviet Union.

Havel gave a brilliant speech, perhaps most of all
for its affirmation that political destiny is not fixed by
material forces, as Soviet Marxists had claimed, but
is a product of people and ideas.

At the center of the speech was this passage: “The
salvation of this human world lies nowhere else than
in the human heart, in the human power to reflect, in
human meekness and in human responsibility.”

I have in my study a little chunk of the Berlin Wall,
which is a reminder that political life is not immutable.
Empires, good and evil, arise in our world, and they fall,
too, based largely on whether their political systems
have the strength and suppleness to solve problems.

It was difficult last week to be sanguine about
the health of American politics. Measured by the
simple test of whether it can solve problems, the
system isn’t working.

Obama’s struggle to pass health-care legislation is
the most striking current example of this impasse. But
the same dysfunction was evident when the adminis-
tration of George W. Bush tried to pass a reasonably
enlightened response to illegal immigration. Efforts to
fix the system seem to vanish into the vortex of parti-
sanship and special-interest corruption.

“History has accelerated,” Havel said in his
speech. That surely remains true, but it doesn’t nec-
essarily mean that it’s moving forward. You can have
reverse acceleration in politics, too.

This idea of accelerating decline is the subject of
a powerful essay by Harvard historian Niall Fergu-
son in the latest issue of Foreign Affairs. His idea is
that political empires are complex, adaptive systems
in which small changes can produce disproportion-
ately large differences in outcomes.

We think of the decline and fall of Rome, say, as
taking place over a long period as decay rots through
the system. But, in fact, says Ferguson, the process of
decline can be sudden and convulsive.

The Roman Empire’s final collapse “came within
the span of a single generation,” he says. The unrav-
eling of the Ming dynasty “took little more than a de-
cade.” The Soviet Union’s demise came less than five
years after Mikhail Gorbachev took power promising
to reform the system.

Ferguson’s historical gloss is meant as an object
lesson for the United States, of course. As the cover
headline for his article warns ominously, “When the
American empire goes, it is likely to go quickly.”

I hear people worrying more and more that our
political system is broken. Sen. Evan Bayh said it
when he announced that he wouldn’t run for re-
election. Sen. John McCain said it often during his

STORY BY DAVID IGNATIUS
WASHINGTON POST,
PHOTO: EPA

long battle for campaign-finance reform. President
Obama says it, one way or another, almost every
week. It’s the one thing that Democrats and Repub-
licans seem to agree on.

And yet, it’s the problem that nobody is able to
fix: We’'ve had waves of conservative and liberal re-
surgence over the past three decades. But the consis-
tent trend amid these cycles, I would argue, is grow-
ing political dysfunction, no matter who is running
Congress and the White House.

It’s usually a mistake to bet against America, as fi-
nancier Warren Buf-

President Obama
and Czech President
Vaclav Havel

have thousands of problems of all kinds, as other
countries do. But you have one great advantage:
You have been approaching democracy uninter-
ruptedly for more than 200 years.”

But the system doesn’t guarantee success. Good
nations can go into decline, too, when they lose
their ability to respond to trouble.

Obama tried a new approach Thursday to
breaking the logjam, gathering both parties around
one big table. He makes a good prime minister, but
the party of inertia is strong. @

fett likes to say, given
our flexible economy

and adaptive political
system. The Ameri-
can system seemed
at an impasse in the
years before the Civil
War, and again dur-
ing the presidency
of Herbert Hoover,
and once again dur-
ing the presidency of
Jimmy Carter. But it
survived these crises
and went on to pros-
per as never before.
Havel described
America’s  special
gift this way: “You

Auction at Sea Oalkes

4 River View Condos & Court Yard Home

SATURDAY = MARCH 20 = 11:00 AM

8875 West Orchid Island Circle
Vero Beach, FL 32963

Rick Baker Auction Group
www.IRAALLC.com
Call 772-567-0551 For Details

1 Residence Sells Regardless of Price! 4 Selling Subject to Confirmation!
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The make-believe of U.S.politics Obama chases European mirage

BY AMITY SHLAES, BLOOMBERG NEWS

There is a make-believe quality to modern Amer-
ican politics: People -- and this applies across the po-
litical spectrum -- say things that are stupid, mislead-
ing or unattainable and think (or pretend) that these
very same things are desirable, candid and realistic.

A disconnect between the language of politics
and the nation’s actual problems is growing. The pol-
itics of the budget offer a splendid example.

On the right, we have conservatives clamoring
for tax cuts when, as a practical matter, today’s mas-
sive budget deficits preclude permanent new tax cuts.
With present policies and a decent economic recov-
ery, the federal government could easily spend $12
trillion more than it collects in taxes from 2009 to
2020, reckons the Congressional Budget Office.

So before reducing taxes, the tax cut advocates
need to identify hundreds of billions of annual spend-
ing reductions -- or accept huge and hazardous an-
nual deficits. Naturally, a comprehensive list

On the left, President Obama and Democrats
have spent the last year arguing that, despite the gov-
ernment’s massive deficits and overspending, they
can responsibly propose even more spending. Future
deficits are to be ignored (present deficits, to be sure,
partially reflect the economic slump).

The proposal is “responsible” because it’s “paid
for” through new taxes and spending cuts. Even if
these financing sources were completely believable
(they aren’t), the logic is that the government can un-
dertake new spending before dealing with the conse-
quences of old spending. Of course, most households
and businesses can’t do this.

Politicians can, because it’s all make-believe.
They pretend to deal with budget deficits when they
aren’t. Just recently, the Democratic Congress passed
a new version of the “pay-go” budget rule. Under pay-
go, if Congress cuts taxes or increases spending be-
yond present policies, it must find offsets by raising
taxes or cutting spending elsewhere. This seems a
prudent discipline, and Obama bragged about being
“responsible.”

What he didn’t say is that this new pay-go con-
tains huge exceptions. These include the renewal of
most of the Bush tax cuts, revisions of the alternative

minimum tax, higher Medicare reimbursements for
doctors, and overhaul of the estate tax. Over the next
decade, these exceptions could be worth about $2.5
trillion, says Marc Goldwein of the Committee for a
Responsible Federal Budget.

Or take the 18-member presidential bipartisan
budget commission (10 Democrats and eight Repub-
licans) charged with reining in the long-term deficits.

la-la politics of both left and right evade choices and
substitute for them pleasing fictional visions. Despite
a theoretical argument for focusing on the non-inter-
est deficit, it’s mostly an excuse for expediency.

It spares the commission from grappling with the
huge growth of Social Security and Medicare -- the
main causes for expanding federal spending and defi-
cits. Similarly, the right’s crusade for more tax cuts

" THIS 1S ALL MAKE-BELIEVE, ISNT IT pADZ *

If 14 members agree on a deficit-reduction package,
Democratic congressional leaders have said they'd
put the plan to an up-or-down vote. The obstacles to
agreement are considerable. But if they’re overcome
-- and if Congress accepts the package -- you might
reasonably conclude that, finally, we’d be suppress-
ing chronic deficits. Not so.
The commission’s official task is more modest:
It’s to eliminate the deficit in 2015, disregarding
interest payments.

The area’s leader in individual eldercare since 1993
e,

No Minimums

Live In Service Offered

This makes a big dif-
ference. By the ad-
ministration’s pro-
jections, the budget
deficit in 2015 will

¢ th
Home Health # Care, Inc.

total $752 billion.
Of that, interest pay-
ments represent
$571 billion. Even
if the commission
succeeds, the deficit
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would exceed half
a trillion dollars. It
would almost cer-
tainly grow in future
years.

Governing is
about making choic-
es. By contrast, the

conveniently ignores the savage cuts in these pro-
grams that would be required to justify lower taxes.

The common denominator is a triumph of elec-
tioneering over governing. Every campaign is an ex-
ercise in make-believe. All the good ideas and good
people lie on one side. All the “special interests,” bar-
barians and dangerous ideas lie on the other.

There’s no room for the real world’s messy am-
biguities, discomforting contradictions and unpopu-
lar choices. But to govern successfully, leaders must
confront precisely those ambiguities, contradictions
and choices.

The make-believe of campaigns now increas-
ingly shapes the process of governing. Whether this
reflects cable TV and the Internet -- which reward
the harsh hostility of extreme partisanship -- or the
precarious balance between the two parties or some-
thing else is hard to say. But the disconnect between
policy and the real world is harmful. Proposals tend
to be constructed more for their public relations ef-
fects than for their capacity to solve actual problems.

The result is a paradox. This electioneering style
of governing strives to bolster politicians’ popularity.
But it does the opposite. Because partisan rhetoric
creates exaggerated expectations of what govern-
ment can do, people across the ideological spectrum
are routinely disillusioned. Because actual problems
fester -- and people see that -- public trust of political
leaders erodes. @
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BY AMITY SHLAES, BLOOMBERG NEWS
‘ ‘ hat’s how they do it in Europe.”

This is the biggest conceit be-
hind the reform plans Presi-
dent Barack Obama took to the
health-care summit with Repub-
licans last week.

Democrats, for example, assume that even if
their consumer-rules proposals such as creating a
health-insurance rate authority are recognized as the
price controls they are, the proposal is still passable.

That’s because European health-care systems
have the equivalent of price controls -- namely, cur-
tailments in supply. Yet the region’s hospitals still
appear to be functioning, at least when viewed from
the other side of the ocean.

Europe has also been on the minds of federal and
state policy makers as they try to prune down com-
mercial banks to a simple deposit-taking function
like postal accounts in Germany or Japan.

But emulating Europe isn’t a worthy project. For
one thing, Europe is in more trouble than its cur-
rency suggests. The region’s entitlement and pension
burdens exceed those of the United States. Greece’s
fiscal crisis reminds us that the euro is more vulner-
able than our own challenged dollar.

But here’s the interesting reason copying Eu-
rope won’t work: Europe only functions as well
as it does because it in turn copies the U.S. Their
longstanding dance has had only two steps: the U.S.
generates ideas, and then Europe implements them.

The person with perhaps the most insight into
this is David Audretsch, who studies the quality of
economic growth. Audretsch directs the Institute
for Development Strategies at Indiana University
and has been affiliated with Germany’s Max Planck
Institute of Economics.

When it comes to Europe watching America, he
says, “It’s monkey see, monkey do.”

Three data sets supply some evidence. Between
1980 and 2000, the United States consistently
spent a larger share of its economy on nondefense
research and development than France, Italy, Ger-
many, or Britain. The gap in overall research and
development between the U.S. and European na-
tions has stayed constant during the past 10 years.

Patent rates are a second measure of innova-
tion. Between 2002 and 2008, the annual number
of patents granted in Germany was about 11,000.
California alone produces twice as many.

In 2008, the U.S. saw 92,000 patents granted,
about the same number as the rest of the world.

This fruitfulness benefits the rest of the world in
meaningful ways. Non-governmental organizations
complain about the prices U.S. companies charge
for HIV drugs. But the NGOs wouldn’t be able to
dispense AIDs drugs at all if U.S. pharmaceutical
companies hadn’t invented them.
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Why do Europeans want to go here.... and not here? (Harvard vs. Cambridge)

For one thing, the rest of the world is catching up to
the U.S. in the patents department. In the future Ja-
pan and Korea might supplant the U.S. as the main
source of Europe’s supply of innovative ideas.

Still the issue is now, not later, and preserving
whatever innovative capacity the U.S. retains. That
means that the federal government not tax consum-
ers extra for purchases of brand name drugs, and
not raise taxes on higher earners, as the Obama
suggests. Higher earners after all are generally the
same folks who develop patent-worthy products.

It also means keeping taxes low by abolishing tax-

Third, there’s the quality of European and U.S.
universities, which is harder to quantify. Anecdotal-
ly, we know the reality: nothing American -- not an
East Side two-bedroom apartment in Manhattan,
not a condo by the slope in Utah’s Deer Valley, not
even U.S. citizenship -- is coveted more by Europe’s
professional class than getting their children admit-
ted into an Ivy League college.

The Times of London gives four British uni-
versities high spots in its ranking but the top of the
field is dominated by U.S. schools.

Webometrics, a research group based in Spain,
sought to measure universities’ influence and qual-
ity by analyzing their presence on the Web, looking at
both research papers and less formal scholarly com-
munication. In the Webometrics ranking, the top 26
schools are American. Cambridge University is No. 27.

There’s no point in bragging about any of this.

es on capital gains and on interest and by adopting the
lower tax rates proposed by Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis.
We also need to reaffirm the right to intellec-
tual property. One related move that powered the
U.S. economic engine over time was the little no-
ticed passage of the 1980 Bayh-Dole Act, a law co-
sponsored by Bob Dole and Birch Bayh that made
it easier for academics and universities -- not the
government -- to own ideas researchers developed
while at publicly funded universities. Scientists cite
Bayh-Dole as an event that changed their lives.
U.S. Democrats and European Social Democrats
communicate in their closed circuit, not allowing
facts like Greece’s implosion to penetrate. Still, the
realties are ones even they eventually will realize.
Economic Europe is a mirage that fades even fur-
ther even as we walk toward it. And that Euro economy
the commentators covet was invented in the U.S. @
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Punishing responsible borrowers

resident Obama called it a landmark con-

sumer protection measure that will put an

end to credit card companies’ “deceptive,
unfair tactics that hit responsible consum-
ers with unreasonable costs.”

The truth is, unfortunately, the oppo-
site: The Credit Card Accountability Responsibility
and Disclosure Act (CARD) rules that took effect last
week will harm responsible consumers.

Once again, the law of unintended consequences
will trump good intentions.

By limiting the lenders’ ability to charge higher
interest rates and fees to riskier borrowers, the law
will result in lenders treating borrowers with poor
credit ratings and a history of late payments almost
the same as borrowers with solid credit ratings who
pay off their credit card charges on time. This will, in
effect, penalize responsible consumers.

While the law limits a credit-card issuer’s abil-
ity to raise interest rates after a consumer becomes
a customer, it does nothing to prevent lenders from
charging high interest rates up front.

There is a reason why credit cards carry high in-
terest rates. Credit cards provide loans that are conve-
nient for borrowers and risky for lenders. Borrowers
can get loans up to their credit limit on the spot.

On top of this, these loans are unsecured.
Should a borrower default, the lender cannot seize
any property for repayment. And credit-card bal-

ances can be completely discharged in bankruptcy.
Even with credit reports, credit-card companies
cannot distinguish bad borrowers from good ones
with a sufficient degree of certainty before credit is
granted. This was not a major problem for lenders
when they could swiftly raise a cardholder’s inter-
est rate after finding the borrower to be a higher risk

(when he or she makes a late payment, for example).

The Credit CARD Act, however, outlaws this
“try and see” approach, but does nothing to change
the risk associated with credit-card loans. To recap-
ture this revenue, credit-card companies are mak-
ing changes that affect all borrowers, both respon-
sible and risky ones.

For instance, responsible consumers may face
higher interest rates and fees than they paid previous-
ly. Some will have to pay new or increased annual fees.
And some may see their credit-card bonus features,
such as rebates or airline miles, reduced.

Many credit-card companies have already made
these changes, in advance of the law going into effect.
According to CreditCards.com, the national aver-
age interest rate on new credit-card offers topped 14
percent — the highest level since they began tracking
rates in 2007 — in the weeks leading up to the law’s
implementation.

A December 2009 survey by ComScore found that
53 percent of credit- card owners had been notified
of interest rate increases, 26 percent had their credit
limit decreased, 21 percent were told of increased fees,
and 17 percent had rewards programs changed.

Citibank recently told cardholders to expect a
$60 annual fee starting April 1.

Credit-card companies also may raise mer-
chant fees.

If they do, merchants will probably pass on their
added costs to consumers by raising prices.

In the end, if there’s one thing you can bank on, it’s
this: The Credit CARD Act — billed as a consumer pro-
tection measure — will strip away the benefits of being
a responsible borrower and lessen credit availability
for all. Laughably, Congress and the White House are
taking credit for taking away your credit. ®
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here’s a fault line opening in John

McPhee. After 28 books and countless

essays, he is giving us, bit by bit, a more

personal sense of who he is. In a recent,

beautiful piece for the New Yorker, he

combined an essay on pickerel with
memories of his father’s death and a lasting image of
his father’s bamboo fishing rod.

The piece took many readers by surprise -- not
the style, which was the same seamless combination
of carefully chosen details and information, but the
presence of the author, blinking in full glare. Accord-
ing to McPhee, who turns 79 next month, he was as
surprised as anyone to find himself hooked by mem-
ories, exposed.

McPhee’s new collection of essays, “Silk Para-
chute,” is named for a marvelous toy his mother gave
him for his 11th or 12th birthday, and it contains more
pieces of personal history: the time he didn’t finish his
sandwich and his mother ran after him and made him
eat it; the time he went to a football game with his fa-
ther and realized, looking up at the press box, that he
wanted to be a writer; the pride he feels watching his
nine grandchildren, to whom he dedicates the book.

In the past, McPhee’s strategy had been to explain
a little bit about why he is writing -- about oranges,
tennis, trains, geology, fish, Bill Bradley, David Brow-
er, you name it -- and then get out of the frame. Sure,
he leaves traces: We feel we might know his voice if
we heard it in a coffee shop, and we can taste his pres-
ence, his influence over a generation of journalists and
essayists. But we would not recognize him if he were
seated next to us.

McPhee is very shy. He doesn’t do many inter-
views and he has written about his own clammy-
handed nervousness interviewing others or speaking
in public. For 35 years, he has taught a writing semi-
nar two out of three spring semesters at Princeton, the

JOHN HePHEE

e
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university he attended, in the town where he
grew up. That’s about it for public speaking.

Princeton is McPhee’s “fixed foot.” From
here, he has traveled the world writing stories
about “real people doing real things.” On a
winter afternoon, snow threatening, he gives
a tour of the campus.

Nassau Hall, built in 1756, served as the
United States Capitol for six months. George
Washington presided over Congress here.
Reunion Hall is where John F. Kennedy lived
as a freshman, and here is a building where a

ghostly John Nash can still be seen. Then there’s the
personal tour: the church where his mother took him
after he was caught playing poker all night in college;
John Henry House, where he has taught since 1975.

McPhee’s office is in a fake medieval turret high in
the geology building. There are five vertical windows
perfect for crossbows. One climbs past globes and
rock samples and maps of the universe to arrive in the
room where he writes most days and meets with stu-
dents. “Don’t forget to lock your door when you leave
to go home,” reads a note one of McPhee’s four daugh-
ters, Martha, wrote in 1975.

The geologist Eldridge Moores (about whom
McPhee writes in “Assembling California”) worked
on his PhD in this room in the 1950s. When McPhee
first took possession, there was no heat but that was
all right -- he just left the door open and the heat
was sucked up from the lower floors. His computer,
named Isobel after one of his grandchildren, looks like
it might have come

mally bicycles 15 to 16 miles every other day for exercise
and is rarely idle, blames recent hand surgeries, with
the attendant resting and medication required, for the
fault line that has opened up.

“I just started writing. I guess I'm not used to all
that spare time,” he says, surprised. “I usually know
where I'm going with a story. A novelist can feel her
way with a story, but that’s not the case in nonfic-
tion. It’s a central theme of the course I teach: Know
where you’re going.”

Two of McPhee’s four daughters, Jenny and Mar-
tha, are novelists; Laura is a photographer; and Sarah
is an architectural historian (“the real scholar,” he
says). Martha, who has written quite a bit about her
childhood, has encouraged her father to write more
autobiographical pieces, to open up and enjoy himself.

He marvels at his writing daughters. “T'll call Jen-
ny up and say, do you have any ideas for your next
novel? ‘I finished it last week,” she’ll say. She’s like me.
She believes in fait accompli.”

McPhee is slender, dressed in a deep blue button-
down shirt, a fleece vest and running/hiking shoes.
He can’t explain the memories. “Ideas go by by the
zillions,” he reflects. “What makes us fasten on one?”

Many of his interests were formed at a summer
camp called Keewaydin, where his father went each
summer as camp doctor; McPhee would spend his
time canoeing and swimming. He has written about
Keewaydin in the past, and returns there in this new
collection, in an essay titled “Swimming With Ca-
noes.” Here, he remembers capsizing in fast water in
a Vermont gorge, getting his foot stuck in the stern
and riding safely in the air pocket created by the over-
turned canoe.

McPhee has described writing as “mind-fractur-
ing, self-enslaved labor.” Each day, he says, brings
a “new form of writer’s block.” He elaborates: “You
suspend the normal world to reproduce the normal
world. It is a suspension of ordinary life.”

And the writer loves language, strange words,
the names of things. McPhee spent 20 years on his
geological portrait of America, “Annals of the For-
mer World,” for which he won the Pulitzer Prize in
1999. He has had a great deal of fun with the lan-
guage of geology, as well as that of sports, which
infuses his first book, “A Sense of Where You Are,”
about basketball player Bill Bradley, and his 1969
book on tennis, “Levels of the Game.” P52 —>

with the room.
McPhee admits

that he is writing more
about his memories.
The new collection’s
title essay, about his
mother, was written
in 1996, a year before
she died at age 100.
In 1984, within a few
months of his father’s
death, he jotted the
words “bamboo rod”
on a piece of paper,
which became a fold-
er, which became the
essay that appeared in
the New Yorker.
McPhee, who nor-
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Beyond language, he hopes for good characters and
a dramatic climax. He also places a high priority
on getting the facts straight. “People say the line is
blurred,” he says. “But a fact is either checkable or
itisn’t.”

McPhee writes three or four drafts of each
piece, spending about two years on the first draft,
four months on the second, one month on the third
and one week on the fourth. He writes everything
down. During a visit to the Netherlands with Mar-
tha’s family, one of her children asked, “Why was
granddaddy writing all those notes?”

“The creative person in this process,” McPhee
says, “is the reader, by a long shot. The writer sup-
plies three or four words, but the reader makes the
picture.” And McPhee values his readers. He will
not condescend to them. He has a horror of the ob-
vious, the not subtle, the over-explained.

This is one reason McPhee was fortunate to find
a home, in 1965, at the New Yorker. He acknowl-
edges his great luck, having William Shawn as his
editor, for a magazine that had just published John
Hersey’s “Hiroshima” and Rachel Carson’s “Silent
Spring.” He has sympathy for today’s students who
have fewer and fewer venues. As for newspapers:
“Every morning I walk down the driveway to pick
up the newspaper. I'm an older person. And I'm still
walking up the driveway.”

As for posterity, “nothing is forever,” says the
chronicler of geologic time. He doesn’t think about
his papers or his legacy. “If everybody saved every-
thing,” he says of his many drafts (which he calls
“entrails”), “the world would be cluttered up with
stuff.” He gets as close to heated as one could expect
to see in a quiet man. “Preservation of the creative
process,” he mutters. “Enough to sink a ship.”

He follows an elaborate warren of hallways
through various buildings -- paleontology, micro-
biology, biology, and passes the building where
Lewis Thomas worked. “He once wrote me a note,”

ike Munich, Yalta is much more than the
name of a place: It’s shorthand for a piv-
otal historical event with all the loaded
emotional baggage of its consequences.
While Munich stands for appease-
ment to Hitler, Yalta stands for, in the
most charitable interpretation, the West’s reluctant
acquiescence to Stalin’s takeover of Poland and most
of Eastern Europe -- or, to harsher critics, outright
betrayal. Either way, Yalta set the stage for the divi-
sion of the continent and the ensuing Cold War.

Harvard historian S.M. Plokhy has provided a
rich new narrative of the eight days of meetings in the
Crimean resort between Joseph Stalin, Franklin D.
Roosevelt and Winston Churchill in February 1945.

Drawing upon formerly secret Soviet documents
and reports and memoirs from all three sides, he
brings the conference and its key players to life, mak-
ing a familiar story feel lively and fresh.

But he is far less successful in his goal of “peeling
off the accretion of multiple layers of Cold War myth”
about Yalta -- especially when it comes to his attempt
to vindicate FDR’s performance there.

What Plokhy la-

bels myth is, in fact,
the conventional view
of Yalta that is largely

supported by his own
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mon strategy since
he didn’t want Sta-
lin to think that the
Western leaders had
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Soviet leader.
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McPhee recalls, “describing a day when, as a young
student, he thought he was dying and went to see
my father, who examined him and said, ‘Thomas,
you are hung over. Go back to your room.”
McPhee might be scornful of posterity and hum-
ble about longevity, but he remains awed by words.
When his father lay dying in a Baltimore hospital,
McPhee “began to talk,” he wrote in the New Yorker.
“In my unplanned, unprepared way, I wanted to fill
the air around us with words, and keep on filling it.”
“The thing that will not go away,” McPhee tells his
students, when asked about the future of reading and
writing, “is books. Everything I'm doing is rooted in
the idea that there are no two writers alike; no one will
write the way you do. You are dealing with yourself.
The voice you are fighting to develop is your own.” @

Silk Parachute by John McPhee,
Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 228 pp., $25.
Reviewed by Susan Salter Reynolds
Los Angeles Times

retary Anthony Eden complained to FDR aide Harry
Hopkins, this meant that the Americans and the Brits
went into the conference with no agreement on “how
to handle matters with a Bear who would certainly
know his mind.”

Roosevelt’s other miscalculation was his long-
standing belief that personal diplomacy could make
Stalin more accommodating. The Soviet dictator was
only too happy to play the gracious host to reinforce
his guest’s predisposition.

Roosevelt did secure two key commitments from
Stalin: The Soviet Union would enter the war against
Japan after Germany’s defeat, and it would join the
United Nations. On the central issue of Poland, Stalin
didn’t yield anything meaningful. The Soviet leader ex-
plained that, unlike tsarist Russia, he wasn’t seeking to
wipe Poland off the map.

Instead, he would settle for seizing eastern Poland.
And he insisted on installing a communist regime to
replace the London-based Polish government-in-exile.

Plokhy maintains that there was little the Western
leaders could have done to change that outcome, since
Soviet troops were already in control of Eastern Eu-
rope. That’s a familiar argument, not easy to dismiss.
Plokhy’s mistake is to go one giant step further by as-
serting that Yalta ensured “some elements of political
pluralism” in Poland.

In reality, Poland’s new communist rulers, backed
fully by their Soviet masters, ruthlessly persecuted op-
position leaders, terrorized their supporters and falsi-
fied the results of the parliamentary elections of Janu-
ary 1947, proclaiming an “overwhelming” victory.

Elsewhere, though, he harbors few illusions about
what the conference’s terms meant for Poland and
others. His attempt to paint FDR in a more positive
light looks more like a strained effort to offer a catchy
new take than a serious revisionist thesis. Nonetheless,
Plokhy’s book makes for compelling reading -- for its
details and drama, not its conclusions. @

Yalta by S.M. Plokhy, Viking, 451 pp., $29.95.
Reviewed by Andrew Nagorski, Book World
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o doubt I will not be the only one to re-

mark upon the timing of this excellent

book: a thorough, possibly definitive

biography of the man who shaped the

modern newspaper more than anyone

else -- being published at the precise
moment when the modern newspaper is staring into
the abyss.

Joseph Pulitzer is principally known now for the
prizes he created in his own name, but during his reign
at the New York World from 1883 until his death in
1911, he was the colossus of American journalism.

In time, William Randolph Hearst eclipsed him,
and the legacy of Adolph Ochs, publisher of the New
York Times, has been more constructive, but one can
only wonder how Pulitzer would have responded to the
crisis in which the business he loved is now embroiled.

There have been other biographies of Pulitzer,
most notably W.A. Swanberg’s published in 1967, but
James McGrath Morris’s is the best.

It is authoritative, lucid and fair to its complicated
subject, and it draws upon a certain amount of “items
previously unavailable to other biographers,” most
notably an unpublished memoir by Pulitzer’s younger
brother, Albert, and love letters to Pulitzer’s wife, Kate.
The first of these tells us a bit more about Pulitzer’s
boyhood, and the second simply adds a bit of juice to
his story.

Pulitzer was born Jewish in Hungary in 1847, but
he soon left both Hungary and Judaism behind. His
family was well-to-do, if not rich, and escaped much
of the anti-Semitism that was widespread in Europe at
that time, but at the age of 17 he set out for the United
States.

He served in the Union Army during the last year
of the Civil War, and at its end he made his way to St.
Louis, which had a large, influential and prosperous
German population. From the outset he was in thrall
to “his sense of wonder at American politics, his ab-
solute faith in democracy, and his youthful idealism,”
and he found work at the German-language Westliche
Post at a time when “politics and journalism were two

sides of the same coin.”

He was ambitious, driven and single-minded. He
rose rapidly at the Westliche Post, by 1872 becoming a
co-owner of the paper, and he had political successes
as well: He served one term in the Missouri state leg-
islature.

At the time, his politics were strongly Republican,
but corruption in the Grant administration helped
move him toward the Democrats, to whom he re-
mained fairly consistently loyal for the rest of his life.
His English quickly became fluent, though he spoke
with an accent, and he developed a vigorous, at times
bombastic prose style.

Not merely were politics and journalism inter-
twined in those days, but the line between reporting
and editorializing was thin; Pulitzer always saw his
newspapers as instruments through which to gain
power, and he used them accordingly.

Inevitably, Pulitzer’s ambitions led him to the
English-language press. In 1878 he purchased the
Dispatch, “a struggling evening paper in St. Louis,”
because “he was convinced that evening papers had a
great future.”

That seems a cruel joke today, but Morris notes:
“He was right. The advent of the telegraph and faster
printing presses made it possible to publish an after-
noon newspaper with news as fresh as that day, mak-
ing morning papers look as if they were publishing
yesterday’s news.”

Almost immediately, he maneuvered a merger
with the Post, and thus was born what became one
of the most famous and respected newspapers in the
country, the St. Louis Post-Dispatch.

New York was “the center of American journalism
and politics,” Morris writes, and “Pulitzer wanted in.”
He risked everything he had to buy the World, and he
made the gamble pay off, eventually making the World
“the most widely read newspaper in American history.”

He did so by turning it into a people’s newspaper:
“Pulitzer had an uncanny ability to recognize news in
what others ignored. He sent out his reporters to mine
the urban dramas that other papers confined to their
back pages. They returned with stories that could leave
no reader unmoved.”

He “pushed his writers to think like Dickens, who
wove fiction from the sad tales of urban Victorian Lon-
don, to create compelling entertainment from the dra-
ma of the modern city.” He was anything except a com-
mon man, but he had

the rising cost of streetcar fares to the upper reaches of
Fifth Avenue and the mansions needing servants.

“The clear, simple prose of the World drew in these
readers, many of whom were immigrants struggling to
master their first words of English. Writing about the
events that mattered in their lives in a way they could
understand, Pulitzer’s World gave these New Yorkers
a sense of belonging and a sense of value. ”

Over the years, experience inclined him toward
cynicism, yet he never lost his idealism. In 1889, at the
dedication of the World’s new building on Park Row,
he declared:

“God grant that this structure be the enduring
home of a newspaper forever unsatisfied with merely
printing news, forever fighting forms of wrong, forever
independent -- forever advancing in enlightenment
and progress, forever wedded to truly democratic
ideas, forever aspiring to be a moral force, forever ris-
ing to a higher plan of perfection as a public institu-
tion.”

That he believed these words is beyond question,
but soon enough he found himself dragged into the
mud. In 1895 Hearst bought the anemic New York
Journal and immediately made it, and himself, the
champion of sensationalist, or “yellow,” journalism.
He dragged the World into a price war, and he won it.

He also compelled the World into a screaming
match that helped lead the United States into the
Spanish-American War, a wholly unnecessary and
foolish conflict but one that was very good for the Jour-
nal’s circulation.

By this time, Pulitzer was almost entirely an ab-
sentee owner-editor. Pulitzer’s marriage was unhappy
-- he was brusque, demanding, often lacerating in his
verbal cruelty to Kate and their children -- and so was
his life.

For a while he had been something of a political
kingmaker, but by the early 20th century that was in
the past.

At his death, the newspaper he loved so much had
less than two decades to live under its own name, and
it finally died in 1967 as part of the pathetic World
Journal Tribune. ®

Pulitzer: A Life in Politics, Print, and Power
by James McGrath Morris, Harper, 558 pp., $29.99.
Reviewed by Jonathan Yardley, Book World
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WOMEN’'S WORLD CHESS CHAMP TO PLAY 50 GAMES AT THE SAME TIME

BY HUMBERTO CRUZ - CHESS COLUMNIST

How cool is that? The morning after her 26th birthday, Miami resident and reigning women’s
world chess champion Alexandra Kosteniuk will play 50 people at once during the 17th annual Space
Coast Open Chess Festival next month.

Grandmaster Kosteniuk, known for her popular “Chess is Cool” podcasts at www.kosteniuk.com,
will begin the simultaneous at 8 a.m. Saturday, April 24 at the Crowne Plaza Melbourne Oceanfront
Resort and Spa in Indialantic. The event will take place during the annual Space Coast Open tour-
nament that weekend.

In a simultaneous, a strong player takes on many opponents at once, literally walking from
board to board to make her moves. While the results do not “count” toward anything, a simultaneous
gives amateur players a rare chance to play — and perhaps beat — a master or grandmaster.

Some of the 50 spots to play Kosteniuk are reserved for students. The rest are available
first come, first-served for $40 each. You can register for the simultaneous and/or the Space Coast
tournament at http.//sco2010.eventbrite.com.

The Russian-born Kosteniuk, a fashion model as well as chess journalist, author and
world-class player, attracts many fans to her simultaneous exhibitions. But if the boards sell out,
watching can be fun too and there is no charge for spectators.

Today’s diagram is from a Kosteniuk victory against Hou Yifan of China during their world
title finals match in 2008. Black won after 36...Nxf3 37. Qxf3 Bxg4 38. Qf2 d1(Q) 39. Nxd1 Bxd1 40.
Qe1 Bf3+ 41. Kg1 f5 42. exf5 gxf5 43. Qf2 Kg6 44. b3 e4 45. c4 bxc4 46. bxcd Qgb 47. ¢5 4 48.
cxd6 fxg3 0-1.

Humberto Cruz is a United States Chess Federation correspondence chess master and certified tournament director. He can be reached at askhumberto@aol.com.
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Black’s next move cemented her advantage
in women’s world championship match.
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WADDELL Insurance Group
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Auto insurance is one of the most important coverages in
your insurance portfolio. Without proper protection you are
jeopardizing your assets and lifestyle. Don't depend on the
800# company employee to know your individual situation.
They work for the insurance company! We work only for
you and design your custom program to protect your unique
circumstance.

Over 36 years on the beach in Vero Beach protecting our clients
231-1313 N\
www.waddellins.com TI"LIS:l:Et_l
3599 Indian River Drive East ChOIFg

Home ¢ Auto ® Business ® Flood ® Health e Life
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WHEN TO BREAKTHE RULES - IN BRIDGE & Ass
BY PIETER VANBENNEKOM - BRIDGE COLUMNIST
& Kay
It's always exciting to play a Slam contract; it makes the adrenalin flow a WEST EAST
little faster. Making a Slam lands any bridge player on Cloud Nine, while going A 109642 A Js
down is a sure cause for teeth-gnashing and a few choice adjectives.
Flustered Flo is an elegant lady and not given to using obscenities. But vV — ¥V 654
she was sorely tempted to let off some steam when she failed to make a small ¢ xJ7s ¢ a4
Slam in the deal diagrammed below from a recent duplicate pairs tournament —
of course she had to come up against her nemesis Smug Sam. b 8632 d A10754
Neither side vulnerable. Flustered Flo sat South; her partner Loyal Larry SOUTH
was North; Smug Sam held the West cards and his partner Shy Shem was East. F
As the South Declarer, Flustered Flo had to take the first trick with the Dia-
mond Ace right away -- otherwise she'd be down 2 tricks right off the bat. Then she V¥ AKQJT732
thought for a while and made a plan on how to proceed: Draw two rounds of trumps & 10092
hoping the outstanding trumps break 2-1, run dummy's three high Spades and
slough the singleton Club from her hand. Play East for the Ace of Clubs, lead the & o
King from the dummy, in effect finessing East's Ace (if West has the Ace of Clubs, \ y
she was doomed anyway).
If East put up the Ace, she’d ruff in her hand, get to the board with the last
trump, and dump her two losing Diamonds on the board's two good high Clubs,
and she’'d even make an overtrick! If East held up the Ace, she'd start dumping The bidding:  ESSH South West North
her losing Diamonds anyway and end up with the same result.
Great plan, except that when Flo drew the first round of trumps, she got Pass 1 Heart Pass 2 No Trump
the bad news that East had all three missing trumps. Now her plan went out the Pass 4 Hearts Pass 6 Hearts

window, because she couldn't afford to leave East with trumps in his hand as she
started the Spades. He'd ruff the third Spade, forcing her to over-ruff, but now she
wouldn't have gotten rid of her singleton Club so she’d still go down.

Flo was down to a desperation plan: Hope Sam would discard enough

All pass

Opening lead: 5 of Diamonds.

Spades as she drew trumps to make dummy's Spade 3 good (on which she could
dump the last Diamond loser out of her hand).
Needless to say, the plan didn't work and Flo went Down One. Later she found out to her dismay that

she and Larry got a bottom on the hand because all other

pairs made the Slam contract. How was that possible? Further investigation revealed that Smug Sam was the only West who'd led a Diamond. All others led a Spade
or a Club, after which South can easily lose his one and only trick to the Ace of Clubs and dump his Diamond losers on dummy’s remaining good Clubs. Only the Dia-

mond lead, which puts the knife at

Declarer's throat right away, beats
the contract.

“That was kind of an unusual
lead,” Flo asked Sam afterwards. “How
did you dare lead from a King, and
risk giving me a free finesse?"

"That's defensive thinking;
thinking not to lose," Sam explained.
"Sometimes you've got to break the
rules to think offensively. Here's what
| figured: Since North had bid No-
Trump and jumped to Slam, he had
to have the Ace of Diamonds. | had
length in Spades and you indicating
by bidding your great Heart length
you were probably short in something,
most likely Spades — so that wasn't
a promising lead. And | had no reason
to believe we'd have any business in
Clubs. So our only chance was for my
partner to have the Queen of Diamonds;
it was the only suit in which we might
do some damage. It's a simple matter
of thinking offensively, not defensively."

Flo had to admit that Sam
was right, as usual, and she gnashed
her teeth some more.
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RIVERSIDE THEATRE

Allen D. Cornell, Producing Artistic Director

DON'T MIss MARCH 13 WHEN

VERO BEACH TURNS INTO
“SIN CITY”

Starring
THE DIXIE HIGHWAY BAND
BELLY DANCING BY AISHA
MENTALIST MARK STONE
PIANIST COREY PEIFFER

Featuring
TEXAS HOLD'EM
BLACK JACK
ROULETTE
CRAPS

6:30 PM.
$125 A PLAYER COVERS YOUR DEBT

To purchase event tickets call

772.231.6990

“WHAT HAPPENS IN RIVERSIDE, STAYS IN
RIVERSIDE THEATRE!”
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BY JAY MCNAMARA

That's right. According to the Scandinavian Journal of Medicine and Sports, in a study of 300,000 Swedes in 2008, golfers compared
to non-golfers lived an additional five years. Imagine what the bonus would be for tennis players, who are actually getting exercise. As
for those who go to gyms, we don’t know whether their lives will be longer, just that they will seem longer.

If exercise is not a factor in the lengthening of golfers lives, there must be other factors at work. That other shibboleth of the proper life
style, a good diet, is not at work here either. | play golf mostly with men and frankly what they are eating prior, during, and after golf
would not make anyone’s healthy foods list. Some of it may be because a wife is not there to observe.

So, what's going on here to allow golfers to live longer? | have a few ideas, with no science or sophisticated studies to bear them out,
just a lifetime of watching men at play. The first phenomenon is that playing golf gets one out of the house. This is bound to be a tonic
to the golfer, and also to the spouse left behind. In this case, she is free to go about her day in untethered fashion. Hooray!

Everyone knows that too much togetherness is well, too much. A day of “freedom” can only improve relationships that have passed the
honeymoon stage, in other words all marriages that are more than two weeks old.

Another reason is that, being with the guys is special even if you are not engaged in golf. It's an end in itself and goes back to primordial
times when guys used to get together for the hunt. Except now, they are hunting for lost balls instead of wild game.

Golfers know that every shot makes someone happy. This evokes laughter and high degrees of schadenfreude. Watching your competi-
tor’s ball sail into the lake is high comedy and life extending. Whether you have to hide your amusement or are able to gloat in your glee
depends on how friendly you are with the other player, but either way it's great fun. There is also the happiness inherent in a good shot
by oneself. A few in a row and bliss is in the air.

Golf provides golfers with something to talk about between rounds. Listen in at any cocktail party and you will hear tons of conversa-
tions beginning with “If | had made that putt on seventeen ....."” and other such hypotheticals preceded by the critical word “if.”

In looking over the above list | believe it pretty much applies to women golfers as well. There is one big difference, however. One of the
happy parts of men’s golf is their propensity to give putts. “That’s good” is one of the best sounds one can hear when faced with a putt
longer than two feet. In my experience with women golfers, there are no given putts. And women live even longer than men. Hmm.
That deserves a special study.
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Western Sicily, where centuries and cultures converge

BY SUSAN SPANO
LOS ANGELES TIMES

A cracked concrete road spirals up
to a lookout over Salemi in western
Sicily, passing flimsy-looking apart-
ment houses, weed-choked fields,
rubble-strewn construction sites and
a dilapidated villa with a sign that says
it's an insane asylum.

All along the way are views over
the old hill town, with its echoing al-
leyways and stairs, ruined Baroque
churches and roofless palazzos aban-
doned after the 1968 Belice Valley
earthquake, a 6.0-magnitude shaker
that killed 300 people and left 70,000
people homeless.

The historic center had been in-
habited since Roman times, but the
destruction was so massive that many
people simply cut their losses and
moved away, building an unlovely
sprawl of new neighborhoods around
the old town.

Beyond are the sun-blasted fields
and bare hills of western Sicily that
bankrupted land owners, turned peas-
ant farmers into slaves and inspired
mass emigration.

It is a dolorous landscape, “never
petty, never ordinary, never relaxed, as
a country made for rational beings to
live in should be,” Giuseppe Tomasi di
Lampedusa wrote in “The Leopard,”
his classic 1958 novel about Sicily.

Standing here in the fall, I scanned
the horizon for the fabled Doric tem-
ple at Segesta, Marsala’s windmills and
the Aphrodite shrine at Erice.

But for the moment all the treasures
that had brought me to this singular
corner of Europe — across the nar-
row strait of Messina from mainland
Italy and just 100 miles from the north
coast of Africa— were concealed, like
the images I sought in Hidden Pictures
puzzles as a child.

To get here, I flew from Rome to
Palermo’s Falcone-Borsellino Interna-
tional Airport, rented a car and headed
along the island’s wild western coast,
an Italian version of Baja outside the
window.

Near Trapani, I turned and drove
about 30 miles east to Segesta and its
Elymian temple, first and foremost
among western Sicily’s treasures. It
stands out from the highway, with no
tourist squalor to distract from its soli-
tary splendor.

I arrived in the late afternoon, just
in time to catch the last van up 1,200-
foot Mt. Barbaro to a beautiful am-
phitheater, gouged out from the sum-
mit. By the time it was built in the 2nd

The temple at Segesta, thought to date from the 5th century BC, was built by the ancient Elymi-

ans, whose language and origin remain a mystery.
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century BC, Segesta was a part of the
Roman Empire, but the architecture is
classic Greek. In the summer, plays by
ancient masters such as Aristophanes
are produced here, though the only
Greek chorus performing when I vis-
ited was composed of noisy cicadas.

Afterward, I climbed a long flight
of rustic steps leading to the temple,
bordered by thickets of Sicilian agave
so big and tree-like that people carve
their initials in the leaves.

The Elymian language has not yet

been deciphered so the gods wor-
shiped at Segesta remain a mystery,
though it’s thought that the temple
was built in the 5th century BC.

It is roofless but otherwise amaz-
ingly intact, with a cornice supported
by 26 massive columns. The capi-
tals are sterling examples of the sim-
ple, magisterial Doric architectural
style brought to Sicily by Greeks who
pushed westward to plant colonies all
around the Mediterranean basin. A
band of Greek pioneers settled on the
southwest coast of Sicily at Selinunte
and waged war on Segesta, forcing the
Elymians to seek the support of pow-
erful Carthage on the north coast of
Africa.

“Trust no one” could be the moral of
this story. Carthage ultimately domi-

nated Segesta, replacing its unknown
deities with hungry gods and bringing
human sacrifice to the island to ap-
pease them.

Excavation, exploration

When the news broke early last year
about the sale of earthquake-dam-
aged homes in the historic center of
Salemi for 1 euro each, it sounded like
the Italian version of a Hawaiian time-
share scam. But I had to check it out,
so I booked a room at the Hotel Villa
Mokarta in Salemi, an easy drive to the
sites.

Under this scheme, prospective
buyers guarantee they will restore the
properties in two years according to
official specifications. Soon rumors
swirled about international notables
who had decided to take up the offer.

Stalled by legal complications, the
1 euro sell-off of historic homes in Sa-
lemi’s old town has yet to materialize.
And even if it does, 'm not tempted
because the properties are mostly
empty shells, without roofs and walls.

But parts of old Salemi don’t need
gimmicks to beguile: the Arabic cas-
tello on the Piazza Alicia; a collection
of tender Sicilian Madonnas in the
town’s 18th century Jesuit College, sal-
vaged from churches destroyed in the
1968 quake; a small museum devoted
to the intricately decorated loaves of
bread baked every March to celebrate
the Feast of San Giuseppe; and the
ruined ethnic quarters of Salemi, the
only town that offered safe harbor to
Muslims and Jews after their expulsion
from the island in 1492.

No one could complain that Salemi
is too touristy. The historic center has
a couple of cafes, one enoteca (wine
bar) and a single street of shops. The

SALES . SERVICE - RENTALS - ACCESSORIES

772.299.1286 | 1175 Commerce Ave., Vero Beach, FL
(Behind Staples Office Supply)

www.Orchidislandbikesandkayaks.com
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Windmills on salt flats north of Marsala are turned by the North African sirocco.

A cracked concrete road spirals up
to a lookout over Salemi in western
Sicily, passing flimsy-looking apart-
ment houses, weed-choked fields,
rubble-strewn construction sites and
a dilapidated villa with a sign that says
it's an insane asylum.

All along the way are views over
the old hill town, with its echoing al-
leyways and stairs, ruined Baroque
churches and roofless palazzos aban-
doned after the 1968 Belice Valley
earthquake, a 6.0-magnitude shaker
that killed 300 people and left 70,000
people homeless.

The historic center had been in-
habited since Roman times, but the
destruction was so massive that many
people simply cut their losses and
moved away, building an unlovely
sprawl of new neighborhoods around
the old town.

Beyond are the sun-blasted fields
and bare hills of western Sicily that
bankrupted land owners, turned peas-
ant farmers into slaves and inspired
mass emigration.

It is a dolorous landscape, “never

By . ot S TSR

Archeologists at work on the island of Motya, the site of a Carthaginian settlement around the 8th

century BC. Motya is off the west coast of Sicily.

The southwest coast of Sicily is less than 100 miles from North Africa.

petty, never ordinary, never relaxed, as
a country made for rational beings to
live in should be,” Giuseppe Tomasi di
Lampedusa wrote in “The Leopard,”
his classic 1958 novel about Sicily.
Standing here in the fall, I scanned
the horizon for the fabled Doric tem-
ple at Segesta, Marsala’s windmills and
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the Aphrodite shrine at Erice.

But for the moment all the treasures
that had brought me to this singular
corner of Europe - across the nar-
row strait of Messina from mainland
Italy and just 100 miles from the north
coast of Africa— were concealed, like
the images I sought in Hidden Pictures
puzzles as a child.

To get here, I flew from Rome to
Palermo’s Falcone-Borsellino Interna-
tional Airport, rented a car and headed
along the island’s wild western coast,
an Italian version of Baja outside the
window.

Near Trapani, I turned and drove
about 30 miles east to Segesta and its
Elymian temple, first and foremost
among western Sicily’s tieasures. It
stands out from the highway, with no
tourist squalor to distract from its soli-
tary splendor.

I arrived in the late afternoon, just
in time to catch the last van up 1,200-
foot Mt. Barbaro to a beautiful am-
phitheater, gouged out from the sum-
mit. By the time it was built in the 2nd
century BC, Segesta was a part of the

Roman Empire, but the architecture is
classic Greek. In the summer, plays by
ancient masters such as Aristophanes
are produced here, though the only
Greek chorus performing when I vis-
ited was composed of noisy cicadas.

Afterward, I climbed a long flight
of rustic steps leading to the temple,
bordered by thickets of Sicilian agave
so big and tree-like that people carve
their initials in the leaves.

The Elymian language has not yet
been deciphered so the gods wor-
shiped at Segesta remain a mystery,
though it’s thought that the temple
was built in the 5th century BC.

It is roofless but otherwise amazing-
ly intact, with a cornice supported by
26 massive columns. The capitals are
sterling examples of the simple, magis-
terial Doric architectural style brought
to Sicily by Greeks who pushed west-
ward to plant colonies all around the
Mediterranean basin. A band of Greek
pioneers settled on the southwest
coast of Sicily at Selinunte and waged
war on Segesta, forcing the Elymians
to seek the support of powerful Car-
thage on the north coast of Africa.

“Trust no one” could be the moral of
this story. Carthage ultimately domi-
nated Segesta, replacing its unknown
deities with hungry gods and bringing
human sacrifice to the island to ap-
pease them.

Excavation, exploration

When the news broke early last year
about the sale of earthquake-dam-
aged homes in the historic center of
Salemi for 1 euro each, it sounded like
the Italian version of a Hawaiian time-
share scam. But I had to check it out,
so I booked a room at the Hotel Villa
Mokarta in Salemi, an easy drive to the
sites.

Under this scheme, prospective

Vero Beach 32963 / March 4, 2010

Style

Modern Classics: Five trends for Fall 2010

Alexander Wang, Ralph Lauren, DKNY, Phillip Lim and Vera Wang all had men's-styles pants and

other garments in their collections.

The clothes that designers showed
for fall during New York Fashion Week,
which ended last week, invoked the
classics, but with interesting, modern
ideas mixed in. Among the trends we
think we’ll see women wearing come
September are these five.

Menswear mash-up

Alexander Wang is the young New
York designer everyone is watching
right now, and his collection of sexy,
deconstructed pinstripe suits set the
tone for a season of creative mens-
wear dressing for women. Among
Wang’s most memorable offerings:
pinstripe pants with the waistband
lopped off to expose a bare navel, and
a morning jacket with the front re-

The cape came in a dozen permutations, from
preppy sport to Russian czarina luxe.

BY BOOTH MOORE
LOS ANGELES TIMES

moved and a bandeau left in its place.

For other designers, the trend was
more about mixing hard and soft, tai-
lored and ruffled in one outfit. Ralph
Lauren paired a charcoal wool men’s
vest and “spat pants” that buttoned
at the ankles with a romantic purple
plaid blouse with puffed sleeves. Di-
ane von Furstenberg put a rosette-
embroidered bolero over a pinstripe
suit with cropped, flared pants.

Designers put an emphasis on
classic tailoring. In a logical exten-
sion of the boyfriend blazer and boy-
friend sweater craze, Donna Karan
described the oversized, man-styled
coats in her DKNY collection as “boy-
friend coats.”

And it wasn’t a fussy gown but a
tuxedo that was the season’s most vi-
able evening option. The best? Phil-
lip Lim’s gold lamé version and Vera
Wang'’s charcoal wool jersey tuxedo
jumpsuit.

Blackout

Black is the new black. (We had
to say it.) In a season when retailers
and shoppers alike are pinching their
pennies, there’s a premium on clothes
with added value. And so designers
knew they couldn’t go wrong with the
classic, goes-with-everything color.
The resurgence of black also reflects
an attempt to cut through the clut-
ter of fast, celebrity-fueled fashion
in favor of a less complicated way of
dressing.

For some designers, this meant
showing black on black. At Mary-
Kate and Ashley Olsen’s line the Row,
slouchy black tie-front silk trousers
were paired with a black silk blouse
buttoned all the way to the top, and
a black leather shell was worn over a
long-sleeved, black chiffon shirt, with
black full-legged pants. Ralph Lauren
layered a short, black tulle Deco

CONTINUED ON PAGE 62

A vacation of 4 lifetime /

Leather bracelets...silver and gold beads
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Leigh Jewelers

OFFICIAL ROLEX JEWELER

CERTIFIED GEMOLOGISTS | ACCREDITED GEM LABORATORY
3401 OCEAN DRIVE | VERO BEACH | 772.234.8522 WWW.LEIGHJEWELERS.COM
DEDICATED TO PROVEN ETHICS, KNOWLEDGE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION™
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The clothes that designers showed
for fall during New York Fashion Week,
which ended last week, invoked the
classics, but with interesting, modern
ideas mixed in. Among the trends we
think we’ll see women wearing come
September are these five.

Menswear mash-up
Alexander Wang is the young New

York designer everyone is watching
right now, and his collection of sexy,

deconstructed pinstripe suits set the
tone for a season of creative mens-
wear dressing for women. Among
Wang’s most memorable offerings:
pinstripe pants with the waistband
lopped off to expose a bare navel, and
a morning jacket with the front re-
moved and a bandeau left in its place.

For other designers, the trend was
more about mixing hard and soft, tai-
lored and ruffled in one outfit. Ralph
Lauren paired a charcoal wool men’s
vest and “spat pants” that buttoned
at the ankles with a romantic purple
plaid blouse with puffed sleeves. Di-

Ask the Hair Guy

Mark Rodolico
Colorist / Stylist
www.askthehairguy.com

Answer: Well M.C_ | am not sure
what we are talking about here,
but I shall do my best. The Male
beard is different than the hair on
vour head only by its diameter and
texture. Yes, beards can get a bit
rough in tender situations, but all
1s not lost. You gals out there
should be somewhat sympathetic
to our plight with your stainless
steal leg hair! Imagine going
through life with that stuff on your
face! No, I'm not looking for a
hug, but I am making a point. The
idea of conditioning a beard is not
foreign. Most men just don’t co-
operate. Using a high quality Con-
ditioner with Emollients on the
beard is a common practice amongst
those in the know. The term “Con-
ditioners” usually refer to “moi-
sturizers” (something that adds
moisture) and "emollients” (some-

A word from The Hair Guy: Thank You Vero Beach, for making
Marks At The Pointe Salon & Boutique one of our hottest new des-
tinations. Keep an eve on our website for un-published specials, our
way of saving Thank You! This Is Not Your Grandmother s Day Spa!

Question: My husband s beard is rough and irritates my sensitive
skin is there such a thing as beard conditioner?

- M.C. Orchid Island, Flovida

thing that softens), but they de-
scribe different effects on the skin
and hair. The term “emollient™ is
most often used to describe single
ingredients, whereas "moisturizer”
describes finished products. If you
add a low PH and a sunscreen to
it, you have a recipe for softer
smoother skin and hair. One of my
customers tumed me on to the idea
long ago. She said “The mark of
a truly fine conditioner is how well
it works as a shave créme on my
legs!™ I could not agree more.
Warning however: Too much frag-
rance could drive a man nuts and
this could become a costly shave
creme. It will however make for
nicer snuggles with a bearded man.
My favorite is A/G Conditioner
Light.

Thanks for asking The Hair Guy!
www.askthehairguy.com

Mark’s at the Pointe Salon & Boutigue is home of The Hair Guy
46 Royal Palm Pointe 772-492-8900)
Or online: www.marksatthepointe.com

This is NOT your Grandmother's Day Spa.

Black is the new black. The color that goes with everything was everywhere as designers know
when retailers and shoppers alike are pinching their pennies amd there’s a premium on clothes

with added value.

ane von Furstenberg put a rosette-

embroidered bolero over a pinstripe

suit with cropped, flared pants.
Designers put an emphasis on

classic tailoring. In a logical exten-
sion of the boyfriend blazer and boy-
friend sweater craze, Donna Karan
described the oversized, man-styled

gmpShoe Salon and Boutique : 41 ]."'

3385 Ocean Drive on Vero’s Beach 231-2772

Parking also available at our back entrance.
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“Texture mixes, crushed cashmere, clouds of
mohair.” That was how Michael Kors summed
up the tactile sensation of fall dressing.

Style

cashmere turtleneck for a more un-
derstated evening look.

Donna Karan and Vera Wang pre-
sented entire collections that were
almost all black, emphasizing texture
and drape to bring out the richness.
When it came to timelessness, you
couldn’t get much better than Derek
Lam’s plunge-front, long-sleeve silk
jersey gown.

Caped crusaders

We started to see them on the
streets this winter, but come fall you
will be able to get your pick from
nearly every New York designer. The
cape came in a dozen permutations,
from preppy sport to Russian czarina
luxe.

Alexander Wang’s camel-colored,
ankle-sweeping cape had a military
feel, while Zac Posen’s camel-colored
cape was shorter and sweeter, with
an oversized collar.

Neither wind nor snow would ruffle
Marc Jacobs’ cape, in thick shearling
with a bushy fur collar, which looked
like it would be at home on a Bronté
on the English moors, while Peter
Som’s cape, in deep blue broadtail
with a fur hem, seemed suited for a

Painting and collage are an endless well of inspiration for designers.

coats in her DKNY collection as “boy-
friend coats.”

And it wasn’t a fussy gown but a
tuxedo that was the season’s most vi-
able evening option. The best? Phil-
lip Lim’s gold lamé version and Vera
Wang'’s charcoal wool jersey tuxedo
jumpsuit.

Blackout

Black is the new black. (We had
to say it.) In a season when retailers
and shoppers alike are pinching their
pennies, there’s a premium on clothes
with added value. And so designers
knew they couldn’t go wrong with the

classic, goes-with-everything color.
The resurgence of black also reflects
an attempt to cut through the clut-
ter of fast, celebrity-fueled fashion
in favor of a less complicated way of
dressing.

For some designers, this meant
showing black on black. At Mary-
Kate and Ashley Olsen’s line the Row,
slouchy black tie-front silk trousers
were paired with a black silk blouse
buttoned all the way to the top, and
a black leather shell was worn over
a long-sleeved, black chiffon shirt,
with black full-legged pants. Ralph
Lauren layered a short, black tulle
Deco beaded dress over a black

3435 Ocean Drive
(772) 231-9889
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RENA LANGE TRUNK SHOW
Thursday & Friday, March 4 + 5
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Egg-sized diamond sells for a record $35 million

BY RON DERBY AND THOMAS BIESHEUVEL
BLOOMBERG NEWS

A diamond the size of a chicken egg
unearthed in South Africa last year
was sold for a record price to Hong
Kong’s Chow Tai Fook Jewellery Co.,
according to Petra Diamonds Ltd.

Petra said in a statement that it had
discovered the gem at its Cullinan
mine.

The 507.6-carat rough diamond,
weighing more than 3.5 ounces, was
sold last week for $35.3 million, Petra
said.

Petra says the stone is about as

large as a medium-sized chicken egg.

Prices of diamonds are soaring as
producers cut output after the credit
crunch and dealers rebuilt stocks for
Christmas.

The price of rough diamonds rose
approximately 48 percent in the first
11 months of 2009, according to
WWW International Diamond Con-
sultants.

Demand in China, which overtook
Japan as the second-largest gem mar-
ket, added to gains.

Petra found the “Cullinan Heri-
tage” stone in September 2009 at the
same mine where the world’s biggest
diamond, the 3,106-carat Cullinan,
had been discovered a century ago in
1905.

That was cut to form the Great Star
of Africa and Lesser Star of Africa, set

Johan Dippenaar, chief executive officer of Petra Diamonds Ltd.

in Britain’s crown jewels.

Petra got $9.48 million at a sale in
May for a polished 7.03-carat blue
gem from the Cullinan mine, east of
Pretoria, setting a per-carat record. A
carat is a fifth of a gram.

“It is fitting that the Cullinan Heri-
tage should achieve a sale price of
$35.3 million, the highest sale price
on record ever achieved for a rough
diamond,” Petra Chief Executive Of-
ficer Johan Dippenaar said in a state-
ment.

He said the Cullinan Heritage has
the potential to produce one of the
world’s most important polished
gems.

PChow Tai Fook hasn't yet dis-
closed its plans for the diamond, ac-
cording to the statement that was is-
sued by Petra.

Join us for celebratory shopping & refreshments!
Special savings throughout the store.

Tuesday, March 9
10am to 7pm

PRIVATES | DUETS | REFORMER CLASSES | TOWER CLASSES

Pilates

Goals & Focus

* Flexibility

= Strength with Resistance
* Balance & Posture

= Skeletal Alignment

* Breathing Technigue

= Back Problems

GYROTONIC

Benefits

* Children & Adults

* Golfers & Tennis

* Post Rehab from Injury
INTRODUCTORY OFFER!

3 Private Lessons for $150
$25 Referral Gift to Both Persons

Village Shops 6

Highway A1A, Vero Beach

Phone: 772.234.5858
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Chanel goes retro: Clogs stand tall for spring

Chanel Spring 2010

MELISSA MAGSAYSAY
LOS ANGELES TIMES

Fashion is stepping back a decade
this spring, away from fall's 1980s-
style acid-washed denim and power
shoulders to a season full of 1970s
influences, including sun-bleached
colors, fringed accessories and the
“it” shoe made popular on the Chanel
runway: clogs.

We're not talking orange rubber
Crocs a la Mario Batali. These clogs
are sexy and embellished, some with
heels as high as those on your favorite
stilettos.

At Chanel’s spring 2010 show last
fall, models flaunted their spindly
legs in short tweed skirts and 4-inch
platform clogs. The slip-on shoe with
a high, stacked wood heel flatters the
leg, and the ‘70s vibe suits the relaxed

look of our local climate, which might
explain why clogs will be such a ubiq-
uitous style for spring. “We saw a re-
surgence of clogs on the runway for
spring, with Chanel leading the trend,”
says Holli Rogers, buying director for
Net-a-Porter.com. For spring, the site
will feature clogs from Pedro Gar-
cia, Fendi and Jimmy Choo in styles
including strappy sandals as well as
chunky and traditional.

In the high-end and contemporary
markets, several designers are do-
ing clogs or clog-like shoes at varying
price points and levels of extreme. Ba-
nana Republic has the “Rosita” clog in
its spring collection for $98. The neu-
tral color and thicker heel make the
shoe wearable for everyday. “The nude
banded clog evokes a clean, fresh and
modern look to elongate the leg with-
out effort,” says Simon Kneen, creative

Chanel Spring 2010

director and executive vice president
of design for Banana Republic. “It’s the
perfect springtime accessory.”

For a sexier approach, Steve Mad-

den’s “Daynty” clog, $89.95, has a
pointed heel and slimmer shape that

CONTINUED ON PAGE 66

Judi McCormick Trunk Show
March 4th and 5th

Sassy Boutique

March Hours
Monday-Saturday 10-6 and Sundays 12-4

3375 Ocean Drive 772.234.3998
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CONTINUED FROMPAGE65  ders to a season full of 1970s influ-
ences, including sun-bleached colors,
fringed accessories and the “it” shoe
made popular on the Chanel runway:

clogs.

Fashion is stepping back a decade
this spring, away from fall’s 1980s-style
acid-washed denim and power shoul-

Celebrating the 150th Anniversary
of René Lalique’s birth in 1860, Lalique
presents the 2010 Hommage a
René Lalique Collection

TRUNK SHOW- MARCH 13TH-10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
WITH CRAIG ZEHMS-LALIQUE’S LEADING HISTORIAN
GIVING A PRESENTATION AT 4:00 PM

oldest continuously
produced piece in
Lalique’s history.

Exclusively at the Village Shops
Indian River Shores « 6290 North A1A - 772.234.1964

Steve Madden

platform clogs. The slip-on shoe with
a high, stacked wood heel flatters the
leg, and the ‘70s vibe suits the relaxed
look of our local climate, which might
explain why clogs will be such a ubiq-
uitous style for spring. “We saw a re-
surgence of clogs on the runway for
spring, with Chanel leading the trend,”
says Holli Rogers, buying director for
Net-a-Porter.com. For spring, the site
will feature clogs from Pedro Gar-
cia, Fendi and Jimmy Choo in styles
including strappy sandals as well as
chunky and traditional.

In the high-end and contemporary
markets, several designers are do-
ing clogs or clog-like shoes at varying
price points and levels of extreme. Ba-
nana Republic has the “Rosita” clog in
its spring collection for $98. The neu-
tral color and thicker heel make the
shoe wearable for everyday. “The nude
banded clog evokes a clean, fresh and
modern look to elongate the leg with-
out effort,” says Simon Kneen, creative

Denim clog, $345 at Stuart Weitzman, Beverly Hills.

We're not talking orange rubber
Crocs ala Mario Batali. These clogs are
sexy and embellished, some with heels
as high as those on your favorite stilet-
tos.

At Chanel’s spring 2010 show last
fall, models flaunted their spindly
legs in short tweed skirts and 4-inch

director and executive vice president
of design for Banana Republic. “It’s the
perfect springtime accessory.”

For a sexier approach, Steve Mad-
den’s “Daynty” clog, $89.95, has a
pointed heel and slimmer shape that
looks a little dressier than something
with a thick heel. And Stuart Weitzman

TRUNK SHOW

MARCH 11, 9:30-5:30

Come and Meet the Designer Robin

s Machine Washable
® Quality, Elegance, Simplicity
» Travel Wear

www.dedeshoes.com | (772) 231-6733

» Magic Fabric
w Party Wear
» Business Wear

= XXS5-3X

Every Mack garment is made by Mack design team in Greensboro
N.C. Simply choose your style and size and then select your color,

_5@ Dede’s Shoe Salon

1006 Beachland Blvd. Sexton Plaza | Vero Beach, FL 32963

Vero Beach 32963 / March 4, 2010

Page 67

Pets

Opposites make for good friends in Shores pooches

Maggie, the mini poodle, and her new friend, Coco, love snuggling together. As for music, they like the soundtrack to “Mama Mia.”

BY CISSY SUMNER
COLUMNIST

Meet Maggie and Coco, two little
dogs that light up the lives of owners
Steve and Eileen Finestone.

Maggie was a lonely miniature poo-
dle until The Finestones added Coco

Fun and games, they even share toys.

(or Coconut) to their home for Maggie
to enjoy. Maggie will be 3 years old in
May and Coco just turned 2.

These dogs are proof opposites do
attract. Maggie is shy and cautious,

while Coco is lively and adventurous.
Steve and Eileen think that Coco ben-
efitted Maggie by helping her become
more outgoing around strangers and
new situations. Coco loves every one
and Maggie does not want to miss the
fun!

The dogs are inseparable, with a real
bond between them. They like to rest

together, touching each other with
a warm closeness. They have a large
crate to share when the Finestones
have to leave their Indian River Shores
home for an errand or outing. If Mag-

And they have some interesting
musical tastes: While in the crate, the
Finestones leave the pooches with the
soundtrack of Mama Mia playing in
the background -- which they particu-
larly enjoy.

The dogs are comical. They love to
play chase games where they race all
about the house.

They share everything, including
their toys.

After fun and games they are ready
to snuggle with the grandchildren or
rest together in comfort. They both
“protect the house” by letting the Fine-
stone’s know if someone is jogging,
walking, biking, or delivering some-
thing to their door. They are enthusi-
astic watch dogs!

Maggie and Coco are very loving
dogs who bring their unique, funny
personalities and joy to their owners’
lives.

gie goes into the crate first, they tell
Coco that Maggie is waiting for her
and Coco bounds into the crate to be
with her pal.

Is your pet an Island Pet? Email Cissy
Sumner, CPDT-KA at bbdogtraining@
bellsouth.net to nominate your pet!

YOUR PET’S HEALTH

By Dr. Randy Divine and Dr. Laura Baldwin

Question: My dog has been scratching his front legs nonstop and he’s developed a sore.
What can | do to give him relief and do | need to be concerned?

Many skin conditions can look like this. The most common is what is commonly known as an acral
lick granuloma. Acral lick granulomas can occur in any breed although large breed dogs appear to have
ahigher rate. The lesion is usually a hairless raised thickened plaque like area that may be ulcerated and
0ozing. Lick granulomas usually develop secondary to an allergic or infectious condition that result in
local or general itching. There is also a behavioral component frequently as pets compulsively lick the
area. This produces an inflammatory reaction leading to the development of plaque or nodule. Bacterial
infections result over time.

Most lick granulomas do not resolve without veterinary care. Diagnostics are usually needed to rule out
underlying causes and similar lesions. Skin cytologies are performed to rule out bacterial infections that
often complicate healing. Skin scrapings may also be needed for Demodex (a parasitic mite), and fungal
cultures may be necessary to rule out Dermatophytosis (ringworm). Advanced diagnostics including
biopsies may be needed for lesions that do not resolve.

Treatment s aimed at breaking the scratch-itch cycle and resolving the lesion. Topical steroids or steroids
injected into the lesion may be used to help relieve itching. Antibiotics or antifungals may be used based
on cytology. Long-term antibiotic treatment may be necessary in severe cases. E-collars may be placed
on pets in order to help prevent further trauma to the site. Compulsive licking may require at least
temporary therapy with mild sedatives. Divine Animal Hospital offers laser physiotherapy to help heal
lick granulomas without side effects of steroids. Laser therapy works to block pain and inflammatory
mediators and promote tissue healing on a cellular layer.

Divine Animal Hospital

Emergency Service Available ¢ Complete Pet Heath Care

772-299-3665

654 21st St., Vero Beach (Miracle Mile Plaza)
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Restaurant Review

The 12A Buoy: Wish you were here
f

BY TINA RONDEAU
COLUMNIST

If you had already headed north
last spring before my review of the
12A Buoy Offshore Grill in Fort Pierce,
you may be missing out this winter on
some of the best fresh seafood in these
parts.

This restaurant, open just over a
year at the foot of the South Bridge in
Fort Pierce, is nothing fancy, even by
“family restaurant” standards.

But white tablecloths and fancy sil-
verware are about the only things the
12A Buoy lacks. You may be asked
to keep your fork after finishing your
salad, but even the simplest dishes are
so good they make you wish this res-
taurant was here in Vero, rather than
a 25-minute drive away in Fort Pierce.

One can start the raves with the ap-
petizers. On our first visit, the bubbly
waitress insisted that we try the lobster
mac and cheese ($9), a table-sized ap-
petizer of macaroni and asiago cheese
baked in a personal-sized skillet with
chunks of lobster.

Having never been a big macaroni
enthusiast, I tried unsuccessfully to
demur. Suffice it to say that on subse-
quent visits, I have been sorely tempt-
ed to order this appetizer as an entrée.
It is the best rendition of macaroni and
cheese I have ever had in my life, bar
none.

On our most recent visit, my hus-
band amazingly passed up the creamy,
clam-filled New England clam chow-
der ($4), which he insists is the best he
has found in Florida.

Our companion, however, tried a
concoction which a waitress recom-
mended several visits ago: a cup filled
half with clam chowder, and half with
conch chowder. The result is amaz-
ing — not quite as creamy as the clam
chowder, not nearly as spicy as conch
chowder. You really want to try this.

But for appetizers on this latest visit,
my husband had the fried oysters ($8)
and I had the mini crab cakes ($9). The
oysters, lightly breaded and fried, were
juicy and succulent. The crab cakes —
lump blue crab meat again very lightly
fried — were topped with a dollop of
a spicy remoulade, and served on a
plate lined with a roasted red pepper
coulis. Delicious.

For entrees, my husband had one
of my favorite dishes -- the blackened
scallops ($19), wonderful plump, juicy
scallops dredged in blackened season-
ings, pan seared and finished in a lob-
ster ginger cream sauce. I ordered the
offshore pasta ($19), clams, shrimp,

The Blackened Scallops entree at 12A Bouy

scallops and fish sautéed in wine, gar-
lic and fresh tomatoes served over lin-
guini.

Our companion enjoyed the crab
stuffed shrimp ($19), beautiful large
shrimp stuffed with crab meat, broiled,
and topped with a citrus buerre blacn
sauce.

On previous visits, we have dined
on the ahi tuna ($19), a beautiful piece
of sesame encrusted tuna, seared and
served rare with ponzu sauce, was-
abi and ginger; the yellowtail snap-
per ($20), a butterflied snapper pan
seared and then roasted in a lime basil
oil blended with wine, garlic, olives,
capers, scallions and sun-dried to-
matoes; and the citrus snapper ($20),
pan-seared and topped with orange
segments, sweet citrus glaze and
homemade teriyaki sauce.

Incidentally, if you decide to visit
12A Buoy and one member of your
party is not into fresh seafood, you
should have no hesitation about the
steaks. My husband has had the 12
ounce Black Angus New York strip
($19) topped with compound butter,
and pronounced it first rate.

That also augers well for the surf
and turf, because our companion on
several visits has enjoyed the Florida
lobster tail ($20), a beautiful tail which
on both occasions appeared to well

b

12 A Bouy in Ft. Pierce

exceed the promised 9 ounces.

For dessert, if you are lucky, there
are two choices: a homemade key
lime pie and a homemade peanut but-
ter pie (each $4). But be forewarned:
Some evenings, even if you dine rela-
tively early, by the time you get to that
stage of your meal, the desserts are all
gone. Sold out. Finito.

That’s the price you pay for dining
in a relatively small restaurant where
everything is made fresh.

One other item worth noting is the
interesting, though very limited, wine
list. Helped by the wine prices that top
out in the mid-$30s, a family of three
can have an excellent dinner, includ-
ing appetizer and dessert, for about
$100 before tip. A great value.

Photos: Tom McCarthy Jr.

A final cautionary note.
At present, the 12A Buoy is
not accepting reservations,
and some of your friends
have found this restaurant
(and are probably not tell-
ing you about their dining
secret). At the risk of not be-
ing able to get in again with-
out a wait until after season,
my hint would be that you
are more likely to quickly
get a table if you go early.

But if you really like fresh
seafood, go you must. The
12A Buoy is that good.

I welcome your comments, and en-
courage you to send feedback to me at
tina@verobeach32963.com

The reviewer dines anonymously
at restaurants at the expense of Vero
Beach 32963.

Hours:
Wednesday through Monday
(closed Tuesdays)
Open for lunch from 11,
dinner from 4:30
Adult Beverages: Beer and wine

Address: 21 Fisherman's Wharf,
Fort Pierce

Phone: (772) 672-4524
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Wine Column

Pinot-gate may involve more brands of wine

BY DAVID MCINTYRE
WASHINGTON POST

The French wine fraud scandal
crossed the Atlantic this week, as
federal regulators said they are in-
vestigating U.S. importers who sold
French “pinot noir” that was actually
made from different grapes.

AFrench court on Feb. 17 convicted
12 people in the Languedoc region of
southern France of passing off merlot
and syrah wine as the more expensive
pinot noir to the U.S. firm E&]J Gallo.
Gallo sold the wine as pinot noir un-
der its popular Red Bicyclette label.

Gallo bought the wine from
the French wine brokerage Sieur
d’Arques. Although Gallo was not
implicated of any wrongdoing in the
French court case, U.S. officials are
investigating whether the California
wine giant violated any U.S. laws in
selling the wine as pinot noir.

The Treasury Department’s Alcohol
and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau

Yos Caves de Srower o 'rffi'i-?rrrm

—— AU - FRANCE

mislabeled Pinot Noir
in the marketplace.”
Importers must ap-
ply to the trade bu-
reau for approval of
wine labels, includ-
ing the images and
information con-

“has begun investigations to deter-
mine the appropriate actions to take
regarding the American importers of
these mislabeled wines,” the agency
said on its Web site.

When the convictions were an-
nounced last week, Gallo said it would
“continue to work with the appropri-
ate U.S. authorities to determine any
next steps required for potentially

veyed on them. Bu-
reau spokesman Ar-
thur Resnick would
not comment directly
on the investigation
or identify its targets.
But he said that even
if the U.S. importers
were duped by their
French suppliers, they may have vio-
lated some U.S. laws.

“Under our laws, importers are re-
sponsible for label approvals [from
the bureau], so they are responsible
for what goes in the bottles,” Resnick
said. He then used a classic Washing-
ton phrase: “We will be going to these
companies and asking what they

knew, and when they knew it.”

These companies? The French
court case centered on wine sold to
Gallo, but the other U.S. wine giant,
Constellation Brands, acknowledged
last week that it had also purchased
pinot noir from Sieur d’Arques and
another supplier implicated in the
French case.

Constellation, whose 200-plus
brands include Robert Mondavi, Ra-
venswood, Clos du Bois and Black-
stone, said ithad independent experts
test the wine before it was shipped
from France, and they confirmed the
wine was indeed pinot noir.

However, that does not convince
the trade bureau, as it waits for offi-
cial translations of documents in the
French fraud investigation. Constel-
lation is clearly part of its initial in-
quiries, and more companies could
be involved. “I think there are others,
but we won’t know for certain until
we see the French documentation,”
Resnick said.
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Overnight cooking: Time to pull an all-nighter

BY BONNIE S. BENWICK
WASHINGTON POST STAFF WRITER

I missed Washington’s double-
whammy snow-in, but I wish I'd been
there to cook in it.

It seems the rest of the country —in-
cluding Florida — has seen tempera-
tures drop into record lows, which
makes it a perfect time to think about
food, and cooking lots of it. Slowly.

Here’s what I would have done, and
what you ought to try before the spring
warming: Set the oven at 225 degrees,
go to bed and let the magic of very low,
very slow food fill the senses.

I'm talking about cooking that
transforms. It’s as old as the hills and
has roots in just about every nation on
Earth. It goes beyond extreme brais-
ing in three or four hours: Vegetables
collapse into pudding, meats achieve
a succulence that makes chewing op-
tional, and natural sugars triumph
over the shape of the fruits that con-
tain them.

These days, a gas range with a trusty
autopilot can do the work of village
ovens and ancient clay pots buried
in embers. (I respectfully submit that
the electric slow cooker, on the other
hand, performs reliably but yields re-
sults that fall short of inspirational.).

The key ingredient is time -- just
the kind you have when you’re stuck
at home. There is something won-
derful about waking up to, or spend-
ing all day with, deeply savory smells
that seem to have come about on their
own.

Orthodox Jews are well versed in
the ways of overnight cooking, as they
are not permitted to do many kinds of
work on the Sabbath. They have devel-
oped hundreds of recipes for one-pot
stews, referred to as cholents or da-

finas depending on what part of the
world they're in.

The dishes are constructed in ad-
vance with minimal fuss and reheated
in a way that does not interfere with
Shabbat observance, says Brooklyn’s
Arthur Schwartz, a.k.a. the Food Ma-
ven, former food editor of the New
York Daily News and author, most re-
cently, of “The Southern Italian Table.”

“Cooking in low heat for a long, long
time is how I do all my braises now,”
he says.

The moist meats of barbacoa re-
main some of Mexico’s most famous
and popular slow-cooked foods, done
for centuries in underground pits
built of stone, brick or wood. Meat
traditionally was covered with adobo,
then wrapped in maguey leaves (from
an agave plant or cactus) before be-
ing placed atop a mixture of beer (or
pulque, a traditional alcoholic drink),
herbs and vegetables in an earthen-
ware pot.

The meat’s juices fell into the veg-
etables during cooking. The whole
shebang might be sealed with a corn-
dough masa. Today Mexican cooks

may use banana leaves but still most
often let the cooking happen over-
night.

Chinese dishes that took all night to
cook date back thousands of years and
often had medicinal properties. They
were true comfort food; when some-
one in the house was sick, a mixture
including beef, berries, dried fruits or
vegetables would bake for hours in a
clay pot (never metal) until it was re-
duced to a thick soup. Michael Chin, a
senior executive of the Fireman Hospi-
tality Group in New York, remembers
his grandmother and parents making
such concoctions even when he was
growing up in the Bronx in the 1950s
and ‘60s.

“From two quarts, the stuff would
boil down to almost a cupful,” he says.
“If it contained rare herbs and was
meant for someone who was trying to
recover his or her strength, the smell
could be —‘ooof!’ But it always seemed
to work. I don’t doubt 5,000 years of
Chinese medicine.”

Sweetened meringues that were
crafted for King Louis XIV in France
needed the warmth of a low oven and
long hours of residual drying heat. To-
day, an enterprising chef such as, say,
Bryan Voltaggio prefers the precision
of a whiz-bang dehydrator. He uses
one at Volt, his restaurant in Frederick.

“I can get a consistently timed,
crisped product that way,” he says.
“But this is a good time of year to make
[meringues] in the oven around Wash-
ington, because it’s fairly dry. Don't try
it in the summer.”

The chef remembers how popular
the overnight short ribs, slow-roasted
tomatoes and pineapple chips were
when he worked at Charlie Palmer’s
Aureole (1999-2003).

For making meringues at home,

Voltaggio says it’s best to experiment
by forming them in several sizes. That
way you can arrive at one that will get
uniformly crisp in a turned-off oven.
The fan of a convection oven or the
position of a middle oven rack will
provide optimum airflow, he adds.

America has its own overnight cook-
ing traditions, literally full of beans.
Early adapters watched and cribbed
techniques from Native Americans in
Maine who coaxed tenderness into
beans with bear grease and maple
syrup; their pots were submerged in
embers and earth from dusk till dawn.

Wagon trains had to keep moving
westward, so chuck wagoneers would
put pots of beans on the fire over-
night; travelers could wake up to a hot,
hearty meal, then get going.

According to Sally and Martin
Stone’s “The Brilliant Bean” (Bantam,
1988), Boston’s Saturday night supper
of baked beans and brown bread owes
its existence to the helpful city bakers
who would pop their customers’ bean
pots into the still-warm ovens in the
evening.

The pots were reunited with their
owners the next morning, along with
freshly baked bread.

Why the trip down history row?
Just to show that we are hard-wired
to hanker for foods cooked in such a
manner. Their preparation might not
fit so neatly into a modern existence,
but cooler weather should be excuse
enough.

Which brings me back to the beauty
of the method. It warms the kitchen,
the heart of a home, and fills the air
deliciously. Main course, side dish and
dessert can cook side by side. Its ingre-
dients can be pulled from pantry and
freezer. Its recipes are simple and link
us to the past.
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On Faith
Admitting we’re wrong is the gift of wisdom

BY REV. DRS. CASEY AND BOB BAGGOTT
COLUMNISTS

The legend goes that Rev. Peter
Miller was the pastor of a small Bap-
tist church in Ephrata, Pennsylvania
during the Revolutionary War. Rever-
end Miller was much loved by all the
people of Ephrata, except for the local
priest of the Church of England who

was scornful of Miller and opposed
Miller on every possible issue.

This particular priest, it turned out,
was no friend to the Colonial cause.
And because Miller was sympathetic
to the revolutionaries, the priest called
for Miller and many others to be hung
in the town square for treason against
the King of England. But near the end
of the war the situation changed, and
the priest was himself arrested for
treason and sentenced to die by the
Colonial government for conspiring
with British troops.

Rev. Peter Miller’s response to this
turn of events was remarkable. As soon
as he received the news, he walked 60
miles to General George Washington’s
encampment. There he pleaded pas-
sionately for Washington to intervene
and pardon the priest. Assuming
Miller was the priest’s friend, George

Washington shook his head and told
Miller regretfully that he could not
agree to spare his friend’s life.

Rev. Miller then told Washington
that the priest was not, in fact, his
friend. Actually, the man was his very
worst enemy. An amazed Washington
then asked Miller why in the world
he would have walked 60 miles to try
to save the life of an enemy. Miller’s
answer gives us pause. He said he
had come to plead for this man’s life
because on consideration, on sev-
eral points of their disagreement, the
priest may have been right!

The story goes that when Washing-
ton heard this explanation, he decided
to spare the priest’s life. Obviously,
Washington admired the gritty deter-
mination of Reverend Miller to be an
advocate for someone with whom he
had never really seen eye to eye. He

apparently appreciated Miller’s hu-
mility and his honesty. He seemed to
agree that we may often be as indebt-
ed to our enemies, for what they teach
us, as to our friends.

We wonder, could we be as generous
with our compassion and our concern
for an enemy’s misfortune as Miller
and Washington? It’s hard not to exult
in our enemy’s downfall. But what if
we could acknowledge that on a num-
ber of points, our adversary may, in
fact, be right? Maybe our humility
could end an on-going dispute, or be-
gin a friendship, or even save a life.

Perhaps we aren’t right about every-
thing, after all. And, as people of faith,
our uncertainty could sometimes be
as faithful and loving as our certainty;
and admitting our fallibility may be
the beginning of the greatest wisdom
of all.

‘God gap’ impedes U.S. foreign policy, study says

BY DAVID WATERS
WASHINGTON POST

American foreign policy is handi-
capped by a narrow, ill-informed and
“uncompromising Western secular-
ism” that feeds religious extremism,
threatens traditional cultures and fails
to encourage religious groups that
promote peace and human rights, ac-
cording to a two-year study by the Chi-
cago Council on Global Affairs.

The council’s 32-member task force,
which included former government
officials and scholars representing

all major faiths, delivered its report
to the White House last week. The re-
port warns of a serious “capabilities
gap” and recommends that President
Barack Obama make religion “an inte-
gral part of our foreign policy.”

Thomas Wright, the council’s ex-
ecutive director of studies, said task
force members met with Joshua Du-
Bois, head of the White House Office
of Faith-Based and Neighborhood
Partnerships, and State Department
officials.

“They were very receptive, and they
said that there is a lot of overlap be-

That is Christian, traditional and dynamic with a liturgical service that beautifully
expresses our Protestant and Catholic heritage?

That ksn't afraid to bring peaple together from diverse hackgrounds and different political views, welcoming evenpone,
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Rev. Dr. John R. Jacobs, Rector
T72-567-1146  www.trinityvero.org
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tween the task force’s report and the
work they have been doing on this
same issue,” Wright said.

The Chicago Council isn't as in-
fluential as the Council on Foreign
Relations or some other Washington-
based think tanks, but it does have a
long-standing relationship with the
president. Obama spoke to the coun-
cil once as a state senator and twice as
a U.S. senator, including his first major
foreign policy speech as a presiden-
tial candidate in April 2007. Michelle
Obama is on the council’s board.

American foreign policy’s “God gap”
has been noted in recent years by oth-
ers, including former secretary of state
Madeleine Albright.

“It’s a hot topic,” said Chris Seiple,
president of the Arlington, Va.-based
Institute for Global Engagement and a
Council on Foreign Relations member.

“It’s the elephant in the room. You're
taught not to talk about religion and
politics, but the bummer is that it’s at
the nexus of national security.

The truth is the academy has been
run by secular fundamentalists for a
long time, people who believe religion
is not a legitimate component of real-
politik.”

The Chicago Council’s task force
was led by Scott Appleby, of the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame, and Richard
Cizik, of the New Evangelical Part-

nership for the Common Good. “Re-
ligion,” the task force says, “is pivotal
to the fate” of such nations as Afghani-
stan, Pakistan, India, Iraq, Iran, Nige-
ria and Yemen, all vital to U.S. national
and global security.

“Despite a world abuzz with reli-
gious fervor,” the task force says, “the
U.S. government has been slow to re-
spond effectively to situations where
religion plays a global role.” Those in-
clude the growing influence of Pente-
costalism in Latin America, evangeli-
cal Christianity in Africa and religious
minorities in the Far East.

U.S. officials have made efforts to
address the God gap, especially in
dealings with Islamic nations and
groups. The CIA established an office
of political Islam in the mid-1980s.
Congress passed the International Re-
ligious Freedom Act in 1998 to make
religious freedom a U.S. foreign policy
priority.

During the second Bush adminis-
tration, the Defense Department re-
wrote the Army’s counterinsurgency
manual to take account of cultural fac-
tors, including religion.

The Obama administration has
stepped up the government’s outreach
to a wider range of religious groups
and individuals overseas, trying to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 73
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connect with people beyond govern-
ments, said a senior administration
official who spoke on the condition of
anonymity.

The effort, he said, is more deliber-
ate than in the past: “This issue has
senior-level attention.”

He noted that Obama appointed a
special envoy to the Organization of
the Islamic Conference and created a
new Muslim outreach position in the
State Department.

In the past year, he said, embassies
in Muslim-majority countries have
held hundreds of meetings with a
broad range of people not involved in
government.

To end the “episodic and uncoordi-
nated nature of U.S. engagement of
religion in the world,” the task force
recommended:

- Adding religion to the training and
continuing education of all foreign
service officers, diplomats and other
key diplomatic, military and econom-
ic officials.

That includes using the skills and
expertise of military veterans and ci-
vilians returning from Iraq and Af-
ghanistan.

- Empowering government depart-
ments and agencies to engage local
and regional religious communities
where they are central players in the
promotion of human rights and peace,
as well as the delivery of health care
and other forms of assistance.

— Address and clarify the role of re-
ligious freedom in U.S. foreign policy.
Cizik said some parts of the world —
the Middle East, China, Russia and
India, for example — are particularly
sensitive to the U.S. government’s em-
phasis on religious freedom and see it
as a form of imperialism.

St. Eds

St. Ed’s girls lacrosse team builds momentum

The St. Edward’s varsity girls lacrosse team
does a group cheer before retaking the field in
the second hallf of a game against Vero Beach
High School.

Photos: Tom McCarthy Jr.

BY RON HOLUB
COLUMNIST

ly be in store for the 2010 campaign.
The home field clash would gauge
how much relative progress had been
made since the Pirates were overpow-
ered the year before in Boca Raton.

St. Ed’s jumped out to a quick 4-0
lead and never looked back. Sopho-
more Maddy Blakeman continued her
onslaught on the opponents’ net with
4 goals. Younger sister, ninth grader
Olivia, and freshman Chloe O’Haire
chipped in with 2 apiece.

It was a game they needed to squash
uncertainty related to a young squad
that lost about half of its offensive fire-
power following a respectable 11-5
showing in 2009.

The girls followed that up with an-
other solid performance when they
traveled to Hobe Sound on Feb. 23
and defeated The Pine School 15-8 to
move to 4-1 overall and even their dis-
trict mark at 1-1. Blakeman recorded
a double hat trick with six goals while
Chloe O’Haire and Morgan Falken-
hagen matched that total with three
each.

The senior and junior classes are
represented only three times each on
the 17-girl varsity roster for 2010. That
meant a youthful bunch of five sopho-
mores, three freshman and three eight
graders would form the core of the
team.

“We have a very young team,” Perez
said. “We lost eight players from last
year - six of them starters. Two of the
seniors on the team now didn’t play at
all last year.”

A team profile like that would or-
dinarily be a mandate for rebuild-
ing, however Perez shied away from
using that description. “I thought it
would be (a rebuilding year), but I'm
cautiously optimistic,” he said. “The
girls have been playing very well and
I'm pleased with what I've seen. I've
raised my expectations. We should be
as good or maybe even slightly better
than last year.”

Progress will be contingent on how
seamlessly the youngsters continue

CONTINUED ON PAGE 74

St. Ed’s decisive 12-7 triumph over
St. Andrew’s on Feb. 18 bumped the
record of the varsity girls lacrosse
team up to 3-1 in the early going, and
the way it was done just may have con-
verted the coaching staff’s “cautious
optimism” into an outright conviction
that team’s foundation is now in place.

Head Coach Mike Perez “jazzed up”
the schedule this year and knew that
St. Andrew’s would provide a stern
test. His two assistants, Trina and Don
Balch, agreed that the pivotal encoun-
ter with the Scots in the fourth game
of the season would offer the most

reliable peek at what could ultimate-
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St. Ed’s decisive 12-7 triumph over
St. Andrew’s on Feb. 18 bumped the
record of the varsity girls lacrosse team
up to 3-1 in the early going, and the
way it was done just may have con-
verted the coaching staff’s “cautious
optimism” into an outright conviction
that team’s foundation is now in place.

Head Coach Mike Perez “jazzed up”
the schedule this year and knew that
St. Andrew’s would provide a stern
test. His two assistants, Trina and Don
Balch, agreed that the pivotal encoun-
ter with the Scots in the fourth game
of the season would offer the most
reliable peek at what could ultimate-
ly be in store for the 2010 campaign.
The home field clash would gauge
how much relative progress had been
made since the Pirates were overpow-
ered the year before in Boca Raton.

St. Ed’s jumped out to a quick 4-0
lead and never looked back. Sopho-
more Maddy Blakeman continued her
onslaught on the opponents’ net with
4 goals. Younger sister, ninth grader
Olivia, and freshman Chloe O’Haire
chipped in with 2 apiece.

It was a game they needed to squash
uncertainty related to a young squad
that lost about half of its offensive fire-
power following a respectable 11-5
showing in 2009.

The girls followed that up with an-
other solid performance when they
traveled to Hobe Sound on Feb. 23
and defeated The Pine School 15-8 to
move to 4-1 overall and even their dis-
trict mark at 1-1. Blakeman recorded
a double hat trick with six goals while
Chloe O’Haire and Morgan Falken-
hagen matched that total with three
each.

The senior and junior classes are
represented only three times each on
the 17-girl varsity roster for 2010. That
meant a youthful bunch of five sopho-
mores, three freshman and three eight
graders would form the core of the

St Edwards’ Chloe O'Haire charges up field during a varsity girls lacrosse match against Vero

Beach High School.

team.

“We have a very young team,” Perez
said. “We lost eight players from last
year - six of them starters. Two of the
seniors on the team now didn’t play at
all last year.”

A team profile like that would or-
dinarily be a mandate for rebuild-
ing, however Perez shied away from
using that description. “I thought it
would be (a rebuilding year), but I'm
cautiously optimistic,” he said. “The
girls have been playing very well and
I'm pleased with what I've seen. I've
raised my expectations. We should be
as good or maybe even slightly better
than last year.”

Progress will be contingent on how
seamlessly the youngsters continue
to meld into the system. “We will
definitely have one eighth grader and
one ninth grader starting,” Perez ex-
plained. “And I expect the other four
(eighth and ninth graders) to see a lot
of playing time. The standard is that
an eighth or ninth grader has to be a

regular contributor to be on the var-
sity. These six girls have all earned the
right to be there.”

Through five games, the team has
benefitted from the athleticism and
offensive spark provided by eighth
graders Falkenhagen (7 goals), Ol-
ivia Blakeman (4 goals) and Chris-
tiana Butz (2 goals). Standout Chloe
O’Haire (9 goals) leads the freshman
trio, followed by Taylor Alber (3 goals)
and Steph Kane (1 goal).

The four others who have put
points on the board are senior Sydney
O’Haire (3 goals), sophomore Sarah
Brown (3 goals) and juniors Michelle
Champalanne (4 goals) and Annie
Simmons (2 goals).

Perhaps the biggest reason for an
upbeat outlook is that Maddy Blake-
man has retained her knack for pil-
ing up goals in clusters. The four-goal
game vs. St. Andrew’s and six more at
Hobe Sound raised her total this year
to 23, including six in a game three
times. Nothing unusual about that.

Last year, she twice tallied six goals in
a game and had five in another on her
way to leading the team in scoring as
a freshman.

“She’s gotten even stronger and I'm
looking for big things from Maddy,”
Perez stated.

Lacrosse has become more than
just a springtime diversion for Blake-
man. She played for the South Florida
National Team that won its division
at a tournament in Maryland last Me-
morial Day weekend. She also par-
ticipates in club lacrosse during the
summer and fall. But for right now,
she is focused on applying the lessons
learned from her parents - Trina and
Don Balch - in a starring role on the
varsity team.

“I think we're really coming togeth-
er,” Blakeman said. “We're doing pret-
ty well so far and I think we're going
to be all right. Everyone is really close,
we're a tight knit group. My sister Ol-
ivia and Chloe O’Haire are my team-
mates on a club soccer team. Olivia
really helps me. Chloe is really good,
she is my partner and we work togeth-
er on everything. Also, I love having
my parents as coaches. Coach Perez is
really good too. I'm excited about the
rest of the season.”

Though only a sophomore, Blake-
man already aspires to play lacrosse at
the Division 1 level in college.

A second sister duo comprised of
Sydney and Chloe O’Haire will be
counted on to boost team chemistry
and add offensive pop . “Sydney has
been a steady contributor through-
out,” Perez noted. “Chloe had a break-
out season last year as an eighth grad-
er. Like Maddy, she’s gotten bigger,
stronger, faster - and more skilled as
well.”

Senior Gracie Loesser steps in as
the starter in goal. She last saw action
with the varsity team three years ago
and came back to fill a void created
by the transfer of the number one net
minder from a year ago. She has been
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Camp Grandma is a win-win for generations

WHITNEY FRIEDLANDER
LOS ANGELES TIMES

The 4-year-old had climbed onto
the roof with his older cousins. More
kids had taken over the kitchen to
cook dinner for themselves. There
were nine children total, four rooms in
the house, just one bathroom — and
no video games. For many adults, this
would be a test of wits. But for Joan
Brackin, 64, it's just another day at
grandma camp.

Some parents may send their kids
to sleep-away summer camps, but
Brackin’s three daughters bring their
children to Grandma'’s for seven struc-
tured days of learning, playing and
family bonding. Think of it as the
usual visit with grandparents but with
a schedule of activities and outings
not only to keep the children occu-
pied, but also to help the generations
connect in a way that isn’t possible
through e-mail or Facebook.

“When my husband passed away, I
was concerned how to keep his mem-
ory alive,” says Brackin, a special edu-
cation teacher in Grant City, Mo., who
considers herself a bit of an Auntie
Mame eccentric. “I just want to keep
a little check on my grandchildren.
I was trying to come up with a way
so that they could come together as
cousins and give me something posi-
tive to hold on to.”

Brackin’s teacher instincts help: Her
camp is centered on a theme. Last
year it was gems and minerals. This
year she thinks it will be land and vol-
canoes.

Brackin shows videos and teaches
lessons about the topic. Each night of
camp, different cousins host a tea par-
ty or themed dinner based on a menu
they create. Brackin gives them a crisp
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$100 bill to use at the grocery store, so
that they can learn the value of money
(and yes, she counts the change after-
ward). Dinner is served on a table that
the kids have learned to set properly
with Grandma’s hodgepodge of cups
and dishes.

On the last day of camp, the kids
perform a play they have written
about what they have learned. Despite
the structure, the week definitely in-
cludes some grandma-style spoiling.

“If they want ice cream for break-
fast, they can have it,” Brackin says.

As relatives live farther apart, bud-
gets remain tight and families look
for economical ways keep kids oc-
cupied, camps like Brackin's are be-
coming more common, says Georgia
Witkin, senior editor of Grandparents.
com and a professor of psychiatry at

Mount Sinai School of Medicine in
New York. Plus, says the grandmother
of three, it helps that people are be-
coming grandparents at younger ages.

“The average age people become
grandparents is 48,” Witkin says, refer-
ring to results of a 2009 Grandparents.
com survey. “If you become a grand-
parent around 48 and you live un-
til your late 80s and early 90s, you're
grandparenting for half of your life.”

For parents, little can beat the peace
of mind that comes from knowing that
a child is with a safe guardian, says
Ruth Himan, 59, a Chula Vista resident
who spent Thanksgiving week run-
ning her first grandma camp for four
of her 12 grandchildren. They focused
on genealogy, and Himan document-
ed their adventures on Genealogyls-
RuthlessWithoutMe.blogspot.com.

For grandparents hosting children
on spring break or planning a camp
for summer, here are a few tips from
Brackin and Witkin:

* Open the camp to the older kids.
Brackin welcomes all of her grand-
kids who are out of diapers. Once they
reach 13, they become her “coun-
selors in training” and help care for
the younger kids. Brackin says the
high-school-age grandchildren help
to maintain a well-supervised en-
vironment, but for safety reasons,
other grandparents will want to limit
their camps to a smaller number of
children. Witkin adds that her grand-
children spend the night at her house
“once they are old enough to talk so
that they can tell me what’s wrong.”

¢ Try grandparent camp before aunt
or uncle camp, Witkin says. The play-
ing field is level because all the chil-
dren have the same relationship to

the authority figure; there are no sons
and daughters mixed with nieces and
nephews. Plus, she says, “grandpar-
ents raised the children’s own parents
and there’s a compatibility of child
rearing.”

* Keep the projects geared toward
subjects that interest you as well, so
you're participating as well as super-
vising. A bit of a geology buff, Brackin
had her grandchildren make a papier-
maché globe and study the Earth’s
layers. Witkin told her grandchildren
about her days as a high school bas-
ketball star while beating them in a
game of horse. Avid tap dancers Le-
nore and Neil Stoller, both in their 60s
and residents of Southampton, N.Y.,
took their granddaughter and her
friend with them to the couple’s tap
lessons. Shelley Farrell Lamont, 54,
of Coolidge, Ariz., holds an overnight
summer camp out where she and her
husband, Mark, teach on themes like
wilderness skills.

* Keep activities short, and always
plan more activities than you think
time will allow.

e If you're doing something new, tell
the kids about it ahead of time, Witkin
says. “You tend to get a little more ex-
citement and a little more control.”

e Dont forget rewards. “Some
grandparents think it’s bribery, but 'm
here to say it's an important educa-
tion tool,” Witkin says. “We give good
grades, we give stars in school. Think
of it as recognition, not payoff.” The
reward can be something the grand-
kids were going to do anyway, such as
choice of dessert or what to have for
dinner.
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Real Estate

Preparing your home to close up and head north

BY LISA ZAHNER
STAFF WRITER

Over the next two months, many of
the barrier island’s seasonal residents
will be saying farewell and heading
back to their abodes elsewhere for the
summer. Closing up a home to weath-
er whatever may come involves a great
deal more than turning the key in the
lock and forwarding the mail -- it can
take time and effort.

To get some guidance about all the
things that need to be done, 32963
turned to Pebble Bay resident and
custom home builder John Huryn.
As a spinoff of Huryn Construction,
Huryn and his wife Maryellen own a
company called The Caretakers. Many
local residents who do not wish to or
who cannot physically complete their
close-up checklist themselves hire The
Caretakers to do it for them, so the
Huryns will be dispatching crews all
over the island to work through these
tasks over the coming weeks.

“There are some things that you just
don't want to wait until the last minute
to do,” Huryn said.

Huryn said homeowners should
have their trees trimmed before they
leave, palm trees should get a “hur-
ricane cut” removing any loose piec-
es with only a few fronds at the top.
Any diseased or dead trees should be
cut back or cut down and, in general,
landscaping should be trimmed so it’s
a safe distance from the house.

“During a sustained wind, anything
close to or touching the house can rub
against the roofing material and cause
damage,” Huryn said.

Anything loose on the house should
be removed or secured. Some com-
mon culprits are shingles, loose tiles,
flashing, chimney caps, turbines
and goosenecks on the roof. Gutters

Caretaker Jerred Lockwood adjusts the weather stripping on the front door to a home.

should be tightly fastened to the house
and they should be clean in prepara-
tion for rainy season.

“Dirty gutters are worse than no gut-
ters at all,” Huryn said. “Any areas of
standing water under normal condi-
tions should be taken care of because
if there is standing water every time it
rains, that is an area with potential for
flooding.”

Expecting the worst — be prepared

Though hurricane season doesn’t
begin for several months, the time to
think about protection is weeks before
you leave.

“Right now, homeowners can be
doing an inventory of their hurricane
shutters and all the hardware need-

Photos: Tom McCarthy Jr.

ed to put them up. If they have im-
pact windows and doors, they can be
checking all the locking mechanisms
on their doors and windows, oiling
them and making sure they work.”

Whether you're closing up the shut-
ters now or relying on someone to do
it if a storm comes, they will need all
the parts and instructions and the
panels or parts need to be clean, or-
ganized and in good working order
so someone in a hurry can manage
them easily. Hinges on permanently
installed functional shutters should
also be checked and oiled, as the salt
air of the ocean or from hard-water ir-
rigation can make these fixtures tough
to maneuver.

Huryn said impact windows and
doors have a fairly complex system

of locking hardware that must be en-
gaged in order to protect the home
during a storm.

“If you just latch it like you do when
you go out, that’s not going to be
enough,” Huryn said.

Impact windows - which Huryn
wanted to remind people are tested
to protect against flying debris, not
necessarily against wind-driven rain
— have small holes on the outside of
the window frame called weep holes.
These weep holes allow water that col-
lects in the tracks of the windows to
drain.

“If the weep holes are dirty or
clogged, that water will go inside your
house,” he said. “And sometimes you
get someone who doesn't know what
that hole is for and they will caulk it.”

While many homeowners spend
tens of thousands of dollars upgrad-
ing doors and windows and adding
shutters, Huryn said many leave their
home’s largest vulnerability -- the ga-
rage door -- covered by a door that’s
not up to current building code. He
said investing in a new, more rugged
garage door can be well worth the cost.

It’s also important to make sure any
weather strippingis in good shape and
securely affixed, as the Florida climate
can play havoc with weather stripping.
Since any missing parts or stripping
will need to be purchased or ordered
and non-operational locks or latches
will need to be prepared or replaced,
it could take some time, and there’s no
need to pay extra for a rush job or rush
shipping on anything when you can
plan ahead.

If your home is prone to attracting
insects, arrange for an exterminator to
visit while you're away, as summer is
not only the wettest but also the bug-
giest season in Florida. A termite in-
spection at least once a year is also a
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Cartaker Jerred Lockwood cleans off some ceiling light fixtures.

good idea.

Another thing that can be done well
in advance, especially if you're a new
homeowner and it’s your first season
closing up, is to make sure you know
what the rules are in your commu-
nity for what you can and cannot do.
Some communities frown on having
shutters or panels up all summer. If
the home is for sale or for rent and go-
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ing to be shown, it also might not be a
good idea to close it up tight.

If anyone will be staying in the
house for even one night in a closed-
up house, they should have an exit
plan.

“A closed-up house is a serious fire
trap, if anyone is in the house, they
should have at least one opening in
the bedroom in case they need to get

out,” he said. “When we close up a
house, we put notes on every pillow
letting anyone know that if they sleep
in that room, it’s at their own risk.”

Ppropane gas should be shut off
to any outdoor fireplaces or summer
kitchen grills to prevent the possibility
of an explosion.

Underground propane tanks which
operate home generators are usu-
ally large enough to hold enough gas
to power some or all of the house for
about one week, but the tank needs
to be filled before you leave, prior to a
major power outage. During or after a
storm when the power is already out,
gas may be in short supply or trucks
may not be able to or available to
come out and refill your tank if it's only
half full and runs out before the power
comes back on.

In the event that something unfore-
seen does happen, there are certain
things homeowners should have with
them and other things that should be
handy at the house.

Prior to leaving, it’s a good idea to
pack a binder with insurance and ma-
jor warranty information, as well as
several contact names and numbers
for companies that might be needed to

Real Estate

repair damage. For example, a roofer,
carpenter, plumber, electrician, tree
company, pool company and possibly
a carpet cleaner would be good re-
sources to have in case of emergency.

Huryn said Caretakers customers
hand all that worry and responsibility
off to his staff, who would respond as
soon as they could gain access to the
home, but it’s still helpful to have a ba-
sic selection of tools and equipment
easily accessible in the house. He sug-
gests a cordless drill, a wet-dry vac, a
hand saw, a small generator, extension
cords and a dehumidifier.

“They should buy the cheapest sim-
plest dehumidifier, one with manual
controls because the automatic ones
will shut off if the power goes on and
off,” Huryn said. “They should get one
with a hose that you can run into a sink
or a toilet instead of one with a tray so
no one has to empty it.”

Huryn said this preparation can
help prevent major water and mold
damage in the home because with the
demand for these things so great af-
ter a storm, there aren’t enough to go
around.

“Also, there have been occasions
when the roads weren't passable and
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Over the next two months, many of
the barrier island’s seasonal residents
will be saying farewell and heading
back to their abodes elsewhere for the
summer. Closing up a home to weath-
er whatever may come involves a great
deal more than turning the key in the
lock and forwarding the mail -- it can
take time and effort.

To get some guidance about all the
things that need to be done, 32963
turned to Pebble Bay resident and
custom home builder John Huryn.
As a spinoff of Huryn Construction,
Huryn and his wife Maryellen own a
company called The Caretakers. Many
local residents who do not wish to or
who cannot physically complete their
close-up checklist themselves hire The
Caretakers to do it for them, so the
Huryns will be dispatching crews all
over the island to work through these
tasks over the coming weeks.

“There are some things that you just
don’t want to wait until the last minute
to do,” Huryn said.

Huryn said homeowners should
have their trees trimmed before they
leave, palm trees should get a “hur-
ricane cut” removing any loose piec-
es with only a few fronds at the top.
Any diseased or dead trees should be

cut back or cut down and, in general,
landscaping should be trimmed so it’s
a safe distance from the house.

“During a sustained wind, anything
close to or touching the house can rub
against the roofing material and cause
damage,” Huryn said.

Anything loose on the house should
be removed or secured. Some com-
mon culprits are shingles, loose tiles,
flashing, chimney caps, turbines
and goosenecks on the roof. Gutters
should be tightly fastened to the house
and they should be clean in prepara-
tion for rainy season.

“Dirty gutters are worse than no gut-
ters at all,” Huryn said. “Any areas of
standing water under normal condi-
tions should be taken care of because
if there is standing water every time it
rains, that is an area with potential for
flooding.”

Expecting the worst — be prepared

Though hurricane season doesn't
begin for several months, the time to
think about protection is weeks before
you leave.

“Right now, homeowners can be
doing an inventory of their hurricane
shutters and all the hardware need-
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Jerred Lockwood from The Caretakers and Huryn Construction does some general maintenance
on the back door of a home.

ed to put them up. If they have im-
pact windows and doors, they can be
checking all the locking mechanisms
on their doors and windows, oiling
them and making sure they work.”
Whether you're closing up the shut-
ters now or relying on someone to do it

if a storm comes, they will need all the
parts and instructions and the panels
or parts need to be clean, organized
and in good working order so some-
one in a hurry can manage them eas-
ily. Hinges on permanently installed
functional shutters should also be
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checked and oiled, as the salt air of the
ocean or from hard-water irrigation
can make these fixtures tough to ma-
neuver.

Huryn said impact windows and
doors have a fairly complex system
of locking hardware that must be en-
gaged in order to protect the home
during a storm.

“If you just latch it like you do when
you go out, that’s not going to be
enough,” Huryn said.

Impact windows — which Huryn
wanted to remind people are tested
to protect against flying debris, not
necessarily against wind-driven rain
— have small holes on the outside of
the window frame called weep holes.
These weep holes allow water that col-
lects in the tracks of the windows to
drain.

“If the weep holes are dirty or
clogged, that water will go inside your
house,” he said. “And sometimes you
get someone who doesn’t know what
that hole is for and they will caulk it.”

While many homeowners spend
tens of thousands of dollars upgrad-
ing doors and windows and adding
shutters, Huryn said many leave their
home’s largest vulnerability -- the ga-
rage door -- covered by a door that’s

door.

Jerred Lockwood lubricates the locks and hinges on a

not up to current building code. He
said investing in a new, more rugged
garage door can be well worth the cost.

It's also important to make
sure any weather stripping is in
good shape and securely affixed,
as the Florida climate can play
havoc with weather stripping.
Since any missing parts or strip-
ping will need to be purchased
or ordered and non-operational
locks or latches will need to be
prepared or replaced, it could
take some time, and there’s no
need to pay extra for a rush job
or rush shipping on anything
when you can plan ahead.

If your home is prone to at-
tracting insects, arrange for
an exterminator to visit while
you're away, as summer is not
only the wettest but also the
buggiest season in Florida. A
termite inspection at least once
ayear is also a good idea.

Another thing that can be
done well in advance, especially
if you're a new homeowner and
it's your first season closing up,
is to make sure you know what
the rules are in your community
for what you can and cannot do.

Some communities frown on having
shutters or panels up all summer. If
the home is for sale or for rent and go-
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ing to be shown, it also might not be a
good idea to close it up tight.

If anyone will be staying in the
house for even one night in a closed-
up house, they should have an exit
plan.

“A closed-up house is a serious fire
trap, if anyone is in the house, they
should have at least one opening in
the bedroom in case they need to get
out,” he said. “When we close up a
house, we put notes on every pillow
letting anyone know that if they sleep
in that room, it’s at their own risk.”

Ppropane gas should be shut off
to any outdoor fireplaces or summer
kitchen grills to prevent the possibility
of an explosion.

Underground propane tanks which
operate home generators are usu-
ally large enough to hold enough gas
to power some or all of the house for
about one week, but the tank needs
to be filled before you leave, prior to a
major power outage. During or after a
storm when the power is already out,
gas may be in short supply or trucks
may not be able to or available to
come out and refill your tank if it's only
half full and runs out before the power
comes back on.

In the event that something unfore-
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Calendar

MARCH

Through March 30

Artists Guild Gallery features Muci
Clemens’ Reflections of Light exhibit,
and Retrospective, celebrating the Guild’s
20th Anniversary. Opening Reception for
both on Friday, March 5 from 5 to 7 p.m.

Through March 27

SMALL is Big! Miniature juried show
and sale at Gallery 14 with free Gala Re-
ception Friday, March 5 from 5 to 8 p.m.
562-5525 or www.galleryl4verobeach.
com

March 4

Vero in the Ice Age program, 7 p.m. at
the Emerson Center. Bring in your fossil
finds for review by paleontologist ex-
perts during a pre-program Fossil Road
Show from 5 to 6:30 p.m. Free program;
reservations and tickets are not required.

March 5

Vero Beach Museum of Art International
Lecture Series, 4:30 p.m. presents Isa-
bella Rossellini, “My Mother, My Father
& Me: A Life of Humor, Curiosity and
Adventure.” 231-0707

March 6

Stetsons and Stilettos themed Citrus Gala
& Cattle Barons’ Ball, 6 - 11 p.m. at Paris
Air Hanger to benefit the American Can-
cer Society. Tickets $200. 562-2272

March 6

The Emerson Center Speaker Series
presents inventor Ray Kurzweil, de-
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scribed by Forbes as “the ultimate
thinking machine.” 778.5249 or www.
theemersoncenter.org

March5 -6

Follow the Bow to the Saint Edward’s
School 18th Annual Trunk Show. VIP
Shopping Party, 6 to 8 p.m. March 5,
tickets $25. Tickets for unlimited re-
entry, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday, are $5. 231-5192

March 7

EcoFest Celebration at the Environmental
Learning Center, noon to 4 p.m. with

live animals, music, crafts and hands-

on educational booths. Free admission.
www.DiscoverELC.org.

March 7

Treasure Coast Chorale presents In the
Mood, a Big Band Bash at 3 p.m. and
7 p.m. at the First Baptist Church. Free
admission. (772) 567-4311

March 7

The Indian River Symphonic Associa-
tion presents the Brevard Symphony
Orchestra with conductor Christopher
Confessore; includes pieces by Foss,
Saint-Saens and Beethoven, and fea-
tures pianist Terrence Wilson. 7:30 p.m.
at the Community Church of Vero Beach.
778-1070

March 7

Atlantic Classical Orchestra Chamber
Music Series at the Vero Beach Museum
of Art’s Leonhardt Auditorium. A Scan-
dinavian Program of rarely performed
treasures with ACO musicians joined by
members of the Florida Grand Opera.
231-0707

March 7

Social Justice Film series presents the
PBS Frontline documentary “Poisoned
Waters,” 7 p.m. at the Unitarian Univer-

Baseball returns to Dodgertown’s Holman Stadium on a cold, rainy day as St. Lawrence College takes on Essex Community College.Photo:

Tom McCarthy Jr.

salist Fellowship of Vero Beach. Free ad-
mission, discussion follows. 778-5800

March 8

Riverside Theatre’s Distinguished Lec-
turer Series features Pervez Musharraf,
former President of Pakistan, at 4 p.m.
and 6 p.m. on the Stark Mainstage. 231-
6990

March 9

Emerson Center 2010 Special Engage-
ment Series with Dr. Rory Stewart,
founder of the Turquoise Mountain
Foundation. 6:30 p.m. presentation ben-
efits Laura (Riding) Jackson Foundation,
Inc. Tickets $50. Reception tickets, to
benefit Turquoise Mountain Foundation,
are $50. 778-5249 or TheEmersonCen-
ter.org.

March 10

The American Red Cross North Treasure
Coast Chapter will host An Affair to Re-
member Wine and Food Fiesta at Costa
d’Este from 7 to 10 p.m. Tickets $125.
562-2529

March 10

Vero Beach Museum of Art Distin-
guished Professor Series - Middlebury
College, Christopher K. Wilson, Ph.D.,
“Winslow Homer’s Ship-Building,
Gloucester Harbor: Dreams and Reality.”
2 p.m., $15 members, $20 non-mem-
bers. 231-0707, ext. 136

March 11

Atlantic Classical Orchestra presents
Torke Adjustable Wrench, Milhaude La
Creation du Monde and Beethoven Violin
Concerto performed by Tchaikovsky
Competition Gold Medalist Elmar Olivei-
ra. 8 p.m. at the Waxlax Center for the
Performing Arts at St. Edwards School.
(866) 310-7521 or www.acomusic.org.
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March 11

The free Emerson Center Humanities
Series presents In Their Own Words, a
documentary by Mike Jepson, with sto-
ries of fishing families and communities
from Cortez and Cedar Key. 7 p.m.

March 11 - 28

The award winning musical The Sound
of Music will be performed at the Vero
Beach Theatre Guild. 562-8300

March 12

Jambalaya, a Las Vegas-style show pro-
duced by Chris Foster and Mark Wygonic
with dance, music, and aerial acrobatics,
8 p.m. at the Vero Beach High School
Performing Arts Center. Portion of
proceeds benefits Cultural Council and
VBHS Choral Dept. Tickets $25 - $50.
564-5537.

March 12 - 14

Under the Oaks Fine Arts & Crafts Show
presented by the Vero Beach Art Club, S
am.-5p.m. March12&13,10a.m. - 4
p.m. March 14 at Riverside Park. 231-
0303 or www.VeroBeachArtClub.org

March 12 - 21

Indian River County Firefighter’s Fair at
the Indian River County Fairgrounds.
www.firefightersfair.org

March 13

Second Annual Dancing with Vero’s
Stars to benefit the Indian River County
Healthy Start Coalition pairs dance
instructors with local celebrity dancers
to perform in competition at the Waxlax
Center for the Performing Arts at Saint
Edward’s Upper School. 563-9118 or
www.irchealthystart.org

March 13

Florida Irish American Society pres-

ents Tony Kenny and the Celtic Nights,

a Magical Celebration of Irish Music,
Comedy, Song and Dance, 6 pm at the
Vero Beach High School Performing Arts
Center. Tickets $20 and $25. 564-5537

March 13

Riverside Theatre’s Annual Gala, An
Evening in Las Vegas, is a throw-back to
the days of old Vegas with music, danc-
ing and gambling. 6 p.m. Tickets $125.
231-6990

March 13

Beachside Saint Patrick’s Day Parade,
10 a.m. along Ocean Drive between
Flamevine and Azalea.

March 13

18th Annual Pelican Island Wildlife Fes-
tival, 10 am to 6 pm at Riverview Park in
Sebastian, celebrates the 107th Birthday
Celebration of Pelican Island and the
National Wildlife Refuge System. www.
pelicanislandfriends.org

March 13

Oceanside Business Association’s free
beach concert series, 5:30 - 8:30 p.m.
along Ocean Drive

March 14
Saint Patrick’s Day Parade, 1 p.m. along
14th Avenue in Downtown Vero Beach,

sponsored by the Vero Beach Elk’s
Lodge.

March 14

Treasure Coast Bridal Expo and Fashion
Show at the Heritage Center and the
Courthouse Executive Center from 1to
4 p.m. to benefit Vero Heritage, Inc.
Admission $7. 770-2263

March 15

Vero Beach Museum of Art International
Lecture Series, 4:30 p.m. presents Ulrich
Boser, author of The Gardner Heist:

The True Story of the World’s Largest
Unsolved Art Theft. 231-0707

March 15

The Indian River Symphonic Associa-
tion presents the Buffalo Philharmonic
Orchestra with conductor JoAnn Falletta;
includes pieces by Barber, Ravel and
Rachmaninoff, and features pianist Fabio
Bidini. 7:30 p.m. at the Community
Church of Vero Beach. 778-1070

March 19

Box Lunch Bingo to benefit the Senior
Resource Association, 11:30 a.m. to 2
p.m. at the Heritage Center. $80 for six
bingo cards or $150 for 12. 469-2060.

March 19
Cultural Council of Indian River County

Calendar

2010 Laurel Awards, honoring cul-

tural leaders in the community, will be
presented at a cocktail party from7to S
p.m. at Riverside Theatre.

March 19

Every Woman is My Sister Luncheon to
benefit SafeSpace, 11:30 a.m. at the Oak
Harbor Club. Tickets $125. 772-223-
2399

March 20

17th Annual Tour of Homes presented
by the Junior League of Indian River, 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Tickets $35.00 or four for
$120.00 in advance; $40.00 event day.
www.VeroTourOfHomes.com.

-~ A . ealR

LIMITED TIME - SPECIAL INCENTIVES
OFFERED ON ALL INVENTORY HOMES

e w A

Carriage Home

Spacious Townhomes

Residences priced from
$740,000

v Palm Island Plantation

Is ancl CI‘tarm in a Private
Ocean-to-River Setting

The Estate Home Collection
Located on larger estate-sized homesites,
these exquisit residences are situated
along the peaceful Indian River or on

lovely interior lakes.

The Carriage Home Collection
Choose from nine different floorplans,
each offering fine finishes of arched
entryways, bead board accents and
custom cabinetry.

Luxury Condominiums

Four floorplans available, each includes
private elevator access and exceptional
finishes.

Spacious Townhomes
Three bedrooms, 3.5 bath townhomes
featuring approximately 2,500 square feet

and private courtyards.

Amenities:

e Private Oceanfront Beach Club
e Fitness Center

* Two Heated Swimming Pools
® Spas

® Deepwater Docks

Several homestyles are
available for immediate
occupancy.

4l FALM ISLAND

Steven C. Owen, Broker
8001 North A1A
Vero Beach, Florida 32963
) T Phone 772-234-6500 ® Fax 772-234-1969
Prices, floorplans and specifications are 1
@ subject to change without notice. © 2002 www.PalmIslandPlantation.com
A Westmark Affiliate

il

PLANTATIO
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Calendar

Through March 30

Artists Guild Gallery features Muci
Clemens’ Reflections of Light exhibit,
and Retrospective, celebrating the Guild's
20th Anniversary. Opening Reception for
both on Friday, March 5 from 5 to 7 p.m.

Through March 27

SMALL is Big! Miniature juried show
and sale at Gallery 14 with free Gala Re-
ception Friday, March 5 from 5 to 8 p.m.
562-5525 or www.galleryl4verobeach.
com

March 4

Vero in the Ice Age program, 7 p.m. at
the Emerson Center. Bring in your fossil
finds for review by paleontologist ex-
perts during a pre-program Fossil Road
Show from 5 to 6:30 p.m. Free program;
reservations and tickets are not required.

March 5

Vero Beach Museum of Art International
Lecture Series, 4:30 p.m. presents |sa-
bella Rossellini, “My Mother, My Father
& Me: A Life of Humor, Curiosity and
Adventure.” 231-0707

March 6

Stetsons and Stilettos themed Citrus Gala
& Cattle Barons’ Ball, 6 - 11 p.m. at Paris
Air Hanger to benefit the American Can-
cer Society. Tickets $200. 562-2272

March 6

The Emerson Center Speaker Series
presents inventor Ray Kurzweil, de-
scribed by Forbes as “the ultimate
thinking machine.” 778.5249 or www.
theemersoncenter.org

March5 -6

Follow the Bow to the Saint Edward’s
School 18th Annual Trunk Show. VIP
Shopping Party, 6 to 8 p.m. March 5,
tickets $25. Tickets for unlimited re-
entry, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday, are $5. 231-5192

March 7

EcoFest Celebration at the Environmental
Learning Center, noon to 4 p.m. with

live animals, music, crafts and hands-

on educational booths. Free admission.
www.DiscoverELC.org.

March 7
Treasure Coast Chorale presents In the
Mood, a Big Band Bash at 3 p.m. and

7 p.m. at the First Baptist Church. Free
admission. (772) 567-4311

March 7

The Indian River Symphonic Associa-
tion presents the Brevard Symphony
Orchestra with conductor Christopher
Confessore; includes pieces by Foss,
Saint-Saens and Beethoven, and fea-
tures pianist Terrence Wilson. 7:30 p.m.

at the Community Church of Vero Beach.

778-1070

March 7

Atlantic Classical Orchestra Chamber
Music Series at the Vero Beach Museum
of Art’s Leonhardt Auditorium. A Scan-
dinavian Program of rarely performed
treasures with ACO musicians joined by
members of the Florida Grand Opera.
231-0707

March 7

Social Justice Film series presents the
PBS Frontline documentary “Poisoned
Waters,” 7 p.m. at the Unitarian Univer-
salist Fellowship of Vero Beach. Free ad-
mission, discussion follows. 778-5800

March 8

GET REVVED UP AND READY FOR VRRM

VERO ROAD RALLY MAGNIFIQUE (VRRM)
HONORARY RALLY MASTERS DAWN & JAMES REDMAN
INVITE YOU TO THIS FUN, ENJOYABLE SCENIC DRIVING TOUR WHERE TEAMS WILL COMPETE FOR POINTS TO WIN PRIZES.

LIMITED TO 100 VEHICLES

$250 ENTRY FEE PER VEHICLE. REGISTER THROUGH MARCH 25, 2010 @ WWW.SUNUPOFIR.ORG

FINISH LINE PARTY

HOSTED BY HONORARY VRRM CHAIRS KATHI AND JOHN SCHUMANN
VIEW THEIR COLLECTION OF OVER 30 OF THE WORLD'S RAREST, MOST COLLECTIBLE, EXOTIC AND ANTIQUE SPORTS CARS

AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!

PARTY ONLY TICKETS ARE $125 PER PERSON BY CALLING T72-T70-6626.

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

AVAILABLE NOW @ WWW.SUNUPOFIR.ORG

THE SUN UP CENTER FOR THE DEVELOPMENTALLY DISAELED

100% of FUNDS RAISED will support programs, services and residential opportunities for individuals with special needs.

Harris, Cotherman,
Jones, Price & Associates

Certified Public Accountants - Chartered

5070 North Highway A1A, Suite 250
Vero Beach, FL 32963

T: 772-234-8484

F: 772-234-8488

E: info@hcjp.cpa.pro

0.C
VI3

ORTHOPAEDIC CENTER
OF VERO BEACH
David W, Griffin, M.D., FAADS, FACS
Richard Steinfeld, M.D,, FAAQS
Marcus ). Malone, MD
s Management - In House MR & Physical Therapy
Pain Management Arthioscon )
i Joint Reolacement: Knee, Hin & Shouldes
1285 36th Street, Suite 100
Vero Beach, FL. 32960
T72.778.2009 OFC  772.778.2910 FAX
www,orthocentervb.com
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VERO BEACH COUNTRY CLUB

Elegant ~ Comfortable ~ Inviting
18 Holes of Championship Golf
Membership Opportunities Available
By Invitation Only

CONTACT
Jack Compton,Membership Coordinator

772-567-3320
www.vbcountryclub.com

Riverside Theatre’s Distinguished Lec-
turer Series features Pervez Musharraf,
former President of Pakistan, at 4 p.m.
and 6 p.m. on the Stark Mainstage. 231-
6990

March 9

Emerson Center 2010 Special Engage-
ment Series with Dr. Rory Stewart,
founder of the Turquoise Mountain
Foundation. 6:30 p.m. presentation ben-
efits Laura (Riding) Jackson Foundation,
Inc. Tickets $50. Reception tickets, to
benefit Turquoise Mountain Foundation,
are $50. 778-5249 or TheEmersonCen-
ter.org.

March 10

The American Red Cross North Treasure
Coast Chapter will host An Affair to Re-
member Wine and Food Fiesta at Costa
d’Este from 7 to 10 p.m. Tickets $125.
562-2529

March 10

Vero Beach Museum of Art Distin-
guished Professor Series - Middlebury
College, Christopher K. Wilson, Ph.D.,
“Winslow Homer’s Ship-Building,
Gloucester Harbor: Dreams and Reality.”
2 p.m., $15 members, $20 non-mem-
bers. 231-0707, ext. 136

March 11

Atlantic Classical Orchestra presents
Torke Adjustable Wrench, Milhaude La
Creation du Monde and Beethoven Violin
Concerto performed by Tchaikovsky
Competition Gold Medalist Elmar Olivei-
ra. 8 p.m. at the Waxlax Center for the
Performing Arts at St. Edwards School.
(866) 310-7521 or www.acomusic.org.

March 11

The free Emerson Center Humanities
Series presents In Their Own Words, a
documentary by Mike Jepson, with sto-
ries of fishing families and communities
from Cortez and Cedar Key. 7 p.m.

March 11 - 28

The award winning musical The Sound
of Music will be performed at the Vero
Beach Theatre Guild. 562-8300

March 12

Jambalaya, a Las Vegas-style show pro-
duced by Chris Foster and Mark Wygonic
with dance, music, and aerial acrobatics,
8 p.m. at the Vero Beach High School

APRIL

Performing Arts Center. Portion of
proceeds benefits Cultural Council and
VBHS Choral Dept. Tickets $25 - $50.
564-5537.

March 12 - 14

Under the Oaks Fine Arts & Crafts Show
presented by the Vero Beach Art Club, S
am.-5p.m.- March12&13,10a.m. - 4
p.m. March 14 at Riverside Park. 231-
0303 or www.VeroBeachArtClub.org

March 12 - 21
Indian River County Firefighter’s Fair at
the Indian River County Fairgrounds.
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www.firefightersfair.org

March 13

Second Annual Dancing with Vero's
Stars to benefit the Indian River County
Healthy Start Coalition pairs dance
instructors with local celebrity dancers
to perform in competition at the Waxlax
Center for the Performing Arts at Saint
Edward’s Upper School. 563-9118 or
www.irchealthystart.org

March 13

Florida Irish American Society pres-

ents Tony Kenny and the Celtic Nights,

a Magical Celebration of Irish Music,
Comedy, Song and Dance, 6 pm at the
Vero Beach High School Performing Arts
Center. Tickets $20 and $25. 564-5537

March 13

Riverside Theatre’s Annual Gala, An
Evening in Las Vegas, is a throw-back to
the days of old Vegas with music, danc-
ing and gambling. 6 p.m. Tickets $125.
231-6990

March 13

Beachside Saint Patrick’s Day Parade,
10 a.m. along Ocean Drive between
Flamevine and Azalea.

March 13

18th Annual Pelican Island Wildlife Fes-
tival, 10 am to 6 pm at Riverview Park in
Sebastian, celebrates the 107th Birthday
Celebration of Pelican Island and the
National Wildlife Refuge System. www.
pelicanislandfriends.org

March 13
Oceanside Business Association’s free
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beach concert series, 5:30 - 8:30 p.m.
along Ocean Drive

March 14

Saint Patrick’s Day Parade, 1 p.m. along
14th Avenue in Downtown Vero Beach,
sponsored by the Vero Beach Elk’s
Lodge.

March 14

Treasure Coast Bridal Expo and Fashion
Show at the Heritage Center and the
Courthouse Executive Center from 1to
4 p.m. to benefit Vero Heritage, Inc.
Admission $7. 770-2263

March 15

Vero Beach Museum of Art International
Lecture Series, 4:30 p.m. presents Ulrich
Boser, author of The Gardner Heist:

The True Story of the World's Largest
Unsolved Art Theft. 231-0707

March 15

The Indian River Symphonic Associa-
tion presents the Buffalo Philharmonic
Orchestra with conductor JoAnn Falletta;
includes pieces by Barber, Ravel and
Rachmaninoff, and features pianist Fabio
Bidini. 7:30 p.m. at the Community
Church of Vero Beach. 778-1070

March 19
Box Lunch Bingo to benefit the Senior
Resource Association, 11:30 a.m. to 2

p.m. at the Heritage Center. $80 for six
bingo cards or $150 for 12. 469-2060.

March 19

Cultural Council of Indian River County
2010 Laurel Awards, honoring cul-
tural leaders in the community, will be

MAY

presented at a cocktail party from 7 to 9
p.m. at Riverside Theatre.

March 19

Every Woman is My Sister Luncheon to
benefit SafeSpace, 11:30 a.m. at the Oak
Harbor Club. Tickets $125. 772-223-
2399

March 20

17th Annual Tour of Homes presented
by the Junior League of Indian River, 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Tickets $35.00 or four for
$120.00 in advance; $40.00 event day.
www.VeroTourOfHomes.com.

March 20

See 30 life-sized dinosaurs in a whole
new light at Dino Nights at McKee Gar-
den, 6 to 8 p.m. Adults $3, seniors $8,
children $5, members free. 794.0601 or
www.mckeegarden.org

March 20
Jazz at Noon with JB Scott’s Swingin’
Allstars at the Vero Beach Yacht Club,

doors open at 11 a.m.; concerts start at
12:30 p.m. 234-4600 or www.tcjazzso-

32963 SERVICE DIRECTORY

Advertising Vero Beach Services | If you would like your service to appear in our directory, please call 772.696.2004

Absolute

Protection Team

562-1285

SECURITY = FIRE = VIDEQ = ACCESS CONTROL
+*2 Free Months of monitoring*  +#Save up to 20% off

yvour Homeowners Insurance

For e cusbaniers only

770-0111
Triveni Spa,

an AV EDA salon

Hair . Skin . Nails . Spa . Body Care . Massage

985 37th Place
569 - 7546

Chanel
Fscada
Armani

St
t. John o IGNMENT

680 21st Street, Miracle Mile Plaza 770-6030

www. TriveniSpa.com
info@T riveni pa.com

Accessories
Jt'\\'l‘l["l.'

Seamstress Available

Don Ekey - Owner

LICHE FINNMZ 52

Energy Solution

On Your Electric Bills

in Vero, LLC

Joyce McPherson, Frofessional Cat Sitter

l ! thecatladyinvero@bellsouth.net
23

1-2663 www.thecatladyinvero.com
Licensed-Bonded-Insured

SAVE 20%

Free Estimates

MANICURES, PEDICURES & SHOES

WALK IN WELCOME!
Phone 772.234 .6783
Store Hours:

Mon.-Sat. 10-6, Sun.11-5

SUNDIAL wiNDOW TINTING

$ Residential - Commercial - Auto
_

Authorized Prestige
Window Film Dealer

== 772-299-1401

www. B66sunfacts.com
SHOWRDOM LOCATED, 5720 K. LS HWY 1 VERO BEACH 328967 o0 SR LS

Certified Extension Specialist

Featured (a Al
Mark's at The Pointe™

Custom Hair Extensions
Wigs « Ponytails - Bangs

Indian River Van Lines, Inc.

SEBASTIAN MOVING

& AUTO TRAN

SPORT

—_—

Local & Interstate 53 1]
Safe, Fast & Affordable! A T

? T 2"’ 5 89'0806 . OWWWLE L"hil!!liill1llll.1"'-'!'ﬂ'r:.-1..' aam

-
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Real Estate

32963,

Featured Real Estate Sales on Barrier Island

Here are some of the top recent barrier island sales

Subdivision: Silver Shores, Address: 725 Shore Drive Subdivision: Sea Cove, Address: 17700 Ocean Drive, #101

NAME AGE SUBDIVISION DATE
Byers, G. Ellsworth S92 Central Beach 2/24/2010 Listing Date:  June 15, 2009 Listing Date:  January 21, 2010
Yagobi, Ray 74 Central Beach 2/20/2010 Orlgl-nal Price: $675,000 Orlgl-nal Price: $329,000
McBride, Thomas 57 Treasure Cove 2/20/2010 golq. _ February 19, 2010 Sold: ~  February 24, 2010

: - elling Price:  $620,000 Selling Price:  $310,000
Parks, Lewis . 95 The l\/loormgs 2/19/2010 Seller's Agent: Michael Thorpe Seller’'s Agent: Cliff Lamb
BI’OWI’], Catherine 32 John’s Island 2/19/2010 Treasure Coast Sothebys Dale Sorensen Real Estate
Caldwell, Richard Clark 65 John's Island 2/19/2010 Buyer’s Agent: Paul Kitchen Buyer’s Agent: C(liff Lamb
Copeland, John 73 John’s Island 2/12/2010 Starfish Realty Dale Sorensen Real Estate
Paterno, Charles a0 Indian Trails 2/11/2010
Larson, Oscar S5 Smuggler’s Cove 2/10/2010
Christoffers, Walter ‘Dutch’ 0ld Orchid 2/9/2010 Subdivision: Bethel Isle, Address: 4825 Bethel Creek Drive Subdivision: Central Beach, Address: 415 Greytwig Drive
Staunton, John 87 Sea Cove 2/7/2010
Backus, I_,uciIIe g6 River Oak Estates 2/6/2010 Lis_ti|_19 DatF: October 20, 2009 Lis.tipg Dat_e: August 12, 2009
Ramundo, Thomas “Tommy’ 8] Marbrisa 5/3/2010 Original Price: $260,000 Original Price: $299,000

! . Sold: February 23, 2010 Sold: February 24, 2010
Begley, Thomas 83 Vista Del Mar 2/1/2010 Selling Price:  $260,000 Selling Price:  $220,000
Seller's Agent: Bobbie Holt Seller's Agent: Peter Robinson

At your request, we now will provide an updated list each week of island residents who have passed away during the past month. If you know Coastal Signature Properties Laurel Agency
of seasonal residents who passed while out-of-town, we would appreciate being informed so we can include them in this list. Please email this Buyer’s Agent: Ann Darling iy 37 Buyer’s Agent: Claudia Johnston
information to passages@verobeach32963.com. Coastal Signature Properties F T byl "“-"_I\_“, LR Treasure Coast Sothebys

32963 SERVICE DIRECTORY

Advertising Vero Beach Services | If you would like your service to appear in our directory, please call 772.696.2004

PET CARE

petsit. walk. bathe. groom.
in the safety of your home.

32963 SERVICE DIRECTORY

Advertising Vero Beach Services | If you would like your service to appear in our directory, please call 772.696.2004

The Only Old Fashioned Butcher Shop!

Meg's Pet Sittin
) ng | M Computer Limits
c:,l.l?,‘:r::r; ﬂ&RRﬂLL EFr:«:d Indian River County's Only Complete
e =i Computer Service Center Since 1999
ci 518 215! 5t (Miracle Mile), Vero Beach

"Compassionate ﬂﬁor@(aﬁfe Pet Care™

INDIAN RIVER TRAVEL

OF VERO BEACH d ,bl .
Edible
ARRANGEMENTS 5
TREASURE COAST PLAZFA
VERCY BEACH s

¥ Vet Visits

¥ Groomer Visits

Your number one source for the finest
in travel arrangeiments

A>3 reash Walks
i ) Certified Specialty

\ 2 Over ngﬁts Angus T72-569-9978
A Beef
978-0563 megverobeach@gmail.com 643-6203

Homemade

Sausage 2346540 X0
C——
Teak
Restoration T ; ! _
by Cannon Crown & Trim S S 1Y 5 gl Sohwticns for Vour Buiiess
Cell: 954-648-0349 i oty \

3265 Cardinal Drive, Vero Beach, FL 32963

1355 US Hwy 1 562-7866 VeroBeachPe’rCare com

Giving you peace of mind & PROFESSIONAL "‘ .. Absolute Integrated Medicine

All Insurance Accepted

Jill Jaynes, AP
Acupuncture Physician

service while vou are away

* 2 e . £ Bl : .
/ / _/ / {) FE We peganize and manitor F Sl We offer & wide range
(= X I ¥ A v1/% of unkque senices for

!

Furniture » Gifts « Soap = Lotion

* Business & Commercial Liligation

Clothing Stationary Accessories your hom rmined Usi/B | homacmers
OHing e OHALY & ALERSSOTIE Concrete Restoration « I}E{manveitampedfunu'ete b Moo \.LM

Spray Deck « Pool Deck Restoration = Concrete Reseal
Plus New Concrete Patios, Driveways, Sidewalks

Linens o Vintage [tems o Candles

23 Roval Palm Pointe O 770-5848

Beach Barber Shop

CLASSIC BARBERING
TAILORED TO YOUR NEED
COME IN ANYTIME & MEET OUR STAFF

Caron, Bill & Janine, Phone: 234-4707
2855 Ocean Dr. & Flamevine, Vero Beach
Shop Hours: Mon.- Fri, 8:30-4:30, Sat. 9:00-2:00

ndian River Private
Duty Nursing
«the care you deserve

Homemakers « HHAS « Complimentary Supervisory Visils
24 Hour On-Call Nurses « Licensed, Bonded & Insured

3201 Cardinal Drive 231-4442

Lic#NRIOZ11405

OCBANSIDE
Py Pliagouss D = ”I hs

(772) 766-4580 1.1.'w1.=.'.uc1.'urlw.l'..r|111,1. 01

30 YEARS SERVICING VERO BEACH

E:“‘ § ST I &1 IONS e ServiceMASTER Water & Fire Restauration
. resite - & ' Clean Mold Remediation
BY GLENN'S ' Carpet & Tile Cleaning

(772) 567-4435 Oniental Area Rug Cleaning

SERVING THE LEGAL NEEDS OF INDIAM
RIVER COUNTY FOR 30 YEARS

wWiww slewiadrtevans. com

3355 Ocean Drive, Yero Beach, FL 32963

_ SAME DAY SERVICE
_\i 24 Hour Emergency Repairs
— 110% Satisfaction Guarantee!
All types of repairs &
Replacements.
We' II Make YDL.I Smile! www_pandaroofcom
231-5959. Ask ﬂhﬂllt PV Solar Systems to lower your utilities.

1505 10th Ave., www waterdamagespecialists.com

TRUSTED NEIGHBOR ¢

HOME WATCH '+

Vacation & Seasonal Watches e Vacant Home Monitoring
Retum Preparations « Home Improvement Coordination
There when you can’t be

YourTrustedNeighbor.com
Licensed (772) 978-9392 eonded

Tel: (772) 231-3500

333 1Tth Street, Suite P
Vero Beach, FL 32960
drjilljaynesianl.com

i www, ‘i.,_u; unctureverobeach.com

fCONMECO SHOES

Comfort & Support Specialist « Special Sizes

ECCO o MBT « FLORSHIEM = NURSE MATES
MERRELLS » SAUCONY » TROTTERS
SPERRY « NEW BALANCE » BIRKENSTOCK

845 Tth Avenue, Vero Beach  567-3168

770-6184

cializing in service of wood = rl.u:ﬁn| ng teak furniture

house trim, pergolas, tangue & groove ceilings

Richard L. Brown

* Labor & Employment Dispules
* Personal Injury & Insurance Litigation

i it 2311777 » www.VeroBusinessLaw.com

(772) 562-7663

HADES TO SHUTTER!

CUSTOM WINDOW DECOR
By Dennis McClure

* PLANTATION SHUTTERS « CUSTOM DRAPERIES
« WOOD BLINDS « BEDSPREADS
* UPHOLSTERY « VERTICAL BLINDS

Call 772-564-2472 | 676 US1 Vero Beach, FL 32962

/I\ ROOF REPAIRS ONLY.

Owner Jim Parks is Doctor Roof
Contact us on the web: roofrepairsonly.net
5920 Old Dixie Hwy.

COCI32598E &« COC1IZEAS o CLGOISOTOSE

This directory gives small business people eager to provide services to the beachside community an opportunity to make them-
selves known to island readers at an affordable cost. This is the only service directory mailed each week during season to all
11,000+ homes on the Vero Beach barrier island. If you are interested in a listing in the Vero Beach 32963 Service Directory,
please contact marketing representative Martine Fecteau at martine@verobeach32963.com or call 772.696.2004.
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Real Estate

Real Estate Sales on the Barrier Island: Feb. 18 to Feb. 24

In another week with relatively few barrier island closings, our featured sale this week was
of a 10-year-old home at 740 Marbrisa River Lane in the Indian River Shores community of
Marbrisa.

This two story home, built in 2000, was listed on January 6th for $500,000. The sale for
$490,000 closed on February 24th.

The seller of the home was represented by Sally Woods of Dale Sorensen Real Estate. The

buyer was represented by Nilla Lauberts of Peters, Cook & Company.

SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENCES AND LOTS

SUBDIVISION ADDRESS LISTED ORIGINAL SOLD SELLING
ASKING PRICE PRICE
MARBRISA 740 MARBRISA RIVER LN 1/6/2010 $ 500,000 2/24/2010 $ 490,000
VERO BEACH 415 GREYTWIGRD 8/12/2008 $ 299,000 2/24/2010 $ 220,000
VERO BEACH ESTATES 638 BANYAN RD 1/8/2010 $ 153,900 2/22/2010 $ 153,900
SILVER SHORES 725 SHORE DR 6/15/2009 $ 675,000 2/19/2010 $ 620,000

TOWNHOMES, VILLAS AND CONDOS

SUBDIVISION ADDRESS LISTED ORIGINAL SOLD SELLING
ASKING PRICE PRICE

SEA COVE 1700 OCEAN DR #101 1/21/2010 $ 329,000 2/24/2010 $310,000

BETHEL ISLE 4825 BETHEL CREEK DRIVE 10/20/2009 $ 260,000 2/23/2010 $ 260,000

Uncompromised Luxury

Mercedes-Benz
of Melbourne

Exceptional Service...
Ultimate Satisfaction...
Guaranteed.

Mercedes-Benz 509 E. NASA Blvd. Melbourne, FL | (800) 719-6727 | www.mbmelbourne.com

GOLF & BEACH CLUB

TUCKED AT THE EDGE OF THE SEA, YOU'LL DISCOVER VERO'S FINEST TREASURE. HERE, UNDERSTATED ELEGANCE MEETS THE ROMANCE OF THE WEST INDIES
WITH A PRIVATE, GATED CLUB COMMUNITY OF EXQUISITE HOME STYLES, AN UNSPOILED BEACH, AN AWARD WINNING ARNOLD PALMER GOLF COURSE FOR A
PRIVILEGED 325 EQUITY GOLF MEMBERS, AND A BEACH CLUB THAT EMANATES PURE SPLENDOR. ORCHID ISLAND GOLF & BEACH CLUB...

AN INTIMATE, PRIVATE CLUB WHERE YOU WON'T GET LOST IN THE CROWD
. - .l W
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70 BEACHSIDE DR, #202—2,236 A/C SQ. FT. 420 INDIES DRIVE—GOLF ESTATE 698 GROVE PLACE—GOLF COTTAGE 931 ORCHID PT WAY—COURTYARD LIVING

Spacious 3BR/3BA Ocean Club residence enjoys 3BR/2 Study/3BA+2 1/2BA exquisite estate with Charming 3BR/3BA residence on spacious, lushly-  Lovely 4BR/Study/3BA residence includes sepa-
southern exposure, majestic ocean views and verandahs overlooking golf visitas and sparkling landscaped corner homesite with golf views. rate 2BR/1BA guest cabana. Intracoastal access
wraparound stone terrace. $1,295,000

lake on 18th hole. $2,350,000 New Listing Lanai, summer kitchen, heated pool. $980,000 via kayak/canoe. $1,250,000

Fa i o N

547 WHITE PELICAN CIR—PRESERVE ESTATE 906 ORCHID POINT WAY—GOLF ESTATE

60 BEACHSIDE DR, #302—3,309 A/C SQ. FT.
3BR/Study/3.5BA residence on estate-size home-  3BR/Library/3.5BA estate with golf & lake views, Classic 3BR/Study/3.5BA West Indies inspired 3BR/Study/3.5BA oceanfront penthouse with
site enjoys scenic views and Intracoastal access exquisite architectural details, lush landscaping. estate. Spectacular lake and golf views, high-end  southern exposure, exquisite finishes, French doors

424 INDIES DRIVE—GOLF ESTATE

via kayak/canoe. $1,775,000 $1,950,000 (Furnished) finishes. $1,995,000 (Furn. Avail.) and stone terrace. $2,175,000

View Current Listings of Luxury Estates, Oceanfront Condominiums, Homesites & Cottages at www.OrchidlslandRealty.com
Open 7 Days a Week

eXN=e
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OrcHID IstaNnD REALTY INC.

Exclusively Marketing and Selling Properties in Orchid Island Golf & Beach Club
9985 North A1A, Vero Beach, Florida 32963  (772) 388-3888  (800) 910-3888
K Bob Niederpruem, President/Broker  Heidi Levy, Broker-Associate =

"
fPedbon T —

Prices and features subject to change without notice. Offer void where prohibited by law. Broker cooperation welcomed.



The Vero Beach Barrier Island Newspaper

vero seac 30063

MARCH 4, 2010 Vol. 3, Issue 10 $1.00

THE MOORINGS REALTY SALES CO.

YOUR ULTIMATE SOURCE FOR MOORINGS PROPERTIES

e

THE MOORINGS OF VERO BEACH
WHERE GOLF, TENNIS AND
BOATING ARE THE WAY OF LIFE

Waterfront Dream
4 BR/3 Car garage/Library
£1,850,000

Porpoise Bay Villas
2 BR/Den/Charming cottage
$335,000

Windward
2 BR/Mop floor/Steps to Beach
$195,000

River Mews
2 BR/Sunny townhouse
$199,000

Model Perfect
Owver 1/2 acre east of A-1-A

The Billows
The perfect oceanfront condo
$450,000

West Passage
Forever views/Z2 BR/End unit
£525,000

Waterfront Opportunity
Immaculate 3 BR/Den/Dock
$895,000

Anchor Home Sites
Beautiful deep water lots!
$1,000,000 - $1,295,000

Fabulous! Fabulous!

3 BR/Pristine/Southern exposure!

$1,395,000

Boater's Paradise
QOutstanding home & views!
$2,595,000

Spyglass Harbor
Protected deep water docks!
$74,999 - $250,000

THE UNEQUIVOCAL LEADER IN MOORINGS SALES!

THE MOORINGS REALTY SALES CO. REPRESENTS MORE MILLION DOLLAR BUYERS IN THE MOORINGS
THAN ANY OTHER REAL ESTATE COMPANY"

2125 WINDWARD WAY, VERO BEACH, FL 32963 » 772-231-5131 * SALES@THEMOORINGS.COM * WWW. THEMOORINGS.COM

BASED O DATA SUPPLIED BY REALTORS ASSOCIATION OF INDIAN RIVER COUNTY DURING THE PERIOD 171708 — 12

109




